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A SURVEY OF NEW ZEALAND

New Zealand is a small, picturesque island na-
tion which is situated in the South Pacific Ocean and
looks like a high-heeled boot hung upside down. Be-
ing an isolated island nation, New Zealand is totally

separated from any other land areas of the world,

over 1,500 kilometres east of Australia its clos-
est neighbour, across the Tasman Sea. To the east of
New Zealand, there is the vast Pacific Ocean, to its

- south i1s Antarctica. Being the last major land mass to
be reached and explored by man, New Zealand is al-
so called “the most remote nation of the world” .

As an island nation, New Zealand comprises
the North and South Islands,
separated by Cook Strait. In addition, there are Stew-
art Island, Chatham Islands and a number of much
smaller islands. The total area of New Zealand is
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270,542 square kilometres, about twice the size of England and al-
most the same size of Jilin Province of China. Among countries Jocat-
ed in Oceania, New Zealand is the third largest one in area, just
smaller than Australia and Papua New Guina.

In 1996, New Zealand had a population of about 3,587,275.
And 90% of the total are of British origin. The indigenous Maori, a
Polynesia group, makes up about 8% of the whole population. Other
nationalities well presented in New Zealand’ s population are Chinese
and Dutch, over 10, 000. The bulk of the population lives on the
North Island, with over 30% of the total concentrated around Central
Auckland and the Bay of Plenty. The average life expectancy is 76
years.

As to the first inhabitants of New Zealand, the Maoris, little is
known about the time and the manner of their arrival, but they are
thought to have armived in a series of migrations from some Pacific Is-
lands around A.D. 800. They mainly settled on the warmer, more
luxuriant forest-clad North Island and only later made their way to
the South Island. Today, Rotorua, a remote tourist resort remains as
the centre of Maori culture. The strong, vigorous Maoris are not only
brave and warlike, but also are excellent singers and dancers. They
are good at carving, especially at wooden carving. Their wooden carv-
ing techniques are so good that they are unrivalled on the Mother
earth. The bases of the early Maori economy was horticulture, fishing
and hunting. It was when they mainly settled on the North Island that
their culture reached its highest point, particularly in the fields of

war, canoe construction, weaving and agriculture.
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The official language of New Zealand is English, but the indige-
nous Maoris have their own language . With regard to religion, there is
no stale religion in this country. But almost 81% of the New Zea-
landers are Christians.

The capital of New Zealand, Wellington, is a city situated at the
southern tip of North Island and close to Cook Strait. Wellington was
a white settlement established by British colonists in 1840, and it
was also the first one. Ever since the seat of the Dominion Govern-
ment was removed from Auckland to Wellington in 1865, Wellington
has remained the capital of the country.Today Wellington is not only
the national junetion, it is the political; commercial, financial and
cultural centre of New Zealand as well . The noted University of Vie-
toria and the Parliament Buildings both are located within Welling-
ton.

The National flag of New Zealand is :The British Blue Ensign
with 4 stars of the Southemn Cross in red, edged in white. As to its
national anthems, New Zealand has two: “God Save the Queen” and
“God Defend New Zealand” . The main festivals of New Zealand are:
Waitangi Day which is on Feb. 6; April 5 is Anzac Day; Queen’ s
birthday and the Labour Day are another two ones.

The North and South Islands of New Zealand are long and nar-
row, which extend about 1, 750 kilometres. They are separated by
Cook Strait,which is narrow but with turbulent waves. New Zealand
1s a mountainous country. Along the west coast of the South Island,
there is the lofty South Alps Mountain which runs straightly from
north to south and climbs to 6,060 kilometres at Mount Cook, New
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| Zealand’ s highest point.The peaks of the South Alps Mountain are
always snow-capped, and there are many glaciers and lakes. River
Tasman, which runs 30 kilometres long, 9 kilometres wide, is the
largest glacier of the country . The east coast of the South Island con-
sists of many fertile plains, such as the broad Canterbury Plain. Can-
terbury Plain is New Zealand’ s largest plain and it is noted for the
famous Canterbury lamb .

