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1. Birds

Nancy and John were making up riddles for each other.

“Here is one,”” John said. “I am thinking of an animal.
It has a backbone. It has two legs. It has wings. It is almost
all red, but it has some black on it. There is a topknot on
its head. What is it?”

“I give up,” Nancy said at once. ‘I don’t think your
riddle is a good one. I don’t think there is any red animal
that has wings.”®

“Oh, yes, there is,”” John told her, “The animal I am
thinking of is a cardinal,® or red-bird. Birds, you know,®
are animals.”

Pic. 1 Cardinal

John was right. Birds are animals. Everything alive that
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is not a plant is an animal.® A red-bird is an animal just as
a butterfly or a cat or a frog or an elephant is.

There are many kinds of birds.

Different kinds of birds

are different in many ways.® Some of them are very large.

Pic. 3 Penguin and Barn Swallows

from one another.®

Some of them are very
small. A full-grown os-
trich is taller than a tall
man and weighs as much
as a very large man. A
hummingbird is very
tiny and weighs less than
a penny. Many birds are
very good flyers. Some
birds cannot fly at all.
The swallows are won-
derful flyers. The pen-
guins cannot lift them-
selves off the ground with
their wings. Some birds ~
are bright in color.©®
Some are dull in color.®
A song sparrow is not
nearly so bright as a
cardinal. We might
make a long list of ways
in which different kinds
of birds are different

All birds, of course, are alike in some ways. If John had
told Nancy that the animal he was thinking of had feathers,
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Nancy could probably have guessed the riddle.® All full-
grown birds have feathers. No other animals have feathers.

Birds are alike in many other ways, too. They are all
warm-blooded —- that is, their bodies are warm even in cold

Pic. 4 Peacock and Song Sparro“Fs Pic. 5 Song Sparrows

weather. They all have a backbone. They all have two legs.

They all have lungs just as people do.® But the feathers are

the important thing to look for if you want to know wheth-
“—-er an animal is a bird. Every animal with feathers is a bird,

New Words
Nancy ['nznsi] (A &) EH alive [o*laiv] a. JE &L, HEAR
(Ann, Anna, Anne BJZE#H) butterfly ['batoflai] ». itk
John [deon] (A £2)478 cat [keet] n. %%
riddle ['ridl] n. #iE frog [frog] n. &k
animal ['®nimsl] 7. Zhiy elephant [‘elifont] # %
topknot ['topnot] n. EE full-grown ['fulgrsun] a. K&
wing [wig] 7. FE(&R) SERM,RBRTH
cardinal ['ka:dinl] ». k4T, ostrich ['ostritf] n. 8¢5,
Jeza) hummingbird  ['hamigba:d] n.
red-bird ['redba:d] n. 8 L 3]



penny ['peni] n. fF+:(—HhRE
i, 1 295 =100 #ifE 1)

flyer ['flaio] n. K&, ©HL, K4T
7l

swallow ['swolou] n. -+

wonderful ['wandsful] a. #F 57
fy, AR

penguin ['pengwin] n. 438

bright [brait] a. JEFzity, &E8Y
iy, B

dull [dAl] a. (BU€)EEIRE, B
ilE]

sparrow ['spzrou] n. RBEfE

alike [o'laik] a. FARIAY, FALL
i)

feather ['feda] n. HE

guess [ges] ve. %5, 4M

warm [wo:m] a. BEfudy, A

warm-blooded ['wormbladid] a.
£ 1 :0]

weather ['weda] n. K~

backbone ['bzkboun] n. 3 #:H

lung [lag] . B

Expressions

make up %%, Bl
think of 83|, %18
give up JFF

song sparrow [ LBk (RIEE
&, EEE#)

Notes

@ I don't think there is any red animal that has wings. _
KR—AE AR, Haik R R+ there BIHE RIS,

T BB M & B —A4-5 &4, #+b that SiHEiEMND, ]
B animal.

(@ The animal T am thinking of is a cardinal, ... X &/ H4A&

1,3 ep I am thinking of” & iE WA, A ammal ZiE

47951517 which H{ESTIA of HHEIE, FRLLTLIARR

you know &AL, AMET R, SBRVE R TR 5,

Everything alive that is not a plant is an animal. 4+ alive

GELW, BRI AL AR, (EfFEEE &1 everything. that

is not a plant BiEM 0,12 B4 everything.

