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PREFACE

Learn as though you would never be able to master
it; hold it as though you would be in fear of losing it.
Confucius, Analects

Confucius certainly knew of the value of learning by placing
such importance on the philosophy of acquiring an education. The
methodology of acquiring an education, as proposed by Confucius,
is answered in this book, entitled Studying in American Univer-
sittes: A Practical Guide.

An education is a tool which is developed through increasing
one’s knowledge and development through an educational proce-
dure. One acquires that tool by working diligently, usually in the
schools, colleges, and universities that are available to the stu-
dent. And if an individual has the opportunity, one of the choices
for increasing one’s knowledge would be to participate in Ameri-
can higher eduaction. Yet it is one thing to study diligently, and
another to preliminarily understand how to begin that study in a
system that is known the world over for its excellence in scholar-
ship.

Before embarking on a course of study in the American Sys-
tem, it is important that a student understands what is available
to him or her through undergraduate, graduate, and professional
programs, how to apply for admission to an institution, how to
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prepare for the tests that would help to determine one ’s placement
for entrance into an institution, how to seek help regarding finan-
cial planning, how to be successful on and off campus, and how to
discover alternative educational programs in lieu of institutional
learning.

The following information contained in this guidebook an-
swers the questions of many potential students who want to study
in the American system, but do not know where to begin their
search for an educational institution or alternative program for
their academic needs, and how to become a successful student.

Professor Edwin Leung succeeds in elucidating the procedure
for becoming a successful student in the United States, and facili-
tating the process so that there would be no waste of time nor re-
sources. This guidebook would bridge any gap between potential
students and their now academic surroundings in an American in-

stitution or program.

Cheryl A. Lau
Gerneral Counsel
U.S. House of Representatives

Princeton, New Jersey
Washington, D.C.
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