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1 HONG KONG

N\

HONG KONG is a British dependency' on the southern coast of
China. For many years, Great Britain considered Hong Kong a
crown colony. Britain reclassified all its colonies as dependencies in
the 1970’s, but Hong Kong is still often called a colony. It lies near
the mouth of the Chu Chiang (Pearl River), about 90 miles south-
east of Canton, China.

Hong Kong is a bustling center of economic activity and one of

the world’s most crowded places. It ranks among Asia’s major
ports, and as a center of trade, finance, manufacturing, and
tourism. Hong Kong has a land area of only about 400 square miles
(1,000 square kilometers), but almost 5 million people live there.
On the average, about 12,000 persons live on each square mile.

Hong Kong consists of a peninsula attached to the mainland of
China, ' and more than 235 isla;ds. The mainland area is divided in-
to two sections — the New Territories in the north and the Kowloon
Peninsula in the south. The main island, Hong Kong Island, lies
just south of the Koewloon Peninsula.

Most of Hong Kong's economic activity takes place in the urban

areas of Victonia and Kowloon, where a majority of the people live.
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Victoria is the capital of Hong Kong, and Kowloon is the largest ur-
ban settlement. Victoria is on the north shore of Hong Kong Is-
land, and Kowloon is on the Kowloon Peninsula. The two commu-
nities are separated from each other by Victoria Harbor. The Chi-
nese call this large, beautiful port area hong kong (fragrant har-
bor) .

All of present-day Hong Kong was part of China from ancient
times until the 1800’s. Great Britain gained control of Hong Kong
Island in 1842 and the Kowloon Peninsula in 1860 through treaty a-
greements with China. In 1898, China leased” the New Territories
to Britain for 99 years. The lease expires® in 1997. During the late
1800’s and early 1900’s, Hong Kong served as a port for British
trade with China. Since the mid-1900’s, it has grown into a center
of international trade and finance and has also developed its own in-
dustries. V

The Chinese Communists, who have governed China since
1949, do not formally recognize Britain’s control of Hong Kong.
China claims that Hong Kong is Chinese territory. But China has
not actively opposed British rule, probably because Hong Kong has
great value for the Chinese economy. China earns much income by
selling food, water, raw materials, and manufactured products to
Hong Kong. The Chinese government also owns many banks, de-
partment stores, and hotels in Hong Kong.

Almost all the residents of Hong Kong are Chinese. Through
the years, millions of people have moved from China to Hong Kong

to find jobs. Since the Communist conquest of China, large num-
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bers of :Chinese have fled 't Hong Kong to escape Communist rule.’

Government

A governor heads the government of Hong Kong. The British
monarch® appoints the governor to a term of unspecified length. A
15-member Executive Council helps the governor carry out govern-
ment operations. A:Legislative Council, which has up to 50 mem-
bers, makes Hong Kong's laws. All members of the two councils
are nominated by the governor and appointed by the British
monarch. Members of the Executive Council serve five-year terms,
and Legislative Council members serve four years. British officials
hold the governorship and most other top posts in the government.
Chinese citizens of Hong Kong serve in many of the lower offices.

Although Britain controls the government, Hong Kong is basi-
cally Chinese in character. ‘The British try to limit their role in the
dependency. The government’s functions include maintaining law

6

and order and providing roads and sanitation® facilities®. The gov-

ernment works to provide housing for the needy, free education for
all children, and care for the elderly. It also promotes Hong Kong’s
economy but tries as much as possible to avoid interfering in business

activities and the lives of the people.
People

. Population and Ancestry. Hong Kong has about 4,867,000
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people, of whom more than 98 per cent are Chinese: . Most are im-
migrants from southern China or descendants’ of immigrants from
that region. The relatively few non-Chinese residents of Hong Kong
includc people from Australia, :Great Britain, India, Japan, the
United States, -and Vietnam. -

Languages. Hong Kong has two -official languages,- English
and Chinese. English was the only official language until 1974, - but
most of Hong Kong’s Chinese people do not speak:or understand it
well, if at all. The majority of them speak the Cantonese dialect of
Chinese. As a result, the goveinment made Chinese an official lan-
guage.

Way of Life. About 80 percent of Hong Kong’s people live in
urban areas. Many work in factories, and others are employed by
the government or the shipping industry. Most of the urban people
live in Victoria and Kowloon. Hong Kong’s other urban settlements
include Tsuen Wan, Tuen Mun, and Sha Tin.

People in rural areas of Hong Kong live in smal! faiming villages
and raisé crops-and livestock. Some farmers still plant and harvest
crops by hand or with hand tools. But new farming methods and
machinery have enabled many to increase their production.

The people of Hong Kong eat large amounts. of fresh vegeta-
bles, fish, and rice, and some pou@y and pgfk. Many of them
wear the same type of clothing worn in western countries. Others
wear Chinese-style clothing, such as dark-colored pants and shirts,
and long robes. The major religions in Hong Kong are Buddhism

and Taoism. Small groups of Christians, Hindus, Jews, and
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Muslims also live there.

Housing in Hong Kong's urban areas varies sharply. Most
wealthy people live in luxury apartment buildings, and some live in
beautiful houses with gardens. Large numbers of middle and lowin-
come people occupy crowded high-rise apartment buildings, which
stand close together. In many cases, several poor families share one
or two small rooms. Large numbers of refugees from China once
lived in wood and tin shacks, which stood on hillsides, under
bridges, and even on the roofs of buildings. Thousands of families
also made their homes on boats in harbors. Some such dwellings still
exist, but there are far fewer than in the past.

Hong Kong’s government began a public housing program in
the mid-1950’s to improve housing. Since then, the government
has erected low-rent apartment buildings for more than 2 million
persons. Most of these buildings are in huge housing complexes
called resettliement estates .

The majority of Hong Kong’s rural people live in one or two-
story houses made of brick or stone. Most of the homes have tile or
tin roofs. Some rural villages in Hong Kong were settled more than
1,000 years ago.

Education. All children in Hong Kong are required by law to
go to school for nine years — six years of elementary school and three
of high school. The government supports the public school system,
in which classes are taught in Chinese. A few private schools con-
duct classes in English. About 75 per cent of the pecple can read

and write.
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Hong Kong has two universities, four teachers colleges, ‘and
many technical schools. The largest university is the University of
Hong Kong, which was founded in 1911 and has about 5,000 stu-

"dents. The Chinese University, founded in 1963, has about 4,700

students.

Victoria and Kowlbon

Victoria and Kowloon are the main centers of trade, finance,
industry, and tourism in Hong Kong. Many small shops, open

markets, and high-rise buildings line the narrow streets of these

‘crowded urban areas.

Victoria and Kowloon lie on opposite sides of Victoria Harbor.
Every day, thousands of people cross the harbor on ferries to go to
work or to shop. About 85,000 motor vehicles travel daily between
the Kowloon Peninsula and Hong kong Island by means of a tunnel
under the harbor. A 10-mile underwater Subway links Victoria and
Kowloon. ' )

Victoria is the seat of government and the financial center of
Hong Kong. The Victoria urban area has a population of about
521,000. Government buildings and banks and other financial es-
tablishments are in central Victoria. Local residents own some of
the banks. Qthers are branches of l_arge banks of China, Great
Britain, Japan, the United States, and other countries. High-rise
commercial buildings and fashionable shops and hotels stand along

Victoria’s waterfront.




