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Passage 1 Starting time

Finishing Time
Women in Sports

Women in the United States and in many other countries
participate in a growing number of sports and games. This has
not always been the case, however. In fact, women have not been
as active in sports as men. Q_rgx\in recent years have women
begun to catch up to' men in this area.Until the twentieth
century , women did not often ;larticipate i‘n sports.

Part of the explanation for this is that women simply did
not have time. Many women cooked, cleaned, and took care of
children. They were so busy that they did not have time for
sports. A second reason , especially in the late nineteenth
century, is that the woman’s image at that time Mw
one of frailty’ and delicacy® . During the Victorian s -y people
thought that it was unladylike for a woman to pe/ig_!g.l_\@q_igany
sports activity.

All that has changed. Today women are no longer considered
too delicate to participate in sporting events, nor do people
consider it unladylike for a woman to compete in sports. In fact,
women who excel in sports activities today are highly regarded,
and some of them have achieved celebrity status and national
recognjtion in the news media. Consequently, women of all ages
and backgrounds now fake part in a wide variety of sports and

games and enjoy doing so.



Two changes in the sports world have made a large
contribution to this changed image of today’s woman. In the early
twentieth century, women began to compete ragularly in the
Olympics® . Since then, the number of events for women in the
Olympics has been growing steadily. The fact that women can
corapete in the Olympics encourages many to become active in
the various Olympic competitive events, such as swimming,
gymnastics® , and skiing. In more recent years, television has had
a noticeable effect not only on Olympic competition designed for
amateur athletes, but also on the growing popularity of and
participation in women’s professional sports. Many women’s
competitions have been televised, especially in the United
States. Women’s tennis matches and golf’ matches are regularly
featured on TV along with other .competitive sports such  as
gymnastic~s, track and field®*, and swimming. Seeing women
competing in amateur and professional sports on TV has made
sports much more popular among women of all ages.

Consequently, American women are more active in sports
now than ever before. This is the result of developments in the
sports world and in modern society and is also partly due tc the
Women’s Liberation Movement in the United States.

Three groups of sports women may be identified. Some
women are sports professionals, women who participate in sports
to earn money. Some women compete in tennis matches or golf

matches and if they win, they usually win a substantial amount

of money and they receive a great deal of publicity as
well, College women comprise a second group who are active in

« 2



sports. Almost all of these women must take a sport as part of

their regular academic program. Tennis, golf , swimming, and field

sports to name just a few of the available choices are
offered in colleges across the nation. College women may become
members of the varsity’ gymnastics or track team. Some of these
women compete against one another in intramural'® meets or in
intercollegiatc“ meets Vat the district as well as at the national
and sometimes international level. If these collegiate women are
exceptionally good, they may try out for the Olympic team and
compete in the Olympics. However, relatively few collegiate
athletes join the professiona] ranks. Nevertheless, the number of
serious collegiate and professional sports women is increasing
steadity.

The vast number of women who are active in sports in the
United States are strictly amateurs. Women in this third group
are those who participate in a game or sport because they like
it. They may not eveh be especially good at the sport, but they
have fun playing it. Many of these women may have learned the
sport in high school or in college. As busy adults, they
nevertheless make time in their full schedules for part1c1pat10n in

a wide variety of active spotts.

(Approximately 700 words)
Exercises

— . Comprehension; Mark the following statements true (T)
ot false (F) according to the reading passage.

1. Women in the United States and in many other countries
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have always been as active in sports as men.
2. Women preferred cooking, cleaning, and taking care of
children to participating in sports. - :
4 3. Women iﬁ the Victorian era were too frail and delicate to
be involved in any sports activity. v

Z. Today man& women participate in sports.

5. The thole society respects women who win in sports

activities.

6. Women started to compete in the Olympics at the

beginning of this century.

7. Television has greatly influenced the development of

women’s professional sports.

8. Many American women are more active in professional

sports than in amateur sports.