. are different in many ways. ALy iEIEIE in many ways
feiRkiE , et different, BoH“EIF 2 T ERESRRER”,
(6 Some birds are bright in color. 4 FyfriAlgis in color {4k

® @
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B, i bright, 320 “EQEBHELEHMN”, HAEEHRL 6
7,
dull in color, Bi& 2k, )
We might make a long list of ways in which different kinds
of birds are different from one another.
XR—IEAM, IAEE in which SIHRZIEMAEN
ways, T TE A & W R s A MERTE , 4T “are different”.
Fah M friamEE of ways B, & list.
FahRIRIERT “might make”, XHARL—id X0, M
EBRINE R, ERIEA RS, MARHBREAW, MR, XHHuE
“RIZTHER, A“RITTLFIE—ANMREGE”, TEEE£EF]
L, WA HEIEX SN,
If John had told Nancy that the animal he was thinking of
had feathers, Nancy couid probably have guessed the riddle.
ER—-AEAM, AREEINNES, MEHIFEEXA  had told,
F4UM1EE A could have guessed. R RXHNAE N, ZRFTR
B RS Bk R AR,
& If S &S RIEN TS, REE&FH that 5|HHEF
W, M RIEA DB X AEHEEMND “he was thinking of”,
e i WA R &1 4R animal, A4JR05] 1A which Rifg of

T HEE B,

MFHARBR: “WRABCEMEHRAT -, WawH
MARREEEUT 7 HA M EIESR, FrllKhrE R s
WA BT, B A R B A,

@ They all have lungs just as people do. XB—ME &4, H

g1 as SIHERRIENE, WEdE do RFZAHH have
lungs, DARER., 207 FH: “bIAR—FN, 28HM."



2. Bird Families

What is a bird Family? If someone asked you, you would
probably say, “The father bird, the mother bird, and the
little birds that hatch from their eggs.”® You would be
partly right. A father bird, a mother bird, and the young
birds that hatch from their eggs do make one kind of bird
family.® But “bird family” usually means something else.
It means a group of different kinds of birds that are alike
in a great many ways. All kinds of birds are alike in some
ways. But some kinds of birds are alike in more ways than
others. ‘

Perhaps you know that the tiger belongs to the cat
family. The cat and the tiger are often called “cousins”. In
the same way, the catbird and the mockingbird are cousins.
They both belong to the same family.

You might guess that all the birds that are red woqu ‘be
in one family and that allthe blue birds would be in another.®
But color does not tell which birds are cousins. The crow
and the blue jay belong to the same family, although one is
black and one is blue. The blue jay and the bluebird do
not belong to the same family, although they are both blue.
To see which birds are in the same families, scientists have
to study the structure of birds — that is, the way the birds’
bodies are built.® They have to study especially the struc-
ture of the birds’ wings, bills, and feet.

There are thousands of different kinds of birds. There
are more than 750 kinds in our own country. These belong
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to many different bird families.

Three of the families almost

everyone in our country knows about are the woodpecker
family, the thrush family, and the blackbird family.®

New Words

family ['femili) n. i, RE

hatch [h&tf] v. BE{L

tiger ['taigs] n. &

cousin ['kazn] n. @&, AH

catbird ['k®tbo:d] n. A s,
5, 0488, 1R, Jbai,
By 75 A5

mockingbird ['mokigba:d] #. &
T8 (KBS, 2H—%EE
5)

crow [krou] n. 5%8

Jay [dzei] n. 25

bluebird ['blu:be:d] ». Win®E
Bk, EREY s 7 i
A EE DA KEM™)

bill [bil] n. B, BuE | & EyEes

woodpecker ['wudpeks] n. B
A5

thrush [Oraf] n. 4% (EifE)

blackbird ['blekba:d] n. 1115
E 5, EEEE,JLERAT

Expressions

belong to B, BT

~_

know about 4%

Notes

@® If someone asked you, you would probably say, *...”. X £ —
ANEEm, =5 EE: AR I 3ERAERIZEND, thiadEk
4], JFHESISEREMZEIENTD, SMREL2MIEES “asked ...
would say”, xREHIESHIFIERR, ZRBIZRE 0.

@ A father bird, a mother bird, and the young birds that
hatch from their eggs do make one kind of bird family. X
B—AE A4, that SIHEIFNG, EEmhE, ATEH the
young birds. F4yRyiFiERZ do make, WAbpy do R5RiAiE, A
K3k make §iEK, make BEA“HMR”, domake FHh “HHEH

BAR",

(® You might guess that all the birds that are red would be in
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one family and that all the blue birds would be in another.

RAE—NEALA,HHE You might guess B3:4), =
A~ that SIH=AAD, #—4 that fnE=4- that | guess
RIBA- ISR =I5 A4y, RIAIY that are red B EIE M4, f 1w
Hify all the birds.

