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LESSON ONE

Text: Learning a Language

Word Study: fravel, once
ought to, be able to, not only... but also, think of,
listen to, have to, ask for, all the time, as well as,
a few, pay atteniion to, make use of

Grammar: I. WF&S
o. #EEXHH-- =, =
M. There be %)

Reading Material: Is English Easy to Learng

TEXT

LEARNING A LANGUAGE

In schools all over the world boys and girls are learning foreign lan
guages. Everybody knows his own language, but another one is very useful,
especially when we travel to other countries. If we go to England, we ouzht
to bz able to speak English.

How many languages are there in the worldy There are about fiftecs
bundred, but many of them are not widely wused. English is one of the mos-
imrortant bacause so many peopl: use it, not only in England and the U.S.A
but in other parts of the world. About 200,000,000 (two hundred million) spzak
it as their own language, and another 200,000,000 use it as a second language.

Which is the best way to learn a languages We should remember that we
81l learnt our own language well when we were children. If we could learn a
sccond language in the same way, it would not seem so difficult!. Think of
what a small child does. It listens to what pconle say, and it tries to imitate
what it hears. When it wanis something, it has to ask for it. It ig using ths
language, talking in it and thinking in it all the time?.

It is important to remcomber, also, that we learn our own language mainly
by hearing people speak ild:. We imitate what we hear. In school, although you

e 1 o



learn to read and write as well as to hear and speak, it is best to learn all
new words through the ear. You can read them, spell them, and write them
later.

A man who stammered once went to a shop where they sold birds‘. He
wanted to buy a parrot, a bird which we can teach to speak. He said to ths
thopkeeper: “Have you g-g-got a p-p-parrot that can t-t-talk Englishe”

“Yes, sir,” answered the shopkeeper. “Here’s a fine green one that will
understand everything you say to it.”

So the man bought it. But a few days later he took it back to the shop.

“This b-b-bird can’t t-t-talk,” hs complained. “Ii can only st-t-tammer.”

Even a parrot learns to say just what it hears.

You are a self-taught engine:ring student. You cannot attend lectures in
ths university, and you have little chance t0 hear English. Besides, you study
English m:inly for ths purpose of reading English technical books. Thzrefore,
you should pay mor: attention to reading. However, you must not learn Eng-
lizh only through reading. You can make uce of tape recorders, radio and tele-

vision. You can imitate whaf you hear,

NEW WORDS

language [’lengwids] n. BT

foreign [’forin] o. SPEAY

especially [iv'pefoli] ad. #5l, AH, EH

travel [“travl] (travel(l)ed; travel(l)ing) o, T &7 G858

hundred [‘hAndrod, ‘hAndrid] sum. &; §4
most [moust] (many, much MFHR) o BELH: TEDH

n, KB KEH

ad. (much WRFE IR
million [‘miljon] num. HF; BHA
best [best] a. BHEFHM od. RiFH
imitate [/imiteit] o. &5, %
ear [i?] n. HE
spall [spel] (spelt [spelt] =& spelled) v. B
later [‘leite] (late ILEEH) o FR S EIEM

ad. FEH; Hm

stammer [/steemd] o, ZLZEEHYE, O3
once [wans] ad. —K; —FF, ¥H conj. —H n —K
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shop [fop] =n. ®JL: %A

sell [sel] (sold [sould]) w. 3£, &t

bird [bo:d] =n. 5

buy [bai] (bought [bo:t]) o. 3£

parrot [/perot] n. B

shopkeeper [/§op ki:ps] n. K3+

sir [s0:, 9] n. S5H; BT (¥ )

fine [fain] a. E&HHE, KB BHH

green [gri:n] o, REMN

complain [kom’plein] o. %2, KFF

salf [self] n. BS, HE, &A

self-taught [/self’t0:t] o, HF¥H, BEH

engineering [endsi’nisrin] n. TR ()

attend [o’tend] w. HFE, &0, BE

mainly [‘meinli] ad. FEH

purpose [‘pa:pas] n. HEY B

technical [/teknikl] a. FHAH R

pay [pei] (paid [peid]; paid) o. Xff, (i n IH, #Ha

attention [9'tenfon] n. HE, B O

reading [‘ri:din] n. FHE EE

tape [teip] n. FFIH; HT

reeorder [ri’ko:do] n. FEV: B FA
England [’inglond] n. 2EfK2%; (216 )*EH
U.S.A. [#5] United Siates of America EFRELAHE

PHRASES AND EXPRESSIONS

ought to B, %

(be) able to fEqs

no’ only... but (also) LR A
think of ME; BE BB
listen to e

have to AER

ask for =Ry I B

all the time —H; H%

a3 well as PR, AP R
a few ( RREZE) A, B

pay attention to backs S

make use of A



NOTES

1. If we ocould learn a second language in the same way, it would not seem

so difficult. WMRBAVER BN EZIMNE UFRASBLEET,
FAYREBAORELES, RRE5AEHIHMRIBEK.

2, It listens to what people say, and it tries to imitate what it hears. When
it wants something, it has to ask for it. It is using the language, talking
in it and thinking in it all the time. Mk ATIVIE, R EEEEHRFTE
RiE, BEFANRKBHOE, —BHEERAIMES, AEutiE, AEBE4%E.

KENGFHFEA i, BT EAN 18D, B3N 48 something, E-LANENE,
®I\, JLFEAEE language.

8. It is important to remember, also, that we learn our language by hearing
people speak it. EHEEMERAEL(E, RMNEILXEEBEETERBELTHANE,

KAF—A it RIERAIE, EZ4 it RE language, HTFHNEETERAFR
EREIE to remember..., %37 that 3]y N WHEEHT remember RIE, M
g “by+hEREEE"RFAIRIE, HHEESHE learn,

e by 4GiEW, Zh& A hearing FEERIBIE BN R ENRLIE speak it §
H to, ,

4, A man who stammered once went to a shop where they sold birds. FH4 N
HRAEESE,

FAFHAANEEND: XFERE who SIHMWEENTHEE A man; XRE
W] where 5[ EE M TR a shop, Ay iF they, TUBRAABNEA,

WORD STUDY

travel
1, o,

He ¢s travelling in China.

2 1E 76 o B hig Fo

-She has ifrawvelled all over the world.

oo A At 5

How fast does light iravels

DI T 273
2. n.

Travel is faster now than before.

BAERITHEEHRT,

Do you like books of travelsy

REXRE BFitDe

once
1. ad.

o‘l



