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ABSTRACT

The ancient ethnic religions of the Western Regions com-
pose a significant component to the cultures of all the ethnic
groups in the Western Regions. By means of the study of the
ethnic religions which prevailed in the Western Regions 12
centuries ago, the author attempts to discover the regularity
to the propagation of the ethnic religions in the Western Re-
gions. ’

It goes without saying, that during its out — reaching and
propagation of faith, every single religion would discover its
cultural soil which suits its existence and development. There-
fore, there is no exception in the propagation of all the An-
cient Ethnic Religions in the Western Regions.

Through the study of this dissertation, a fact would be
discovered, i.e, the Zoroastrianism, Nestorianism and Islam-
ic Retigion were being mainly propagated in the Central Asia;
where as the Buddhism and Manichaenism were being pros-
perous in the Talimu Basin and its surrounding areas.

This dissertation is divided into 6 chapters:
chapter I : Research on the geographical area of the
Western Regions and Methodology .

chapter II : Research on the Zoroastrianism——the ear-
1
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liest ethnic religion Which had been propa-
gated in the western Regions.

Chapter [ll: Analysis of the propagation and develop-
ment of the Buddhism culture in the West-
ern Regions.

Chapter [V & V : More spaces were applied in studying the
theory and doctrines of Manichaenism and
its development in the Westem Regions.
Moreover, particular research on the cul-
tural development of Manichaenism in Uig-
ur at Gao Chang (Turfan) was carried out.

Chapter VI: A deeper research on the Nestorian doc-
trines and its propagation in the Western
Regions.
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