P A ES)iE might guess 1 would be 3 i 25108
RAEZETELIES, 4k another 245 another family.
To see which birds are in the same families, scientists have
to study the structure of birds — that is, the way the birds’
bodies are built.

iy Tosee hFhiEARER, £IFIE have to study fyEY
RIg, BAATEN, T HER”, which 5[ To see [H&iE
A, which Ze M 4 {E birds #yazif, that is RREEMEGA
iE,HEM the way & the structure of birds fyEIMIE. W%
Y the birds’ bodies are built BxziZ M 47, &1 the way, M
A5 F3A in which (FEM4geh ik are built fRhiE) 24
HEE, HAEEAIRAZE ., way MEIEMN AT DT
1M,
FRXWKDE—IE L&A, HER Three of the families 2% 4
fFiE , )58 almost everyone in our country knows about &
EIEMNA, BiHEANEIE. HADBSISE that £ k4
about WEiE, MEORE. CEIENONTIRRMERN M ZHIE
BT TR EIE, W el BRI A o)

TS



3. Two Woodpeckers

The woodpecker family is a very large family. There
are woodpeckers in almost every land. In our country there
are more than twenty kinds. The pictures in this passage
show two common birds that belong to the woodpecker family.

Did a red-headed woodpecker ever wake you up in the
morning? Sometimes red-headed woodpeckers do wake peo-
ple up.® They wake them up by drumming with their bills
on a tree or a roof or a telephone pole.

Pic. 6 Red-headed Woodpeckers

Red-headed woodpeckers are good drummers. They
do not have good voices. They sing most of their “songs” to
one another by drumming.

A red-headed woodpecker digs out its nest in a tree or

I a pole by pecking. Some of the little chips of wood the

woodpecker breaks off@ fail into the hole. These chips make

a bed for the eggs.
On each foot the red-headed woodpecker has two toes

9
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that point forward and two that point backward. The two
toes that point backward help brace the woodpecker when
it is drumming or digging a hole for a nest. The wood-
pecker’s tail also helps brace it. The feathers of its tail are stiff.
They are pointed at the ends, too.

You can usually tell a red-headed woodpecker by its
bright-red head.® But young red-headed woodpeckers do
not have red heads. Their heads are gray.

Red-headed woodpeckers eat some things which we wish
they would not eat.® They eat cherries and berries and other
kinds of fruit. But they pay for the fruit by eating many
kinds of insects that harm us.

Its name does not tell you that the flicker is a wood-
pecker, but it is. The {flicker is often called the ‘“yellow-
hammer”. The under sides of the bird’s wings and tail are
bright yellow. The yellow shows very plainly when the flicker
is flying.

The colors of the flicker
and the red-headed woodpecker -
are different, but in other ways
the birds are much alike. How
many ways can you see in
which they are alike 7®

The flicker eats many ants.
Most woodpeckers stay off the
ground, but the flicker often
comes down to the ground to
getants. A flicker has a long,
sticky tongue. It can stretch its tongue for two or three inches
beyond the end of its bill. It can catch many ants at one time.

Pic. 7 Flicker
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It cometimes eats more than a thousand ants at a meal.
The flicker eats many other kinds of insects, too. Some

of the kinds of insects it eats do a great deal of harm to

trees.® The flicker is a good friend of our trees because it

cats these insects.

The flicker digs a hole for a nest in a tree or a pole just

as the red-hecaded woodpecker does.

mers, too.

Flickers are good drum-

The downy woodpecker and the yellow-bellied sapsucker
are two of the other birds in the woodpecker family. They
are cousins of the flicker and the red-headed woodpecker.

New Words

red-headed woodpecker £]3LBK
p L

drum [dram] v. BE$T,$T8

roof [rw:f] n. BT

drummer ['drama] 7.
g T

dig [dig] v. #48

nest [nest] n. Bi,%

peck [pek] v. B

chip [tfip] n. KK, KB, KB

hole [haul] #. 3L,3H, %

toe [tou] n. B, IR

forward ['fo:wad) adv. Wi, B
%

backward ['bakwad] adv, )5,
fe 3k

brace [breis] vr. 37i%, $&7%

tail [ieil] n. J2HE

stiff [stif] a. HigEHy

WATH

pointed ['pointid] a. 29,888
i)

gray [grei] a. KRy

cherry ['tferi] n. #08k

berry ['beri] #. 3#

insect [‘insekt] n. Bdi, B (3E
#)

harm fha:m] ve. {5, &k

flicker ['flike] n. €B¥KA 5L
(e WAE ™)

yellow-hammer ['jelou-'hemo]
n. i

plainly ['pleinli] adv. B,
B i 4

ant [=nt] n. 85

sticky (['stiki] a. k548
tongue [tan} ». &, & I

stretch [stretf] v. ffif

beyond [bi' jond] prep. H{F------



