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WHAT’S YOUR NAME?

“Hey! You! Third boy from the top of the left
side—you dropped your glove!” “Guess what! I’'m invit-
ed to a birthday party that the girl with the dlonde hair
and brown eyes who wears a red winter coat is giving!”
Aren’t you glad that mothers and fathers give names to
their children? It’s so much easier and quicker—and
friendlier—® to say , “John, you dropped your glove!”
or,“I’m invited to Betty’s birthday party.”

Names are the quickest and easiest—and friendli-
est—way to say who’s who. Another nice thing is that
they do not change as people do®. Yesterday Mary’s hair
was-long. Today her hair is short, But her name is still
Mary. On his birthday Uncle George did not have a
beazd. At Christmas time he did®. But his name is still
George. People are always changing, a little or a lot. But
people’s first names stay the same.

Another good thing about a name is that it some-
times says something nice about someone. Girl’s names
often come from words meaning “pretty”, “happy”,
“loving”,. ..

Lily comes from the name of this flower. Her name
means that she is pretty and sweet like the lZily, Cather-
ine comes from a word meaning “zruthful”. It says that
she is an honest lady and loved by all. Dorothy comes
from a word meaning “gift”. You know how happy you
are when a gift comes your way®} .

Richard comes from a word meaning “brave”, Victor
comes from a word meaning “winner”. Charles comes
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from a word meaning “man of the common people”—a
man who works on the land.

There are so many people named Richard or Lily.
Without a last name to go with your first name®, how
could people tell which Richard or which Lily you were?

A very long time ago that’s the way it was every-
where. People had only one name. As there got to be
more and more people in the world, it became harder to
tell them apart. So people began making up last names
Tor themselves—now called family names or surnames®.

Sometimes in choosing a last name a man_ would
think about the kind of work he did. If he was a cook he
might say, “I am Tom, the cook.” or just ELaj_q Tom
Cook. If he was a cook for a king, he might become
known as Tom Kingcook. A man who was a carpenter,a
tailor, a miller, a baker, a farmer, or a weaver might
choose to call himself by one of these names.

One of the most common names in the English lan-
guage is Smith, which is short for &lacksmith. There used
to be a blacksmith in every village. Instead of iron,some
smiths worked with gold or silver. That put such names
in the phone book as Tom Goldsmith or Tom Silver-
smith. Sometimes the names became shortened to Tom
Gold or Tom Silver.

Sometimes a man took his last name from his
father’s first name. Tom was the son of John. So he be-
gan calling himself Tom Johnson. A man who was the
son of Jack might call himself Jackson.

Often a man got his last name from the place where
he lived. James lived on a hill. So people began to call
him James Hill. Another James lived by a lake. He be-
came James Lake.

A man was sometimes called by a nickname. A tall
man might be called Long Tom or Tom Long, or Tom
Longfellow. A short man might become Little John, and
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his son was probably called Tom Littlejohn. William who
was always thirsty might be called William Drinkwater.

Sometimes colors became last names. A man with
red hair might be called Tom Red. But sometimes down
through the years, the name was changed.” So Tom Read
or Reade is still probably a descendant of Tom Red. A
man who lived near the village green might have called
himself Tom Green.

If Tom had a strong arm, what name might he have?
What if he had a big foot?

The last names of people all over the world had simi-
lar beginnings. Can you guess how you might have got-

ten your last name?
(699 words)

NOTES

. —and friendlier—: The dash(gi#7 2> here indicates that an extra piece of information

is given. In conversational style(if{4)the dash is often used, since when people
are talkingthey tend to add one thought after another.
... they de not change as people do. they do not change as people change. The verb
‘do’ is used to replace (f¢#) ‘change’, so that the word is not repeated again.
On his birthday Uncle George did niot have a beard. At Christmas time he did: The

’

verb ‘did’ is used to replace ‘had’ to avoid repetition.

. ...when a gift comes your way: when 2 gift comes to you

first name; the name that stands first in one’s full name, for example, Smith’s first
name is John. His full name is John Smith and Smith is his last name.

surpame ; the name one shares with the other members of the family and it is often
the last name. John Smith’s surname is Smith and he is called Mr Smith (not Mr
John).