9. Most women who participate in sports do so for money.

10. It’s very hard for women to become professionals in the
sporting world.

.. Vbcabulary ; Choose one of the words or phrases given
below which would best keep the meaning of the original* °
sentence if it were substituted for the underlined word or phrase.

1. Alth‘ough she was told about the meeting, she refused to

take part in the discussion. {
2. Tom was away from school for a month so now he has to
work hard fo overtake the rest of the class.
3. Women who win in sports activities are highly regarded.
4. Few collégiate women athletes join the professional

ranks.




5. College women comprise a second group who are active in
sports.

6. Many women’s tennis and golf matches are shown on
Tv. '

7. We strolled around not going anywhere especially. )

8. The image of the Victorian woman was depicted as
delicate and frail. ' '

9. By contrast, today the ideal woman in the United States is

robust and energetic.

10. Professional sports women today may earn a substantial

income.

a. form b. level

c. games ’ d. respected
e. in particular . f. participate
g. catch up with (to) h. vigorous
i. large j. portrayed

=. Cloze Test; Select the best word to fill in each
blank. Sometimes there may be more than one possible equally

correct answer. N
In many countries (1) the world, women are entering

the work force in great numbers (‘2") the first time. It is true
—t

that more women are currently' employed (3) ever
before. However, the goals of equal opporﬁty of
employment (4) women have not been fully realized. For a
variety of E;ons, women usuaily hold lovyfranking
positions. The last to be hired, they are usually the (5) fo be

laid off when employment drops off. They receive (6)‘ pay

£
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even when they are doing the same work. Certainly great
strides have been made (_7{). equal opportunity -(_El . recent
years, the obstacles (9) t_éaching this goal are becoming
evident all the time.mgéﬁgh women have come a long
way, they still have a long way to go in their struggle (10)

equal opportunity.
Notes

. catch up to (with) #F |

. frailty n. BEEH, R EH

. delicacy n. BTFX

. Victorian era 4 % F| T 4 F A %,(1837—1901)
. Olympics ﬁ%@ﬁ:@ﬁ]%

. gymnastics n. {KE , K

. golf n. (a game in which a small ball is hit successively into

N O R W N

each of 9 or 18 holes arranged in a large open piece of land)

B R R ER
8. track and field HRE

9. varsity n. (the principal team representing a college in sports

or other competitions) FKFRFEN, KFEFHR %@/y}

10. intramural . (within a single college or university) (H

¥R BAERS ECHEEARY, A

11. intercollegiate a. (between two or more colleges or
.

{ universities)  3B% (K3 W] , HBE (KK ) H HATH



Passage 2 . Starting Time

Finishing Time——
Women’s Liberation

Have you heard of the new American women’s liberation
movement which began in the 1960s? It was started by women
who were concerned about their identity, their role in society’ ,
and their work, and about the view of women that many people
held. Now many American women are deeply concerned about
these things. These women would like better and more interesting
lives for all women everywhere.

There are many aspects of the women’s liberation
movement. Some women agree with all of the goals of women’s
liberation. They want full equality with men in every aspect of
life. In marriage, they want husbands and wives to share all of
the work and responsibilities of a home and family. In work, they
want women and men to have the same jobs and the same chance
to succeed. They want women to be paid just as much as men are
for the same work. Other women agree with some of the ideas of
women’s liberation. They want the same pay if they hold the:
same job as a man. At home, however, they do not expect their
husbands to share in the cleaning, cooking, and other household
jobs.

It is important to remember that the women’s liberation
movement is not concerned only with concg)ete issues. The

movement is also concerned with attitudes and beliefs. One
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example of this concern is the issue of a woman’s identity. A
woman’s identity is what she thinks of herself as a person, who
she thinks she is, and what she thinks she can do. Some women
do not think they are capable of doing.anything important. The
women’s liberation movement would like to help these women
improve their view of themselves. Many women who are
concerned with women’s liberation have taken jobs, have helped
others, have raised healthy children, and have done many other
things to contribute to their communities. They have shown that
they are capable of being good leaders and of doing many
important things.

