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Preface to the First Edition

The student who embarks on a course leading to the Cambridge
Certificate of Proficiency in English examination should already have an
adequate command of English to be able to deal simply but reasonably
correctly with most everyday situations.

Preparation for the Certificate involves above all two aspects of more
ddvanced language study:

(i) An extension of the student’s vocabulary and power of comprehen-
sion to cover a wide variety of subjects ranging over cultural, scientific, all
kinds of intellectual and utilitarian topics.

(ii) The acquisition of such facility in expression that he is able to
present his ideas not only in correct English but in the language best
adapted to his subject and likewise to appreciate the skilful use of language
in the texts he studies.

A student who passes the Proficiency examination at a satisfactory level
should be sufficiemly at home in the language to derive from any kind of
study course in English a benefit equal to that of an Engiish student of
comparable educational background.

While this book has the primary purpose of preparing the student for
the examination, it should prove useful to any advanced learner who
wishes to achieve the foregoing aims.

Throughout the text there is no attempt at simplification as at this stage
the student should be learning new words of all kinds in their contexts the
whole time and should be developing confidence in his ability to under-
stand fully English of a reasonably advanced level.

Preface to the Revised Edition

The present revised syllabus for the Certificate of Proficiency examination
syllabus now covers the following material:

Paper 1 Reading Comprehension (1 hour)

Section A 25 vocabulary-choice sentences.

Section B three or more prose passages on which are based a
total of 15 multiple-choice questions designed to test
ability to read, understand and appreciate.

Paper 2 Composition (2 hours)
Two compositions have to be chosen from five suggested topics.
Paper 3 Use of English (2 hours)

Section A Structural and grammatical exercises. These may
include a (mainly struct iral) gap-filling exercise,
sentence transformation t ased on new openings and
given words, phrasal gap filling and sentence com-
position.

Section B Written responses and siummary based on a com-
prehension passage.

Paper 4 Listening Comprehension (30 minut: s)
Responses in varying formats to que tions on a series of texts.



Paper5 Interview (20 minutes)

Changes have been made to ensure that each stage of the inter-

view will share a common theme, introduced by the picture.

1 Discussion of a photograph.

2 Consideration of a reading passage.

3 Various exposition (based on a topic), discussion, debating
and role-play exercises involving a single candidate or a smalt
group. The theme may be based on a current social issue.

Note Candidates for the Proficiency examination may choose to read
one of a selection of set texts as background preparation for Paper 2
and/or the structured communication exercise in Paper 5. A list of set
texts is available from the University of Cambridge Local Examinations
Syndicate.
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Chapter 1

Reading, vocabulary and comprehension

The British may have long been a nation of shopkeepers but they are
coming late to the business of tourism. For the past century it has been

they who have done the touring while their own hotels have slumbered in

atmosphere and inefficiency and even the pubs have closed before eleven.
Now, somewhat to their bewilderment, they are having to act as hosts to
a vast throng of guests, who, with dollars, francs and marks in their
pockets and handbags, are the most successful invaders since the Normans
and considerably more weicome. They come to enjoy the antique and
traditional but are often less enchanted by the accommodation and
catering, which may share the antiquity. At last, even the surprised tourist
industry is beginning to open ifs eyes. Unfortunately it sees only insoluble
problems. -

For very many years London has been a business centre with hotel
accommodation mainly for visiting businessmen together with other well-
to-do travellers and completely inadequate for the swarms of short-stay
tourists landing at Heathrow or disembarking at Dover. Some new luxury
hotels have soared skywards and a fair number of Victorian houses have
been combined to form ‘private hotels’ of standards from the comfortable
to the repellent. Most hotels are expensive — beyond the means of the
young teacher or secretary from abroad. The Student on holiday fares
worst and often finds his accommodation under the unreliable night sky.

Every morning the guard is changed at Buckingham Palace with fault-
less precision and gay military music. The average spectator, squeezed
among thousands of others, can glimpse an occasional bearskin and touch
of gcarlet and at least enjoy the music. Suggestions for a second perfor-
mance Tater in the day have been scotched by the guards’ acid commenit,
‘We’re doing a job, not acting as performing seals.’ It has also been
suggested that visitors should be whisked in a given time in groups through
Westminster Abbey to relieve the congestion there and the same would
apply to the equally-crowded St Paul’s and the Tower. A vast football
crowd ambles along Oxford Street and surges through the shops there, so
that theTondonerteaves the field free {or provingcials, Americans, Austra-
lasians and a babel of exotic tongues.

As a second Westminster Abbey is impracticable and the glamour of (in
fact) a slightly seedy Oxford Street remains unrivalled, this problem
associated with tourism is indeed insoluble. Tourists are reminded of the
charm of the West Country, the romance of Scotland, the historical
interest of Stratford, Canterbury and Cambridge but to the once-in-a-
lifetime visitor from Kansas City or Adelaide, London will obviously
remain the three-day magnet. Other European capitals probably share
these problems, and the homeward-bound traveller must revel in swinging
his arms, expanding his chest and having time and space to examine and
actually enjoy his surroundings.
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