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Abstract

AUTONOMY AND HARMONY
A Study in Leibniz’s Metaphysics

Abstract

Against the researchers’ divergent views on Leibniz’s meta-
physics, this dissertation attempts to make a systematic inquiry
into it according to the problem of the relations betwee:n individ-
uals and whole, taken as the main clue through it, laying stress
on expounding its two great metaphysical principles that individ-
uals are thoroughly autonomous and universe is universally har-
monious, -and discusses its place in history and its values in theo-
ry.

It is thought that individualism, of which the essence lies in
emphasizing independence and autonomy of individuals and rea-
sonable pursuit of one’s interests, is the spirit of Western mod-
ern times. And the theories of metaphysics in early period of the
modern times are the reflections of this spirit, but all of them
have fallen into a dilemma; either affirming independence of indi-
viduals would result in negating unity of whole, or contrariwise.
It is to extricate metaphysics from this predicament that Leibniz

" proposes that the way out is to seek unity between the indivisible
points and continuity, which lies in the universal harmony of
whole which presupposes the thorough autonomy of individuals.
He trys hard to prove that every individual is thoroughly inde-
pendent and autonomous on the one hand, and that the relations
between such individuals is universally harmonious on the other,
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AUTONOMY AND HARMONY

so as to establish ontologically these two great metaphysical
principles. On the basis of critizing and transforming all the pre-
ceding theories on substance, Leibniz maintains that individual is
the true substance with the characters of individuality such as in-
dependence, perfection, activity, abundance and uniqueness, and
thinks that it possesses such characters because it composes of
monads with its perception and appetition as its intrinsic nature
and internal principle. In order to solve the problem about the u-
niversal harmony between the independent and autonomous indi-
viduals, Leibniz has advanced the theory of materia prima and
materia secunda, studied the relation between body and soul and
that among individuals, expounded the principles of the Identity
of Indiscernibles and of Continuity, and put forword the famous
hypothesis of the pre-established harmony. His final conclusion is
that the ultimate reason why all things in the universe coexist or-
derly in space and change harmoniously in time lies in God, who
had determined in advance the perfect agreement between all
these things when He created this world. When discussing the in-
dividuality of human beings and the harmony of society, Leibniz
holds that the most essential aspects of a human being are his
understanding and will, and the perfect unity of them is what hu-
man freedom means. The society composed of human beings with
freedom is regarded as a just kingdom of spirits different from
that of nature. In exploring the sufficient reason of the actual
world, Leibniz has founded the doctrine of possible worlds, and
discussed the question about the origin of evil; this may be con-
sidered as the argument and plea which he has given for his prin-
ciples that the universe is universally harmonions and the society
is universally just.
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Abstract

This dissertation asserts that Leibniz’s metaphysics has pro-
foundly reflected the objective requirements of Western social de-
velopment in modern times, provided the full arguments for its
two great metaphysical principles, and contributed a lot of the
valuable points of view and principles which have had a great in-
fluence upon the !aier phiiosophies. However, it hasn’t entirely
solved the problem of the relation between individuals and whole
and found the exit of this labyrinth in the end because of the
falseness of its ultimate ground and neglecting the activity of
whole as a system; but we cannot just for this deny such a fact
that Leibniz has ex.erted his utmost in this aspect his times could

possiblly permit.
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