A second issue of the women’s liberation movement is the
question of women’s roles. Should a woman work outside the
home9 Should she work if she is married and has children? Or
should she stay home to take care of her husban& and children?
What will the rest of society think of her if she enters a
profession or has a career? What will other people think if she
wants to stay home and raise a family? These questions do not
have just one correct answer. Every woman must decide hetr own
role. The women’s liberation }rxovement is trying to make it
possible for a woman to decide what she wants to do. The
movement also wants to make it possible for her to do the best
and the most she possibly can.

If a woman decides to take a job outside the home, there are
many important questions which are raised. Can she get any job
she is capable of and qualified for? Or are some jobs closed to
her because she is a woman? If she gets a job and some of her

« 8



fellow workets are men doing the same work, will she be paid as
much as they are? This issue is considered important in the
United States. The government has passed some laws to try to
help women get any job for which they are qualified, and to help
them get the same pay as a man for doing the same work. The
government has also passed a law to encourage businesses that get
money from the government to be fair to womén and minority
groups® . This is called the Affirmative Action Law® .It says
that if a company is not fair to women and other minority
groups, the government will not do business with that company*.
This encourages businesses to provide equal opportunity for
women.

Many people agree with the ideas and goals of women’s
liberation. They feel that women ought to be considered equal to
men in every way. They feel that a woman should be able: to
decide to stay home and raise a family, or to stay home and not
raise a family,or to go out and work, or to have a job outside the
home and a family as well. They feel a woman should be able to
do anything that she wants to do and can do. Other people are
opposed to women’s liberation. They do not think that women
should have the same jobs and the same pay as men. They believe
that men should do all of the important work. They feel that
women belong at home taking care of men and children. Many
husbands do not want their wives to work outside the
home. Some women agree with these men. People who beliévq in
women’s liberation do not feel that it is bad for a woman to
remain at home if she wants to. They believe that work in the
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home is important and should be respected. But they want to
make sure that a woman works at home because she wants to and
not because she can’t get a job outside the home or because she
does not believe that she can do anything useful in her
community.

The women’s liberation movement is trying to give women a
chance to show what they can do. Perhaps 2 woman will find the
cure for our most serious disea-se. Perhaps a woman will solve the
energy crisis. Perhaps women and men, working together, will be
able‘to accomplish important things better and sooner than men
would if men were working alone. If the women’s liberation
movement is successful, we will have a chance to find out.

Each man and each woman must decide whether he or she
agrees with the ideas of the women’s liberation movement
completely, partly, or not at all. Whether you agree or disagree
with women’s liberation, you know that it has begun to change
our lives.

(Approximately 1000 words)
Exercises

— . Comprehension ; Mark the folloWing statements true (T)

or false (F) according to the reading passage.’

1. Many women think that men should be responsible for
household jobs and women should go out to take the place
of their husbands in the work force.

2. Women going out to work in large numbers hdve raised

many new issues still to be resolved.
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3. The American government has never passed any laws to
encourage businesses that get money from the government
to be fair to women. -

4. Most people feel that women should be treated as men in
some ways but not in every way. -

5. Many people think a woman should be encouraged to do
anything that she wants to do and can do in terms of a
career. o

6. Some women feel that women are different from men, so
they should stay home and look after their husbands and
children.

7. The Affirmative Action Law is a law that is unfair to
American men. .

8. Women are trying to show that they are capable of many
things. ’

9. We have found out that women and men, working
together, are able to complete important things better and
sooner. s

. 10. No matter what you think of the Women’s liberation
movement,it will change our society greatly.

. Vocabulary. There are four words or phrases beneath
each sentence. Choose the ong word or phrase which would best
keep the meaning of the original seﬁtence if it were substituted
for the underlined word or phrase.

1. In marriage, husbands and wives must share all of the

work and responsibilities of a home and family.
a. complete b. both participate in

. 11