READING COMPREHENSION

1. The article indicates that @ q
A. names usually do not change even if people change a lot
without names, it is impossible to tell who is who
C. people have stopped ?r-;;c.i-;g‘family names for themselvesD. we should feel
glad that our names always say something nice about us
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2. When a girl is called Catherine, people possibly think that she is &@

A, honest and loving B. loving and happy
C. honest and happy D. pretty and sweet
3. If a boy’s parents hope that he is brave, they might give him the name g' .
A. Charles B. David
C. Richard D. Victor

4. The sentence “A very long time ago that’s the way it was everywhere” (Line 34)
implies that for a long time __ [0 . '

. many people were named Richard or Lily

people could not think of family names

people used only one name around the world

people did not know how to tell people with the same name apart

[0 = >

5. Which of the following statements is TRUE? *4 -
A. Tom Read is probably a descendent of a peréon who liked to read.
B. We can guess the beginning of our names after reading this article.
C. The beginnings of the last names of people of different countries are similar.
. Colors, flowers, living places, nicknames, occupations and a father’s first

name are all important origins of people’s last names.

PASSAGE 2

BEAVER BATTLES

The war began in late May. The beavers started it.
They built a dam in a stream about three miles outside of
town. They built it near the mouth of the culvert, where
a big pipe carries the stream under Pine Road.

5 The beavers dammed up the stream all right. The
stream flooded its banks. And Pine Road was under wa-
ter.

Something had to be done about the dam. It was up
to the mayor. The mayor knew he had trouble on his

10 hands. But he didn’t know then that he had a war! e

The mayor called the highway chief. “You're in
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charge of our roads,” he said. “Send some men out to
the culvert. And tear down that dam!”

The road men tore the dam apart. But that night the
beavers built it up again. And the next morning the road
men tore it apart again. In fact, the road men tore it
apart for ten mornings in a row. And for ten straight
nights the beavers rebuilt it.

On the 11th day, the highway chief called the may-
or. “1 give up,” he said. “I can take care of roads all
right. But I can’t handle beavers. ”

Well, the beavers had won a battle. But the war
wasn’t over yet.

The mayor called the game warden.® “You know
about animals,” he said. “Do something about those
beavers. ”

The game warden knew he couldn’t shoot the
beavers. Hunting beavers with guns was against the law.
But the law didn’t say anything about gasoline. And the
game warden knew that beavers can’t stand the smell of
gasoline.

That night the warden drove out to the culvert. He
soaked a blanket in gasoline and spread it out on the dam.
That would drive the beavers away! Or the warden
thought it would, anyway.

The next morning he went to look at the dam. At
first he didn’t see the blanket. Then he saw pieces of it.
The beavers had used it to patch up holes in their dam!

The mayor called the police chief. “Those beavers
are blocking up a stream,” he said. “And that’s against
the state law. Why aren’t you out there defending the
law? Do something!”

The police chief called back three mornings later.
“We got rid of the dam last night,” he said . “We used ex-
plosive—and blasted it to pieces!”

The mayor and the police chief drove out to the cul-
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vert. The highway was in a mess. It was jammed with
mud and rocks thro@"ﬁ‘?ﬁ;‘ﬁe_ explosive. Not only
that—the dam was already rebuilt!

It took four policemen an hour and a half to clear the
road. Still, the police chief had faith in explosive. He
kept blasting away at the dam. But the beavers always
managed to repair it. All the 'holes were plugged up by
the time the policemen appeared to clean up the mess.

In time, the beavers got tired of all this repair work.
They tore down their dam and moved it inside the cul-
vert. There it couldn’t be blown up without blowing up
the road too. .

It seemed that the beavers had won a victory.

The mayor called his chiefs together. They would
have to try something new and different. And they came

up with a great idea. “We’ll tear down the dam by hand -

and take away every piece of it,” they said. “Then the
beavers won’t have anything to rebuild their dam with.
They will have to go in search of new branches. We’'ll
place box traps along their routes. We’ll catch them in the
boxes”. )

The mayor and his chiefs did just that. The plan
worked!

On July 30, the mayor reported the news. All the

beavers had been caught and sez loose in a forest far from

town. At last, the war was over. Everybody cheered.

The rejoicing went on— until the middle of October.
That’s when someone spotted some young beavers swim-
ming in the stream. And just 100 feet from the culvert
was the start of a new beaver dam!

Was a new war about to begin? Well, the mayor still
had those box traps.

