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1. The Shepherd Boy and the Lion

Once upon a time ' a shepherd * Boy was wandering far from
home. He had lost his way ® in the forest and as darkness fell he
felt very frightened and alone.

Suddenly a large Lion came padding * out of the trees towards
him. The Boy was just about to run for his life when, to his great
surprise, the Lion lay down, put his head meekly ® on his front
paws and said:

“Don't be afraid. I will not hurt you. I have a thorn °® in my
paw °. See, it is deep in the pad and I cannot get it out.”

The Lion came closer to the Boy and raised his paw.

L]

“Goodness, that does look sore 8, ” cried the Boy. “Come
here and I'll soon get it out for you. It may hurt a little because
I'll have to use my knife. ”

The Boy sat down and the Lion put his paw gently in his
lap ° while the thorn was cut out.

“You'll be all right now, " said the Boy. “But try not to walk
on it too much at first. ”

“Thank you,” said the Lion and without another word he
disappeared in the forest.

Some time later the Boy was falsely '° accused of " stealing
sheep. In those days the punishment for stealing was very severe:
the judge ordered the Boy to be thrown among a group of wild
animals.

The Boy stood bravely in the arena '* as the animals were let
out ', grasping ' the thick piece of wood he had been given to

fight with. The biggest Lion of all came bounding ** towards him.
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Then, to everyone’s surprise ' , it sat down in the sand, raised its
paw and bowed " its head.

“Don’t you recognize me?” asked the Lion. “You helped me
once in the forest when my paw was hurt. See, it is quite healed '
now.”

The Boy stood holding the lion’s paw in amazement. ' The
other wild animals soon backed away, seeing that the strongest of
them all was refusing to fight.

“Let him go free!” shouted the crowd * . “Give him a free
pardon * !”

“Come here, shepherd Boy,” commanded ** the king, who
was watching from a special seat in the crowd. “You and your
Lion shall both go free. ”

From that time on the Lion and the shepherd Boy were never

parted * but lived as friends for the rest of their lives.

@ One good turn deserves another.



