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ABSTRACT

Since the 12th Party Congress of 1982 declared that
China would adopt foreign policy according to its national
interest, the term“national interest”has been frequently used
in Chinese official documents. Unfortunately, the concept
of national interest is very confusing in Chinese and there is
no serious literature about Chinese national interest. this
book is designed to clarify the concept of national interest,
provide an analysis of China’s national interest after the
Cold War and propose some strategic suggestions for real-
izing national interest.

Chapter one argues that national interest is by no means
the interest of state or dynastic interest. National interest
came into being after the advent of nation states and if will
vanish when nation states pass away into history. The con-
tent and scope of national i‘nterest change in different situa-
tion. National interest is not necessarily opposed to interna-
tional interest or world interest. Some national interests are
consistent with international interests or world interests and
othersarenot. A nation will support international interest or
world interest if they are consistent with that country’s na-
tional interest. Otherwise it will not.
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In Chapter Two, four basic elements are identified for ju
dging national interest and a criterion is developed to meas-
ure utilities of national interest. The international environ-
ment, national power,' the level of technology and subjestive
understanding of the world decisively influence peoplse’
judgement of their national interest. The utility of a given na-
tional interest is conditioned by a combination of the impor-
tance and urgency of that interest. National interest can nev-
er be fully satisfied and thus the realization of national inter-
est is measured by degree of satisfaction.

With the approach developed in Chapter Two, the au-
thor examines the priorities of China’ s national interest in
Chapter Three. After the Cold War, China is faced with a
militarily peaceful but economically competitive environ-
ment. China is still a” regional power, similar to Russia,
Japan and Germany. China’s technology lags far behind the
developed countries. In order to maintain a peaceful environ-
ment and attain fast development, Chinese leaders adopted
a peaceful independent foreign policy encouraging
cooperation on the base of mutual benefit and equality.
Accordingly, economic interest should top other interests
and be followed by security, political and cultural interests.

Chapter Four analyzes China’s international econmic in-
erest which includes product exports, technology exports, la-
bor exports, overseas investment, imports including those of
advanced technology, foreign investment, international

tourism, and mergence into the world economic system.
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These interests are mainly $pread over the developed coun-
tries and are limited in non—Asian Third World countries.
They are growing very rapidly in surrounding countries, es-
pecially in East Asia. There are l;oth domestic and foreign ob-
stacles to realization of China’s economic interest, such as de-
fective domestic markets, unclear ownership, regional prote’
ctionism and different statistics of trade surplus.

China’s security interest is examined in Chapter Five.
For the sake of maintaining the current peaceful environ-
ment, China’s security strategy should avoid military con-
flicts or confrontation with others, especially the United -
States, establish a regional collective security system to
strengthen the stability of surrounding areas, maintain nucle-
ar deterrent capability while preventing nuclear proliferation
and modernizing the military with tlu capability of stoping
aggressors -beyond the national border. The world-wide

trend -of separatism threatens China’s national unity. China
needs to maké zpecial efforts to maintain the unity between
Hans and minorities afid to reunify Taiwan. Economic securi-
ty is a relatively new interest for China. China should devel-
op cooperation with the international community against or-
ganized crime. Obsolete military equipment and internation-
al opinion of “Chinese threat” make it difficlt for China to
implement her security tasks.

Chapter Six analyzes China’s political interest. Com-
plete sovereignty is still regarded by Chinese, who suffered
humiliation by Western Powers in modern history, as the top
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political interest. In post—~Cold- War era, human rights be-
came important political interest to China. In order to pro-
tect her sovereignty and Chinese human rights, China must
participate in the establishment of the new world order.
China should push the reform of the United Nations in the
direction of equal representation, since China accounts for
one fifth of the worid’s population. To adapt to the
post—Cold War situation, China needs to develop new con- -
cepts of sovereignty and human rights.

China’s cultural interest'is discussed in Chapter Seven.
Modernization theorists attribute China’s backwardness to
Chinese culture. This book argues that every culture has two
aspects, namely advantages -and defects. This is also true to
Chinese culture. China should not get rid of her own culture
butdevelop it. If China enriches her culture by absorbing the
advantages of Western culture, Chinese culture will have
great vitality. China also needs to use its traditional morality
to strengthen people’ s national conscience,.*s constrain so-
cial and political corruption and to revive social respect for
knowledge.

In order to provide’readers, with the ideas of Chinese po-
litical leaders about national interest, Chapter Eight briefs
on Deng Xiaoping's thoughts on national interest.

Chapter Nine suggests steps to protect Chinese national
interest. The author believes that China should strategically

"emphasize development more than peace, cultivate common.
interests with major powers for greater coopertion and foster
—_4 —



durable friendship with neighbors. Economically, China
should deepen her system reform, encourage free trade and
develop regional economic cooperation. In terms of security,
China should reduce the number of its troops as well as im-
prove its military equipment for limited war and develop
multilateral military or security cooperation with neighbors.
Diplomaticlly, China should reconsider her policy of sover-
eignty. In regard to national reunificaticn, China should
make the Taiwan authorities fully understand the danger of
splitting from the mainland while encouraging political nego-
tiations. Culturally, China should support guoxue (tradition-
al culture studies), adopt patriotic policies and encourage
overseas Chinese to contribute their efforts to china’s eco-
nomic construction.

The last chapter is a summary of this book for those hav-
ing no time to read a theoretical book but interest in china’s

foreign policy.
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