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Questions i-10

There were two widely divegé,'gant influences on the early development of sta-
tistical methods. Statistics had a mother who was dedicated to keeping orderly
records of governmental units (state and statistics come from the same Latin root,
status) and a gentlemanly gambling father who relied on mathematics to increase
his skill at playing the odds in games of chance. The influence of the mother on
the offspring, statistics, is represented by counting, measuring, describing, tabu-
lating, ordering, and the taking of censuses —all of which led to modern descrip-

tive statistics. From the influence of the father came modern iW
which is based squarely on theories of probability.

' Descriptive statistics inmt depicting, and describing collections
of data. These data may be quantitative, such as measures of height, intelligence,
or grade level — variables that are characterized by an underlying continuum — or
the data may represent qualitative variables, such as sex, college major, or per-
sonality type. Large masses of data must generally undergo a process of summa-
rization or reduction before they are comprehensible. Descriptive statistics is a tool
for describing or surnmarizing or reducing to comprehensible form the properties of
an otherwise unwieldy mass of data.

Inferential statistics is a formalized body of methods for solving another class
of problems that present great difficulties for the unaided human mind. This gen-
eral class of problems characteristically involves attempts to make predictions us-

ing a sample of observations. For example, a school superintendent wishes to de-
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termine the proportion of childrea in a large school system who come to school

without breakfast, have been vaccinated for flu., or whatever. Having a

little

knowledge of statistics, the superin-tendent would know thai it is unnecessary and

inefficient to question each child; the proportion for the entire district could be es-

timated fairly accurately {rom a sample of as few as 100 children. Thus, the pur-

pose of inferential statistics is to predict or estimate characteristics of a population

from a knowledge of the characteristics of only a sample of the population.

With what is the passage mainly
concerned?

(A) The drawbacks of descriptive
and inferential statistics

(B) Applications of inferential sta-

(\C}’)

(D)

tistics

The development and use of
sta-tistics

How to use descriptive statis-

tics

The word “divergent” in line 1 ig|
closest in meaning to

(.A)‘ different

(B) distributed

(C) recorded

(D) prominent

4.

According to the first paragraph,
counting and census-taking are as-
sociated with

(A) inferential statistics

(B) descriptive statistics

(C) unknown variables

(D) qualitative changes

Why does the author mention the
2

e

1}

“mother” and “father” in the first

paragrpah?

(A) To point out that parents can
teach their children statistics

(B) To introduce inferential statis-
tics ’

(C) To explain that there are differ-
ent kinds of variables

(D) To present the background of

statistics in a humorous and

understandable way

5. The word “squarely” in line 8 could

best be replaced by
(A solidly

B) geometrically
(C) rectangularly
(D) haphazardly

6. Which of the following is NOT given

as in example of a qualitative vari-
able?

(A) Gender

(B) Height

(C) College major

(D) Type of personality



7. The word “they” in line 13 refers to
(A) variables closest in meaning to
(B) masses ‘(é:nmanageable
(C) descriptive statistics (B) unpredictable
(D) properties (

9. The word “unwieldy” in line 15 is

understandable

[ (D) unreliable

8. Which of the following statements

bout iptive statistics | . .
about descriptive statistics is best 10. According to the passage, what is

1 ? ..
supported _by the passage? the purpose of examining a sample

(A) Tt reduces large amounts of da- .
of a population?

ta to a more comprehensible (A) To compare differert groups
form. (B) To predict characteristics of

(B) 1t is based on probability. the entire population

(€ It can be used by people with (C) To detect differences not ob-

little knowledge of mathema- servable in the whole popula-
tics. .
tion
D itati if- .
' (D) It measures only qualitative dif (D) to compile more accurate data
ferences.
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B1:

In the early days of baseball, the game was played by young men

of means and social position.

(A) with skill (B) with equipment (C) with money (D) with ambition

(1985 4£ 8 HE 27 )

3K B means AR TR “ I8, 80P BUHY & X TR “HE P % 7.

AN HE R R E LB, {E{E;@ H 7t and # £ & means l social position —
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& 2.

