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abdicate/abrogate /renounce
abdicate vi. give up the throne,as most com- HFEML

monly by a monarch of the throne
King Edward VE abdicated in 1936 and X EZRMB4H/\HTF 19365

was created Duke of Windsor. BFEMFARHARIL
B.
abrogate vt. cancel (formal) BE ik GEX A i)
abrogate a trade agreement BB~ H B

renounce vt. consent formally to give up (a EXRERFEK. K
claim, right , possession)’ GNP
He renounced his claim to the money. MHBIEXBFEXEL.

abolish/abscond/absent

" “abolish or. do away with put-an end to° " WRBEE T

There are many bad customs that HIFEILRMEEZEER.
ought to be abolished.
abolishment 7. BEBR

abscond vi. go away suddenly and secrefly byt 5]
because one has done sth. wrong

The dishonest cashier absconded with FITRELWHHARET

the bank's money. RITHERTHET.
absconder n. Mk
abscondence 7. i g
absent adj. (from), not present(at) SR AU
Mary was absent from work yester- WBHEFHEXRF L.
day. .
absence n. (U) being away (from) CNCE . £:400) 03 4
In the absence of Miss Ling the head- #/MNAREME, KK H
master is in charge of our class. REBR .



Her repeated absence from school is
. worrying.

abolish/dispose/exterminate/abstain

abolish vz. make nonexistent; do away with
NOTES ; The word refers to the end of cus-
tom, or the conditions of human existence,
rather than to purely physical objects.
There are many bad customs and laws
that ought to be abolished.

dispose vt. place (persons,objects) in good
order or in suitable position;arrange;
(of sb. /sth. ) get rid of
He disposed the chairs in a semicircle.
All the furniture has been disposed
of. :

disposition n. arrangement ;placing in or-

der

exterminate vt. make an end of (disease,
ideas, people's beliefs) ; destroy com-
pletely
He exterminated insects with an insec-
ticide.

extermination »n.

abstain vi. (from) keep oneself from eat-
ing ,drinking
His doctor told him to abstain from
smoking and wine.
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’

absorbed /attentive/ prhdent /watchful

NOTES: 'Absorbed’ derives from the verb
‘absorb’ ,used with ‘'in,by’ meaning to take
up all the attention, interest, time of. The

corresponding noun is ‘absorption’ .

1 was absorbed in a book and I didn’ t
hear you call.

Complete absorption in playing cards
interfered with his work.

‘Attentive’ i3 an adj., used with ‘to’,
meaning taking careful notice;listening care-
fully. The corresponding noun is ‘dttention’ .

Monica was very attentive to her
teacher in class.

Pay attention to what I am saying.
‘Prudent’ is an adj., meaning careful to

consider one's advantage, esp. by avoiding

risks, difficulties. The corresponding noun is-

‘prudence’ .

It's prudent to take a raincoat when
the weather is wet.

Prudence is wisdom in everyday life.

‘Watchful’ is an adj. , used with ‘against,
of’ , meaning careful to notice things,alert.
Both its corresponding noun and verb are
‘watch’ .

. You must be watchful of your health.
A mouse is always watchful against a
cat. ’
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accidental/casual /incidental /random
accidental adj. happening unexpectedly and

by chance
Our meeting was quite accidental.

casual adj. The word strongly stresses ab-

sence of prearrangement and it tends
to make the implication of chance not
clear. As applied to persons, their ac-
tions,their clothes,it often implies in-
difference.

a casual visitor

casual clothes

incidental adj. (to) happening or appearing

irregularly or as a less important part
of sth. important which spreads over
a period of time; (sth. esp. a fact or
detail which is) unimportant

NOTES:The word mainly implies a veal and
often a designed relationship, which is sec-

ondary and unimportant.

incidental expense

incidental music to the performance

random n. without aim or purpose, eg at

random

adj. made or done aimlessly, without
any plan

a random sample

random remarks
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accurate/actual /certain/sure

accurate adj. careful and exact;exactly cor-
rect
We must be accurate in what we say.
Clocks at schools should be accurate.

actual adj. existing in a real fact
The actual amount of money was not
known although he knew it was large.

certain adj. (pred. only) of which there is
no doubt;convinced ; confident
(attrib. only) not named, stated;
some,but not much
It is certain that four and four make
eight.
I am not certain where Tom went yes-
terday.

There are certain laws about driving.

Thurston makes a certain profit from
his business but he’ 1l never be rich.

sure adj. having no doubt ;knowing and be-
lieving A
be sure to do sth. ; be sure and do
sth. ;don’ t fail to do sth.
I' m sure he will come.
Be sure to come and 'tell me all about
it.
NOTES :Both ‘sure’ and ‘certain’ have the
sense of ‘having no doubt’ ,but T’ m sure’
is used when one has only a strong hope or
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belief; ‘I’ m certain’ is used when one really

knows the truth.

ache/pain

NOTES ; Either ‘ache’ or ‘pain’ is the sen-
sation of bodily discomfort. An ‘ache’ can be
dull, sharp and continuous,and is often used
in compounds,as a ‘headache’, ‘toothache’ ,
‘stomach-ache’ or ‘backache’. ‘To ache’ is
to suffer from a continuous dull pain. A
‘pain’ is a feeling of suffering or discomfort
in a particular part of body,a feeling result-
ing from severe injuries or disease, as ‘to
have a pain in one's back,chest-+’. A 'pain’
is sharp rather than dull,and is sudden and
usually of short duration. ‘To pain’ is to
cause pain to or to cause to feel pain in the

mind.