(691 words)
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NOTE
1. a game warden: (X)W NEE

READING COMPREHENSION
1. The stream overflowed its banks because "Z
A. the beavers started a war
B. a dam was built in the stream
C. the dam in the stream was torn down

. D. no one could deal with those beavers

2. It can be inferred from the statement ‘the beavers had won a battle’ that

—~
LS.

no one could take good care of beavers

shooting the beavers was against the law

the highway chief could do everything about the dam
the first attempt to pull down the dam failed

90w

3. The beavers’ using the gaicz.line soaked blanket to mend holes in their dam is an
indication of
é. the beaver’s cleverness
B. the usefulness of the blanket
C. the first failure to drive away the beavers
D. the beaver’s dislike of the smell of gasoline
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4. The phrase ‘were plugged up’ (Line 53) in the context means [
A. held up B. blown up
C. filled up D. cleared up

5. The fact that young beavers were spotted swimming in the stream suggests all
the following EXCEPT that (. .
A. young beavers had not been caught in the boxes

By the beavers were most likely to win the battle

C. those box traps were no longer useful in catching the beavers

- ,
D. the battle would continue between the beavers and the people of the town

PASSAGE 3

THE HISTORY OF FOOTBALL

Football is now an international game, but it was
first played in England and its rules and general character
were formed there. It has therefore become part of the
English language. In addition, many of the English terms
used in football have been exported to other languages.
You must know some of the following, for example, in
your language: back®, centre-forward®, corner kick?®,
football, free kick®, goal®, pass®.

Football must now be the world’s most popular
10 game. Nearly every nation in the world plays the game.
In a good many countries it is a fruly national game
pla;red by millions of young men and boys and watched by
even larger numbers of different ages. However, a hun-
dred years ago the game as we know it today was unheard

15 of.

Modern football is a comparatively new game, but
the game that developed into football has a history that
goes back into the far-off past. Some people think that
the Roman first played it two thousand years or so ago.
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We cannot be sure that present-day football has been
handed down to us from those very early years, but we
know for certain that a kind of football was played in
England in 1175 . Like the Roman game, the English
game was also very rough. A whole group of people
played it and there were almost no rules and players tried
to take the ball in any way he liked. The game developed
into serious fighting on so many occasions that it was
stopped by two English kings: Edward II and Richard-
III. Yet, in spite of it, boys went on playing.

At the beginning of the nineteenth century, two
things helped to make the game more popular. Boys be-
gan to take the ball out of the streets and into the fields,
and the game gradually became more orderly. The old
public schools also helped in this. They took up football
as a school game and made their own rules. For a long
time each school had its own rules. But at least the game
was now played according to some rules.

Then, in 1863, the Football Association® was
formed. Members of the Association agreed to play
games against one another according to the same rules,
Fast progress was then made in football development.
The Association’s rules were soon being accepted all over
Britain.

Gradually, this purely British game has spread to
other countries. British soldiers and sailors working
abroad did much to introduce it to foreign countries.
Then several European countries formed their own Feder-
ation of International Football Associations®. It was

" formed with seven member countries. Today, more than

fifty countries have joined the Federation. Football has
indeed become the most international of all games.
Played in the right spirit, it can help to strengthen the
mutual understanding between different countries.

(471 words)

-
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NOTES

back: (EIM%E4) LOTHRAGE)

centre-forward : (EXR&EH#) T8

corner kick: (B fEk

free kick: (RERIMEEHK

goal : 3(7, 852k

pass ; {55

the Football Association. [#]ZEkih< ‘

Federation of International Football Associations: (5 FIFA)HR ERhEBE L

O ~N O U1 o W o

READING COMPREHENSION

1. Many foreign languages .
A borrowed some English terms used in football
B. had a strong influence on football terms
C. developed from some English terms used in football
<Q_. exported some football terms to the English languages

2. We have learnt from the article that the Roman football and the early English
football were .
A. played by people of different ages
once stopped by kings
skilful games

violent games
a—

B.
C.
D.
3. The two English kings stopped football because it
A. had no rules at all
B. weakened their rule
C. caused a lot of trouble
D.

—
was played on the streets

4. Fast progress was made in football development
at the beginning of the nineteenth century
after the Football Association was organized
when it was played according to some rules

when public school students played the game

O Ofw >

5. Football can do much to help countries to get to know on& another better when

A. players are in high spirits
e CEL



