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Foreward

I first met Deng Xiaohua when he was still
a graduate student ; he came to see me when I
. was visiting Beijing University in 1985; We lat-
er met that same year in Wuhan where Mr Deng
was studying with the late Yan Xuequn at
Huazhong Institute of Science and Technology .
In 1990 1 was in Fujian doing fieldwork on Min
dialects; on a short stay at Xiamen University I
was pleasently surprised to find that Deng Xiao-
hua was teaching there in the Department of
Anthropology . At each of these encounters I
have a vivid recollection of Deng Xiaohua’ s
great enthusiasm for linguistics ; he was espe-
cially interested in new approaches to the study
of the evolution of the Chinese language . I am
happy to see that this interest of his has now
- borne fruit in a book on anthropological and cul-

tural linguistics. Although I myself am not an
I



anthropologist . 1 have come to realize over the
past twenty or so years how important it is to
study language in its cultural and ethnic con-
text. Too often language is viewed as a sort of
abstract and self — contaiced system in which
phonology and grammatical structure become
divorede from the very people and circumstances
that molded it in the first place . In my own field
of Chinese historical phonology such a view has
led to a sort of malaise ;many feel that the old
textually based approach to linguistic recon-
struction seems pretty much to have run its
course. I believe the way out of this impasse is
to turn attention to real spoken language in its
natural cultural milieu . In many ways it seems
to me that Chinese linguistics is on the thresh-
old of a new era in which the focus of attention
will shift from the interpretation of old written
texts to the collection and interpretation of di-
alect field data . This is very exciting since the
work has hardly begun and the possibilites seem
almost limitless. Deng Xiaohua’ s book will, I

hope, play a role in this new development . It is
1



broad and ambitious in its scope dealing with
many issues that are important if we are to meet
the challenge of a new era . My hope is that it
will stimulate discussion about new and more
fruitful ways to approach the study of the Chi-

nese language.
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BHRENXZEREDEFLBETFRTFEFHRINNE L, X
FHFDOBREBTAXETE Y S PEHFHFRA S
FHOEHLARHEREEZHALELROMLE T 5 FRAR
AWK EFERREMAFTAE LNF, FIRGRRE . TEHE
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