My head aches.

I suffer from the toothache.

I have a pain in my shoulder.

His impolite behaviour caused his par-
ents a great deal of pain.

My leg is still paining me.

pained adj. displeased;hurt in one’s feel-
ings

* Mary looked pained when I refused
her gift.
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painful adj. causing pain
My back is still painful.

adaptable/adequate/suitable

adaptable adj. able to make oneself suitable
for a new use,need,situation,etc.
He is an adaptable man and will soon
learn the new work.

adapt vt. make suitable for a new use,
need ,situation,etc.
When you go to a new country, you
must adapt yourself to new manners
and customs.

adaptation n. state of being adapted

adequate adj. satisfactory;sufficient
Are you getting an adequate wage for
the work you’ re doing?

suitable adj. right for the purpose or occa-
sion
Is she suitable for the job?

adjustment/amendment

" adjustment 7. the act of setting right,mak-
ing suitable or convenient for use

Try to make some adjustment of your
differences so that you can work to-
gether without quarrels.

adjust v. put (sth.) into the correct or-
der; become suited ( to new
conditions)
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phr. sth. /oneself to sth.
You can’ t see well through a tele-
scope unless it is adjusted correctly to

your sight.

amendment n. (U) change proposed or
made (to a rule,regulation,etc. )
Your plan needs some amendment be-
fore it can be made public.

amend v¢. correct an error in (sth. );be-

come better
He’ 1l have to amend his style of liv-
ing.

adopt/designate/elect
adopt vt. take (someone,esp. a child) into
one's family as a relation for ever;take
an idea or custom and use
As they had no children of their own,
they adopted an orphan.
1 adopted their method of making the
machine.
adoption ».
designate vt. mark or point out (sth.)
clearly;give a nam. or title to appoint
to a position or of. .ce
‘Adj.’ designates an adjective in this
dictionary. ,
She has been designated as the Minis-
ter for Education. »
designation ».
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elect vt. choose (sb.) by vote
He was elected chairman.

election n.

advertise/advise/announce
advertise vt. vi. make sth. known to the
public,as in a newspaper ,or on film or
television; (for) ask (for someone or
sth. ) by placing a notice in a newspa-
per

They advertised an old house for sale.

1 should advertise for a teacher of
English to help my son with his Eng-
lish lessons.

advertisement n.

advise wvt. wvi. tell (someone) what one
thinks should be done
I advise waiting till Mr Smith arrives.

I advise her to eat less.
She advised me that I should go to the
dentist.

advice n. (U) opinion about what to do,
how to behave
If you take my advice you will get

well.

announce v¢t. make known publicly;
make known the arrival of

The principal announced that he
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would resign.
The secretary announced Mr and Mrs
Morley.

sth.

printed to make known what has hap-

announcement n. said, written or
pened or what will happen

announcer n. a person who reads news or
introduces people, acts, esp. on radio
or television

aged/antique/elderly/senile/senior

aged adj. very old
The aged man is bent and can’ t walk
at all.

antique adj. belonging to the distant past;
connected with the ancient world

This antique table was made in 1764.

antique n. material (eg. a piece of furni-

ture, jewellery,or a work of art,etc.)

that is old and therefore becoming

rare and valuable

elderly adj. getting old; rather old; past
middle age )
She's very active for an elderly wom-
an.
NOTES: ‘Aged’ is more formal than ‘old’
and is used of very old people who are physi-
cally weak. If one wishes to be respectful,
one can describe old people as ‘elderly’.

‘Antique’ is usually used of things. It de-

scribes an object which has survived from the

past and is therefore rare and valuable.
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senile adj. suffering from bodily or mental
weakness because of old age
1 keep forgetting things:I think I’ m
getting senile.
senility n. (U) weakness (of body or
mind) in old age

senior adj. (to sb.) older in years; higher
in rank and authority
She is five years senior to me.
Vincent is the senior partner in the
firm.

a great (good) many/a great (good) deal

of/ a large amount of / (a) part of

a great (good) many: a large number of
(used with pl.)
I have a good many things to do to-
day.

a great (good) deal of :much (used with un-
countable nouns)
He has given this question a good deal
of thought. _

a large amount of: large quantity or sum
(used esp. with uncountable nouns)
A large amount of damage to the
crops was done by the storm in a very
short time.

(a) part of:some but not all of a thing or
number of things
We spent (a) part of our holiday in
Suzhou.
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alimony/ allowance

alimony n. (U) money that a man has been

ordered to pay regularly to his (for-
mer ) wife after they have been sepa-

rated,divorced in a court of law

allowance n. (C) sum of money allowed to

" sb.

Your allowance will be reduced from a

pound a week to ten shillings.

alive/ living/ viable/vital

NOTES: ‘Alive’ and ‘living' are applied to
organic bodies which have life as distin-
guished from those who are dead. The chief
difference between these two words is that
‘alive’ follows the noun it modifies either di-
rectly or as a predicative adjective.

She was still alive when I reached the
hospital.

English and French are living lan-

guages.

viable adj. able to exist;capable of develop-

ing and surviving without outside help
Is the newly created State viable?

vital adj. usually means ‘indispensable,ab-

solutely necessary’ , but it can also
mean ‘full of life/
Their co-operation is vital to the suc-

cess of the scheme.
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