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Abstract

The United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea,
which was adopted on the Third United Nations Conference on
the Law of the Sea, raised a new concept —international deep
sea —bed, which refers to the sea —bed and ocean floor and
subsoil thereof, beyond the limits of national jurisdiction. As
the area is rich in mineral resources, such as manganese, cop-
per, cobalt, and nickel, it has been a new hot point since the
sixties this century. Part XI of the Convention is especially
about the regime of deep sea—bed mining. For the first time it
claimed in a form of a treaty,that the area and its resources are
the Common heritage of mankind ; activities in the area shall be
organized, carried out and controlled by the Authority on be-
half of mankind as a whole in accordance with the Convention.
In order to attain this goal , the Final Act, including Resolution
I and Resolution I, was adopted with the Convention on the
Third United Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea, it de-
cided to establish the Preparatory Commission for the Interna-
tional Sea— bed Authority and for the International Tribunal

for the Law of the Sea.



The main functions of the Commission may be roughly di-
vided into two categories: Arrangements for the establishment
and the commencement of activities of the Sea—bed Authority
and of the Tribunal for the Law of the Sea; All power and
functions connected with the implementation of Resolution I.
Ii is the second function that makes the Commission different
from that of traditional preparatory organs of a international
organization. From March 1983 to March 1992, the Commis-
sion has held ten session meetings, covering all the problems
within its power and function. At present all its work is nearly
finished. With the help of the Commission overlapping claims
of some countries and international consortiums were success-
fully settled through the form of "understanding”. As a result,
India . France, Japan and the USSR were registered as” pioneer
investors”. In these” understanding” the Commission amended
Resolution 1 , and this displayed its flexibility and pragma-
tism. China consistently supports the principle of Common
Heritage of Mankind. With the approval of the Commission,
China was registered as the fifth pioneer investor. Another
achievement the Commission made is the # understanding”
obligations of pioneer investors.

The United States and some other western countries are
not satisfied with Part XI of the Convention and this is the on-
ly reason why the United States didn’t sign the Convention
and didn’t take part in the Commission. The United States and
some other western countries made another deep sea — bed
mining regime by national legislation and mini treaties.  What
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fhey did were strongly condemned by developing countries. In
- order to achieve its goal,the United States persisted in that the
principle of high sea freedom is suitable for the deep sea— bed
area, and the Convention should be divided into two parts —the
sea—bed part, and the non sea—bed part. the latter one is in-
ternational customary law. Theoretically,this idea is absolutely
preposterous; practically it is unworkable.

Ten years has passed since the Convention was adopted.
In these ten years many changes took place in economy. mar-
ket, technology and environment. This postpones commercial
exploitation until as late as next century. By the end of Octo-
ber, 1991. fifty—one countries ratified the Convention. most
of them are developing countries. Now the Convention still
does not enter into force and it is in difficulties. The very rea-
son is because of Part XI in the Convention. To ensure a widely
accepted international sea—bed mining regime, and settle the
problems in Part XI, which the western counties concerned,”
the Universality of the Convention” was put forward. Group of
77 made a statement in the Seventh Session of the Commission
that they welcomed any delegation to open a dialogue with the
G—77. Under this circumstances, the Secretary General hosted
six informal consultations on the problems of sea—bed. Un-
doubtedly, some revision to Part XI of the Conventions will not
be avoided. A suggested method is to employ in the context of
the Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships
(MARPOL. 73/78). The Protocol and the Convention would be

enter into force together.



China has signed the Convention. It is important for China
to ratify the Convention at Proper time according to the

progress of the informal consultation.-
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