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A Brief lntroduétion

As a distinguished leader of the early mod-
ern Chinese peasant movements, Hong Xiuquan
was an unusual thinker of peasants as well. His
frustrated legendary experiences and his compli-
cated ideas, though with dramatical changes,
have received much academic attention. Hong
Rengan, an important later leader of the Taip-
ing Rebellion, was the earliest designer of Chi-
nese modernization projects. His ideas are also
in focus of an recent academic concern. In this
book the authors, while taking rich achieve-
ments of earlier researchers as their academic
base, historical materialism as their theoretical
guidance and positivism and structural-function-
alism as their research methods, have tried to
make a deep analysis of the ideas of Hong Xi-
uquan and Hong Rengan according to the devel-
opment of their thoughts, at the same time to
make clear the complicated motives of their
changing ideas. The authors have also tried to
explain the many-sided functions of legitimism
in various periods of Taiping history, providing
an evaluation of its deep historical influence. As
much in this book is explored for the first time,
the author would like to have criticism from
their readers.
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