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Unit 1

I . After the Great Fire

On the night of September 2,1666,a fire broke out in a baker's sho%
near Fish Street Hill in London. Before the flames were finally extm w
uis ,nearly‘the entire city had been reduced to‘g's‘l%gs_’. Over 13 thousand
homes, 50 churches,and numercus public buildings and hospitals were lost
—rme
in the bEze. For all practical purposes,London was destroyed.

The Great Fire was not seen as a total tragedy, however. The very
bad conditions of the city had been Wmciaﬁs and humanitari-
ans for years before the fire,thus with the opportunity clearly presented to
create a shining new city ,artists and craftsman from all over England hur-
ried to submit their designs for the rebuilding 6f London.

Among those who submitted plans was Sir Christopher Wren,one of
England’ s leading architects. The task of rebuilding the city was given to
him. Wren realized that the Great Fire would ;mt have been so damaging if
the city had been better laid out. He also feit that redesigning the main

thoroughfares of London would result in increased and more effective
e e ® -

transportlation within :Ejity. :

Shortly after Wre bégan working on his first drafts for the rebuild-
ing,King.Charles'\,rI/iss'ued a_proclamation prohibiting the construction of
any house or shop within-the city, limits until after the plans were complet-

ed. When the plans were unveiled to the citizens of London ,however.,they

T—




were overw:helmingly rejected.

Winter was approaching, consequently, it was necessary for the re-
building to the proceed at once. Permission was, therefore, granted to
townspeople and landlords to commence reconstruction of their houses and-
shop§ a't’the sites where they had been before the fire. Had the need for im-
mediaie action not been so pressing,some kind of compromise could likely
have been reached. This was not to be.however,and the ideas that could
have made London one of the world’ s most beautiful cities never came to

pass.
& Notes

1. extinguish ; put out $pK

2. humanitarian; A\l ¥ X #

3. unveil ;remove a covering from f§i -+ A F K
4

. commence ; 7 i

Comprehension Exercises

1. The Great Fire of London began

1.in a bakery I.in 1666

If . at night . ' V. on the second of September
A T,1,1 ' B.I,E,N

C.I,‘H?N N oD 1L ELELN

2. The word “thoroughfares”refers to
A. public buildings ‘ : B. alleys N R
9' streets ) . D. houses and shops. .

3. What became of the plans for the rebuilding of London?

A. Nothing----- they were never finished. ;

.26 -




B. They were adopted in modified form.
C. They were followed and London was rebuilt at once.
;i_ﬁjNothing =ss s ondon was rebuilt as it had been before the fj;e.
/lxlflhich of the following describes the author’ s probable attitude to-
ward Sir Christopher Wren's plans?
- A. He feels it would have been a mistake to rebuild London accord-
ing to Wren' s designs. \
. B. He feels it was a mistake for London not to have been rebuilt
a~ccording to Wren'’s designs. ’
C. He feels that someone other than Wren should have been chosen
to plan the rebuilding.
D. He feels that Wren's ideas had much more influence than is
commonly recognized. )
5. Which of ‘the ‘following would be an appropriate titlé_ for the pas-
sage?
A. The Life and Times of Sir Christopher Wren.
“ B. The Rebuilding of London.
é. The Damage of Fish Street Hil.

D. The London That Might Have Been.

I Cloze

It must have. been after two o' clock in the morning when the last
guest | their leave,and although we had enjoyed their 2,my wife and I
were quite thankfui to shut the door § them. We left all the dirty dishes
and glasses _/1_,and.after opening a few windows to let some fresh air in
and the smell of stale 5,we climbed into bed and fell asleep.

I 6 asleep for more than half an hour when I awoke with a strong
smell of smoke in 7. Still half asleep, I § into the lounge, and there,

e 3




through g clouds of smoke,I saw that one of the curtains was 1_9 fire. I
should have closed the windows then without delay,but E I tried to beat
out the flames with a folded newspaper. 12 this failed I hastened into the
kitchen to _1_3: a bucket and fill it with water. At the same time I shouted to
Batbata,who 14 dialled 999 to summon the fite brigate 15 coming to my
aid. We had to work at top speed carrying buckets of water from the
kitchen to prevent the flames, 16 by the breeze from the windows, from
spreading. We 17 to extmgulsh the fire but we managed to keep it 18 in

check until the arrival of the firemen. Fortunately, they arrwed promptly

- and they had little difficulty 19 out the flames.

For most of the 20 of the day we worked hard.

1. A. asked B. took
C. were on D. waited
2. /. accompanying B. companion
C. company D. friendship
3. A. for B.on
) G behind D. before
4.  A.as they were B. there )
C. with us D. lying about
5. A. smoking B. tobacco
C. food Daswine
6 A. must ndt have been B. must fall
§- could not have been D. needn’ t tell you that I
’ ' was B
7. A. my nostrils B. the lounge~
C. our kitchene " D. outside |
8. A. looked B. staggered
'C. opened D. searched
9. JA.dense B. numerous

o4'u
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10.

11.

13

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

Q> OO0 > 0.>0>0»0>0,>0> 0> 0 >0

. large amounts
.in

. near

*

. once more

hard

. Unfortunately

Wherl

. catch

grip

. hurriedly »
. intentionally

. without

whike

. put out
. fired

. were unable

ought,

. particularly

up

. to put
. at putting
. trouble

. rest

D. tiny
B. at

D-on

B. this time
. instead

B. For

D. Still

B. snatch

D. grab

B. reluctantiy
D. purposely
B. before

D. that is

B. fanned

D. near

B. knew how
D. had

B. partially
D. back

B. of putting
D.in putting
B. half

D. fire




- Unit 2

[ . The Past of the Earth’

Did you know that the Mediterranean Basin was completely dty 5. 5

in the ocean floor.

" To date ,more than 350 holes have been drilled into the ocean’ s bed :
at selected locations around the world,enabling scientists to obtain samples ®

of sediment. The sediment samples tell the story of -ancient oceans and ;

mountains,of movement of the sea floor and formation of Continents. Sci-
N 3

entists have found,for example,that an area about three times the size of

Hawaii, which flourished dun‘né the days of the dincsaurs,has sunk a fnile
——————— .

beneath the sea between Ireland and Iceland ,disappearing completely.
Holes drilled west of Panama have provided evidence of an amazmg
series of events which happened seven million years ago. The aea——floor

pressed up under Central Amertca,llftmg it out of water creatmg the Istﬁ—

“million years ago? The fact was discovered only recently by drilling holes

i

mus of Panama and cuttmg the e link between the* Atlantic and;

the circulation patterns of the world’'s ocean and caused major changes in-

the earth,including the ice formations that exist at the North and South
Poles today. ' '

Another discovery, whlch may be of practical use. m the future,is the
existence of huge salt beds under sediment in the Mednterranean and the
Gulf of Mexico. These salt beds give the world promise of importa;t new

« 6o