Using extremely different decorating schemes in adjoining rooms may result

in discord and a lack 6{ unity in style.

(A) compromise (B) disharmony (C) disillusion (D) anxiety

' (1985 % 10 A % 14 #)

X B discord — 1A & L A“RIER” R A—B" . MRFAZ discord
—iil, AT LR B H Y and %% discord 1 a lack of unity, a lack of unity J&
“BLThiRvE BRZE ST ER . XRRITM TS a lack of unity RIZIT
-5 % R W (B)disharmony CRIEH A D M EMER. HE 3 MEM. (A
compromise (Z b FIf#) | (C)disillusion (£] K ; BAE ). (D)anxiety (VR 300D H A
HEE1A X L 55 a lack of unity HRUBHFI9 TR X R .

&3,

The authors of the United States Constitution attempted to esgablish an ef-

fective national government while preserving autonomy for the states and

liberty for individuals.

{A) independence (B) prosperity (C) dignity (D) stability

(1989 4 1 A % 12 &

X MR and #BRIKET 55 SRR By EEER . 5RAMA avtonomy
#H @ AL 5 B liberty, HE XK B B BB, 4 MEITH : (Adindependence
CE 5 6 35 350) . (B) prosperity (R 3% . B B L) . (C) dignity (27 . 2 B
(D)stability (8. s FLED . R B, B R (A) 55 liberty MR T BAEM FHX R XiE
B R AI S autonomy WHRHR“AR".BE”.BHEHER.

Bl 4.

The history of the exploration of Antarctica recounts many tales of perse-

verance and suffering.

(A) endurance (B) skill (C) generosity (D) disturbance

(1989 4 3 A % 16 &)

ZE P and FIEZMNHENTSTHE . RITWRY WL perseverance
AR, AL AR suffering # 8 BT R G . suffering # & LN“Z 0 Gl
B R, A AR (A)endurance (Z N, 1 55). (B)skill (3 ;355 ) . (C)gen-
erosity (4B, K77 5 F458) . (D) disturbance (FEL 3T H) . RITLBW P EHL RS
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The wild flower alyssum has lance-shaped leaves,which are sometimes cov-

ered with pale down and yellow or white flowers.

(A) fragrant (B) protective (C) sharp-pointed (D) light-colored

(1991 % 5 A% 23 &)

TEXEBH R AT L 5EF H and £ pale down Fl yellow or white LR E#
1 flowers , 4 F B 3¢ R R A, A F A yellow or, white (B sk H H BB R AN
R — B, 4% 4 NI 5B E L0 X H BB BT A E (D)light-
colored HITHAB R,

&6

Ravaged by pollution and war, many famous monuments have become

eroded and stained.
CA) discolored- (B) dismembered (C) discredited (D) displaced
: (1989 £ 7 A& 20 &)
KB E5RLHS stained LT F X RY eroded W X B, 4 MEFH (A
discolored (R 5, iy ; B 75 4269) « (B)dismembered (B 8344 . (C)discredited (B I 5F
1) . (D)displaced (B E ) . 5 eroded (R M BB M) — AL F RETFH LR
{1181 28 (A discolored , T fl 28 ¥4 stained —iF4418 5 discolored [ 3.,
BT, RERATH and BE M TFEXRRETUEBHEN, MDY and B4
RERKBER.
2. B FR*E
MR BERFHEE PRI M L& XN BS BREL PR —
WA 5 5 — W4 R BRI & X B EREE. AP, BREARS
BAX S XA ERAFE N but.yet %, HHA and B Frk BRI RH A B0 08
B & .
gl
Some critics have praised James Michener's epic novels for their facts but
deplored their characterizations.
(A) emulated  (B) ridiculed (C) complimented (D) lamented
' (1987 £ 8 A % 27 &)
AR bur B H X RKWRRIE. WHELEE  deplored IV Zhid , MR
AREXAMT, RITE A but FRAWKHLXER EMNTFHE - BoRY S
deplored A% I 17 Hi2k 41 3% o131 praised £ deplored 94 i , L& L K
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