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VOLUME 1

CHAPTER 1

Emma Woodhouse, handsome, clever, and rich, with a
comfortable home and happy disposition, seemed to unite some
of the best blessings of existence; and had lived nearly twen-
ty-one years in the world with very little to distress or vex her.

She was the youngest of the two daughters of a most af-
fectionate ®, indulgent ® father; and had, in consequence of
her sister’ s marriage, been mistress of his house from a very
early period. Her mother had died too long ago for her to
have more than an indistinct remembrance @ of her caresses;
and her place had been supplied by an excellent woman as
governess ®, who had fallen little short of a mother in affection.

Sixteen years had Miss Taylor been in Mr. Woodhouse's
family, less as a governess than a friend, very fond of both
daughters, but particularly of Emma. Between them it was
more the intimacy of sisters. Even before Miss Taylor had
ceased to hold the nominal © office of governess, the mildness -
of her temper had hardly allowed her to impose any restraint;
and the shadow of authority being now long passed away, they
had been living together as friend and friend very mutually
attached, and Emma doing just what she liked; highly esteeming
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A EMMA W

Miss Taylor’s judgment, but directed chiefly by her own.

The real evils ¥, indeed, of Emma’s situation were the power
of having rather too much her own way, and a disposition to
think a little too well of herself; these were the disadvan-
tages 2 which threatened alloy to her many enjoyments. The
danger, however, was at present so unperceived, that they
did not by any means rank as misfortunes @ with her.

Sorrow came —a gentle sorrow ~but not at ail in the
shape of any disagreeable consciousness. — Miss Taylor
married. It was Miss Taylor’ s loss which first brought
grief. It was on the wedding-day of this beloved ® friend
that Emma first sat in mournful thought of any continu-
ance ® . The wedding over, and the bride-people gone, her
father and herself were left to dine together, with no
prospect of a third to cheer a long evening. Her father
composed himself to sleep after dinner, as usual, and she
had then only to sit and think of what she had lost.
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CHAPTER 2

She knew that at times she must be missed; and could not
think, - without pain, of Emma’ s losing a single pleasure,
or suffering an hour’s ennui €, from the want of her com-
panionableness: but dear Emma was of no feeble ® charac-
ter; she was more equal to her situation than most girls
would have been, and had sense, and energy, and spirits
that might be hoped would bear her well and happily through
its little difficulties and privations. And then there was
such comfort in the very easy distance of Randalls from
Hartfield, so convenient for even solitary female walking,
and in Mr. Weston’ s disposition and circumstances, which
would make the approaching season no hindrance ® to their
spending half the evenings in the week together.

Her situation was altogether the subject of hours of grati-
tude ® to Mrs. Weston, and of moments only of regret;
and her satisfaction —her more than satisfaction — her
cheerful enjoyment, was so just and so apparent, that
Emma, well as she knew her father, was sometimes taken
by surprize at his being still able to pity ‘poor Miss Tay-
lor, * when they left her at Randalls in the centre of every
domestic ® comfort, or saw her go away in the evening

attended by her pleasant husband to a carriage of her own.



ﬁffﬂ 7

—_——r

I

|
|
BAH - ELHHEEHE, HA— |
BEB R % HE—WREREZ A |
WEB— T XS RRABR A T KL BHBE |
SIEN, BRES AR, BRBEENE |
BURREEBBOA, BE - RBTH |
RTARIAERFE G, THBES
85, WA, BHAKG M, bk |
B ARKE. WA, SABBRKBMELE |
|

I

|

I

I

I

I

|

I

@ ennui[on'wi:]
R #8

@ feeble [ fitbt]
EHG, B
B, T, ®
2L 2

RERREERZARERFRRE, AT
PETFHIRERABRIE, §ELARKE |
S5 EL A ME MUK , 2 LAR WO R 1
B, #5EDHAS AL - EHER K
M ERMEBR, RUER S LB T
3

BT A—REE L, BT A
BRI, RRAHTBHZN, Wb
R — LR — IR R R BT 4
UTMRUTFER UETRD, RELHTRE
2HRE, BRBRER TROEHME
W, YRR, RN R SRR | © domest
FEOFARBEN, RERRLABEEGRE | oot
S KB ORI AT L 18 8 T .

i B9 EFEH
ALEEN, BRBE -REZ, B2HEER |

@ hindrance
[ "hindrans]
g

@ gratitude
[rgreetitju:d]
M B



? EMMAD%

But never did she go without Mr. Woodhouse’ s giving a
gentle sigh ®, and saying:
‘Ah, poor Miss Taylor! She would be very glad to

’
stay.
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10 EMMA D%
CHAPTER 3

She was so busy in admiring those soft blue eyes, in
talking and listening, and forming all these schemes in the
in-betweens, that the evening flew away at a very unusual
rate; and the supper-table, which always closed such par-
ties, and for which she had been used to sit and watch the
due time, was all set out and ready, and moved forwards to
the fire, before she was aware. With an alacrity © beyond
the common impulse ® of a spirit which yet was never in-
different to the credit of doing every thing well and atten-
tively, with the real good-will of a mind delighted with its
own ideas, did she then do all the honours of the meal, and
help and recommend the minced @ chicken and scalloped ®
oysters, with an urgency which she knew would be accept-
able to the early hours and civil scruples @ of their guests.

Upon such occasions poor Mr. Woodhouse’ s feelings
were in sad warfare. He loved to have the cloth laid, be-
cause it had been the fashion of his youth, but his convic-
tion of suppers being very unwholesome made him rather
sorry to see any thing put on it; and while his hospitality ©®
would have welcomed his visitors to every thing, his care for
their health made him grieve that they would eat.

Such another small basin of thin gruel as his own was all
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that he could, with thorough self-approbation &, recom-
mend; though he might constrain himself, while the ladies

were comfortably clearing the nicer things, to say:

‘Mrs. Bates, let me propose your venturing % on
one of these eggs. An egg boiled very soft is not unwhole-
some. Serle unde;'stands boiling an egg better than any
body. I would not recommend an egg boiled by any body
else; but you need not be afraid, they are very small, you
see — one of our small eggs will not hurt you. Miss Bates, let
Emma help you to a little bit of tart —a very little bit. Ours
are all apple-tarts. You need not be afraid of unwholesome
preserves here. I do not advise the custard ® . Mrs. God-
dard, what say you to half a glass of wine? A small half
glass — put into a tumbler of water? I do not think it could
disagree with you. ’

Emma allowed her father to talk — but supplied her
visitors in a much more satisfactory style, and on the present
evening had particular pleasure in sending them away hap-
py. The happiness of Miss Smith was quite equal to her in-
tentions. Miss Woodhouse was so great a personage @ in
Highbury, that the prospect of the introduction had given as
much panic as pleasure — but the humble, grateful little girl
went off with highly gratified feelings, delighted with the
affability ® with which Miss Woodhouse had treated her all
the evening, and actually shaken hands with her at last!



