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2 ’ LORD JIM @
LORD JIM

CHAPTER 1

He was an inch, perhaps two, under six feet, powerfully
b::ilt, and he advanced straight at you with a slight stoop of
the shoulders, head forward, and a fixed from-under stare
which made you think of a charging bull. His voice was
deep, loud, and his manner displayed a kind of dogged ©
self-assertion which had noth'ing aggressive in it. It seemed a
necessity, and it was directed apparently as much at himself
as at anybody else. He was spotlessly neat, apparelled® in
immaculate ® white from shoes tb hat, and in the various
Fastern ports where he got his living as ship-chandler’ s

water-clerk he was very popular.

Jim had always good wages and as much humouring as
would have bought the fidelity @ of a fiend. Nevertheless,
with black ingratitude ©® he would throw up the job suddenly
and depart. To his employers the reasons he gave were ob-
viously inadequate. They said “Confounded fool! ” as soon
as his back was turned. This was their criticism on his
exquisite sensibility.

To the white men in the waterside business and to the cap-
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4 " LORD JIM @
tains of ships he was just Jim — nothing more. He had, of
course, another name, but he was anxious that it should not
be pronounced. His incognito, ® which had as many holes as
a sieve ®, was not meant to hide a personality but a fact.

When the fact broke through the incognito he would leave
suddenly the seaport where he happened to be at the time
and go to another - generally farther east. He kept to sea-
ports because he was a seaman in exile from the sea, and
had Ability in the abstract, which is good for no other work
but that of a water-clerk. He retreated ® in good order to-
wards the rising sun, and the fact followed him casually but
inevitably. Thus in the course of years he was known suc-
cessively in Bombay, in Calcutta, in Rangoon, in Penang,
in Batavia — and in each of these halting-places was just Jim
the water-clerk. Afterwards, when his keen perception of
the Intolerable drove him away for good from seaports and
white men, even into the virgin ® forest, the Malays of the
jungle village, where he had elected to conceal his de-
plorable @ faculty, added a word to the monosyllable of his
incognito. They called him Tuan Jim: as one might say -
Lord Jim.

Originally he came from a parsonage. Many commanders
of fine merchant-ships come from these abodes of piety and
peace. Jim’s father possessed such certain knowledge of the
Unknowable as made for the righteousness of people in cott-
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6 ' LORD JIM @

ages without disturbing the ease of mind of those whom an
unerring @ Providence enables to live in mansions. ... The
living had belonged to the family for generations; but Jim
was one of five sons, and when after a course of light holiday
literature his vocation for the sea had declared itself, he was
sent at once to a “training-ship for officers of the mercantile ®
marine.

He learned there a little trigonometry ® and how to cross
top-gallant yards. He was generally liked. He had the third
place in navigation and pulled stroke in the first cutter.
Having a steady head with an excellent physique ®, he was
very smart aloft. His station was in the fore-top, and often
from there he looked down, with the contempt of a man
destined to shine in the midst of dangers, at the peaceful
multitude of roofs cut in two by the brown tide of the stream,
while scattered on the outskirts of the surrounding plain the
factory chimneys rose perpendicular against a grimy sky,
each slender like a pencil, and belching out smoke like a
volcano. He could see the big ships departing, the broad -
beamed ferries constantly on the move, the little boats
floating far below his feet, with the hazy ® splendour of the
sea in the distance, and the hope of a stiring life in the
world of adventure.
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3 | ' LORD JIM @
CHAPTER 1T

After two years of training he went to sea, and entering the
regions so well known to his imagination, found them
strangely barren of adventure. He made many voyages. He
knew the magic monotony ? of existence between sky and
water: he had to bear the criticism of men, the exactions of
the sea, and the prosaic ® severity of the daily task that
gives bread — but whose only reward is in the perfect love of
the work. This reward eluded him. Yet he could not go
back, because there is nothing more enticing ®, disenchant-
ing, and enslaving than the life at sea. Besides, his prospects
were gobd. He was gentlemanly, steady, tractable ®, with a
thorough knowledge of his duties; and in time, when very
young, he became chief mate of a fine ship, without ever
having been tested by those events of the sea that show in the
light of day the inner worth of a man, the edge of his tem-
per, and the fibre of his stuff; that reveal the quality of his
resistance and the secret truth of his pretences, not only to
others but also to himself.

Jim, disabled by a falling spar © at the beginning of a
week of which his Scottish captain used to say afterwards:

‘Man! it's a perfect meeracle to me how she lived through
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10 ' LORD JIM @

it!* spent many days stretched on his back, dazed, battered ©,
hopeless, and tormented ® as if at the bottom of an abyss @
of unrest. He did not care what the end would be, and in his
lucid ® moments over-valued his indifference.

His lameness, however, persisted, and when the ship
arrived at an Eastern port he had 1o go to the hospital. His

recovery was slow, and he was left behind.

Directly he could walk without a stick, he descended into
the town to look for some opportunity to get home. Nothing
offered just then, and, while waiting, he associated natu-

rally with the men of his calling in the port.

To Jim that gossiping crowd, viewed as seamen, seemed at
first more unsubstantial than so many shadows. But at length
he found a fascination in the sight of those men, in their
appearance of doing so well on such a small allowance of
danger and toil. In time, beside the original disdain there
grew up slowly another sentiment; and suddenly, giving up
the idea of going home, he took a berth ® as chief mate of
the Patna,
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CHAPTER III

He let go the rail and made ample gestures as if demon-
strating in the air the shape and extent of his valour; his thin
voice darted in prolonged squeaks ® upon the sea, he tiptoed @

back and forth for the better emphasis of utterance, and
suddenly pitched down head-first as though he had been
clubbed from behind. He said ‘Damn!’ as he tumbled; an
instant of silence followed upon his screeching: Jim and the
skipper staggered forward by common accord, and catching
themselves up, stood very stiff and still gazing, amazed, at
the undisturbed level of the sea. Then they looked upwards
at the stars.

What had happened? The wheezy thump of the engines
went on. Had the earth been checked in her course? They
could not understand; and suddenly the calm sea, the sky
without a cloud, appeared formidably insecure in their im-
mobility, as if poised on the brow of yawning destruction.
The engineer rebounded @ vertically full length and col-
lapsed again into a vague ® heap. This heap said: “What's
that?” in the muffled accents of profound grief. A faint noise
as of thunder infinitely remote, less than a sound, hardly
more than a vibration ®, passed slowly, and the ship quivered
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