The North Island is not as mountainous as the South Island and
the mountains here are mainly distributed along the east coast. There
are volcanoes and hot springs. The geyser area extending northeast
from the centre of North Island to the White Island of Bay of Plenty,
over 200 kilometres long and 40 kilomeires wide, is one of the three
largest thermal areas of the world.

The 600-square-kilometre-Lake Taopo, situated in the centre of
North Island. is a volcanic lake formed by volcanic eruption several
thousands years ago. Less than 10 kilometres from Lake Taopo, in
Wairakei, there is the Wairakei Geothermal Power Station , which was
built in 1963. This geothermal power station is the second one sup-
plied by geothermal heat in the world. Geothermal steam is widely
used in hospitals in New Zealand for heating.

In addition to the North and South Islands, Stewart Island,
Chatham Islands and a number of much smaller islands, the territory
of New Zealand includes several other islands calledthe Southern
Hemisphere Islands” . “The Southern Hemisphere Islands” that make
up the country include the Cook Islands,Niue and the three atolls of
the Tokelaus. They lie in the southwest of Pacific Ocean between lat-
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itudes 33° and 53° south and longitudes 166° east and 173° west. So,
New Zealand’s geographical position is almost corresponding with
that of China. But owing to the influences of oceans and its latitudes,
the climate of this country is generally temperate, ranging from sub-
tropical in the extreme north to temperate marine south. The differ-
ences between seasons, between the north and south are quite small.
New Zealand enjoys a mild winter, a warmer, pleasant summer and
abundant rainfall. Another feature of New Zealand’ s climate is peri-
odic subtropical cyclones.

The forestry of New Zealand is very rich. About 72% of the to-
tal area had been covered with forest and scrub under primitive con-
ditions before the European colonists first settled in this subtropical
region in the 19th century. Later, nearly half of this land was devoted
to agricultural use. Among the distinctive, native forests of New Zeal-
and, the world famous Kauri tree is the largest species of the country
and is one of the most useful softwoods in the world. Its resin called
Kauri gum, is of high value. Kauri tree is honoured as “the King of
Trees” . There is another kind of tree, the Pohutukawa tree, which
blossoms during Christmas, is often called “Christmas tree” . Being
set off by green leaves, blue sky and white clouds, the bunches and
bunches of dazzling, dark red blossoms of the Pohutukawa trees are
so pleasant and joyful. Adding more festival atmosphere for the
Christmas season, the Pohutukawa tree is given the name of “Christ-
mas tree” . In short, New Zealand has a wide distribution of forests
vanging from the northem region to the extreme southern region . The
western part of the South Alps Mountain is the most densely grown
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area, as a result of adequate rain.

The fauna of New Zealand is singularly deficient in species, but
rather distinctive. The prehistoric tuatara, called “a living fossil” , is
a reptile with a rough skin, four legs, a long tail and looks exactly
like lizard . Tuatara has been extinct for one million years, and its life
expectancy is very long, over 100 years. Such kind of rare animal is
carefully protected by the government . Additionally, there are a great
many varieties of birds in New Zealand, about 250 species. The most
famous one is the flightless Kiwi with extremely short wings. Kiwi is
often regarded as the emblem animal of the nation, and New Zea-
landers often affectionally call themselves “Kiwis” .

In regards to its mineral resources, New Zealand is rich in de-
posit of minerals, metallic and nonmetaliic , but few are found in com-
mercial quantities. Among these minerals, gold is an exception, which
was a major export in the early years of organized settlement. The
abundant reserves of coal is still mined to a considerable extent. Iron
sands are exploited both for export and for supplying the needs for a
local steel mill. And most recently. natural gases reserves(1.42 bil-
lion cubic metres) in the south Taranaki and offshore Maui fields
near New Plymouth, shows promise of being ultimately the most sig-
nificant of all.

More than 80% of all electricity of New Zealand comes from
hydroelectric installations on the Waikato, Clutha and other rivers,
and the remainder comes from thermal plants fired by indigenous
coal , imported petroleum, natural gas and some geothermal steam.

National Economy: On the whole, the living standards of New
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