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Abstract

Based on historical scientific theories of Marxism as basic guid-
ance, and scientific comparation as basic research methpd, this book
attempts to enunciate and measure the level of development and the
extent of change of rural economy of China and England during the
Ming Dynasty and Tudor Dynasty, so as to enrich and deepen the
understanding of the historical process of change from feudalism to
capitalism in China and England separately. ’

This book is divided into three parts:

The first part, as the introduction, explains why I chosen this
topic, what is my basic theory, and the significance of this topic as
well. A

The second part , which is the main body of this book ,is divided
into four chapters.

The first chapter, the comparation between the ownership and
holding types in both countries, demonstrates that the land owner-
ship and its holding types are dominant factors behind the frame-
work and the characteristic of the rural economy.

The second chapter, comparing the land mergence with the
movement of real estate, shows that although there are large scale
changes of ownership of real estate in both countries, the pathes, the
trends, functions and natures of the change are very different in

both countries. In Ming China, the change of real estate is the result
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of land mergence basically, which lead to enlargement of landlordes
properting. In Tudor England, the change of read estate benefit the
formation of modern capitalism land ownership.

The third chapter is on the comparation between the farming
method and management in both countries. During the period of
time examined by this book, the agricultural production underwent
a great change. However, as a result of various factors, there emerge
two completely different production structures and technical mo-
dels. Generally speaking, the tenancy system formed the basic type
of the agricqltural management in both countries, but there was ap-
parant different in terms of tenancy relationship, the types of land
rent, and tenant size. Although there were employment farming in
both countries, it was only a complementary factor in the production
type of feudalism management during Ming China,but a main factor
contributing to new production type in Tudor England. The techni-
cal model of Chinese agriculture was simple plant of grain with in-
tensive and meticulous farming, but in Tudor England the techinical
model was grain farming combinded with animal husbandry.

The fourth chapter focus on the comparation between the fami-
ly — oriented by — product and handicraft industry in rural area of
both countries. The tremendous developement of rural texitile indus-
try can be identified as the common characters of agricultural econo-
my in both countries. However, the economic effect of this develop-
ment on the agricultural economy is very different in both coun-
tries : the development of cotton textile industry in Ming China made
the natural economy more stable; In Tudor England, however, the
development of wool textile industry accelerated the separation of

farming and textile industry, paving the way for the emergence of
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modern big enterprises.

The last part is the conclusion which generalize the influence of
rural economy on the commerical economy, the capitalistic produc-
tion type, and consequently, the function of balance and improve-

ment of rural economy in the intergration of the economic structure.
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