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1 The Advantage of Disadvantage
B 2 F

Our society ,. accus%omed to
.;j%afflumce, looks _upon financial
comfort as-the norm and views
poverty as an ;ﬁacceptable op-
tion. A child of monied parents is
said to be “advantaged.” Con-
versely, a child of poor parents is
labeled “ depriv%d. % Understand-
ably, a grez} a\‘“é{%odnt of well-
meaning pity and concern is di-
rected at the poor souls who “fol-
low ‘the crops ”—the migrant
workers. The children of migrant
workers are uneducated, under-

privilegéd ,» and disadvantaged.
My parents followed the

" crops, living in the car or ina
tent unless housing was provided by the grower. It was unthinkable to
them that I should be “farmed out” (% %) with more stable friends or rela-
tives and so, from infancy through my seventh year, I was a part of the
migrant tide.

‘ Thosewseven years are a kaleidoscope (J7 Ef&) of memories. I haven’t
erased all of the bad. I remember my mother wrapping adhesive tape (¥
#) around each of her fingers after the sharp stems of thousands of cher-
ries had cut her flesh almost ‘to the bone. I remember evenings when my
father, stif.f from an old back injury, could not get off his ladder without

help. ' I remember a Christmas when there were no presents, just a tiny,



cle of apples to pears, pe&ches toapmmq, "

forlorn tree. But mostly, I remember the good times.
Although we lived a life devoid of material “extras,” I don’t remem-

ber ever being hungry. I do remember endless pots of ham hocks-and beans

} and thick potato soup wn:h onions and homemade bread. I remember nights

in dingy kitchens in fruit camps watchmg Mother can endless mason jars
full of peaches. In the winters, even in the really bad times, we had juicy,
golden peaches, their taste no less sweet for the cut-out sections(u:ﬂ] N
41) that made them unfit for fancy pack sales.

Rather than being insulated from the differences in people by invisible
boundaries, I was in the midst of a child”s United Nations. When Maria

~Lopez fed her family tacos, she fed me as well. I saw her working in the
fields for several seasons and still think of her when I hear about “shiftless

_ Mexicans. ” I loved: my’ l}'néle ‘Pgte Peté mdbia‘!ﬁlth us sometimes from or-

chard to orchard. He Wasa blg 'ﬁfan broaﬂ a.ng tall, who used to swing me
up above his head and call m&ﬁhis “Bahy glrl.c‘uld ”2He was the first man
up the ladder in the mornmg and the]zm Dne mt of the row in the evening.
Pete was Black. i“,-, o ; T

Seven years of dmnng up and dovm ‘the Webt Coast followmg the cy-

qtét apples to cherries, made

me feel that the whole afea w%ﬁmng‘i My ‘ehildhood territory , rather than
being six blocks square, encém‘ggssed s;x states My neighborhood parks

were Yellowstone and Sequomt’ qndfthe Gmdhd Canyon.

Yellowstone was: 5$ !amilmr. ta me p; e bdckyard I felt the sulphur

) | spray of geysers(l']&,lﬁﬁ) ﬁhd kngw‘ Old Fanhful‘ when he still per-
. formed on schedule. ¥ ladighed Q_ﬁ‘ﬁay{fﬁf gnzzly bears and never thought to

fear them. 1 played in !@gpdowg s;ﬁew}l wim;Wdﬂwers, lovelier than any

o
A

planned suburban ga‘r é#,: _ a; Co

At Sequoia, I ‘marveled: a@‘&e :(ﬂdéét llVlﬂg thmgs in the world. I ran
on the stumps of giant redwoods that had once served as dance floors for

lumber camp residents. I galloped along shaded trails and pretended that I

~was a forest- dwelhng sprite.

The Grand Canyon was awesome in itg size and frightening in its

_ depth I ‘was, however, most 1mpressed with the sturdy donkeys and hors-

es used to ferry visitors down the steep trails.
~ I'didn’t know why we spent so much time in the parks. What con-
cern was it of mine that annual camping fees were only ten dollars?
Away from the parks and their wonders, life was. still full of riches. I
played in the ocean, falling into waves and tasting thelr salt. I tormented’

hermit crabs(S‘?Eﬁ) and was amazed at the pehcans(ﬁﬂ). I still re-



Notes

1.

member the rhyme—my introduction to “poetry”—*“A wonderful bird is a
pelican; his beak can hold more than his belly can. ” ‘

Bridges had a special sound, a melody of tires on steel. We would
cross the Golden Gate at night, and I was always convinced that we were
entering a fairyland. Even the very name Golden Gate invoked a magical
picture of an enchanted land.

~ One of my favorite places was the San Diego Zoo. We spent countless
days wandering its pathways, leisurely, with no pressure to see everything
in one day. There was time to linger by the bears; time to wait for the lion
to roar; always “one more minute” to feed a demanding duck.

Life was for learning too—no fruit picking for my parents’ child. 1
learned to read from road signs, with an assist from Burma Shave. High-
way markers and speed limit signs taught me my numbers. My parents en-
couraged my learning-and bought an endless stream of workbooks.

I learned about pride and honor when we reached a state of despera-
tion. A poor harvest had left us stranded in a strange town. My father,
hat in hand and shoulders slumped, borrowed ten dollars from the Red
Cross. They made it plain that it was considered a handout. I remember
the jar that my mother saved:dimes and quarters and dollars.in until there
was ten dollars to pay back the.debt. I wish I could have seen the prune-
faced do-gooder when she opened the envelope.

That part of my life ended when 1 started second grade. I hved in are-
al apartment and had a real bed, instead of the back seat of our old Stude-
baker. 1 had permanent friends instead of orchard encounters. 1 had stabili-
Yy, S.SEEI;i_ty’ a place. For the first time in my young life, I felt deprived.

" The first seven years were the best. I was not underprivileged nor unedu-

cated nor disadvantaged. I was rich, in the truest sense.

I remember evenings when my father, stiff from an old back injury, could not get off
his ladder withoud help. RidE XAk L. X EW T2 457 B, RIA
ﬁm ’ m#ﬁ—FK T#:j: o

He was a big man, broad and tall, who used to swing me up above his head and call
me his “baby girl child. ” fbEK. 4G, QR GB LML TR, XHRBRAEHK“/)
ﬁ_&”o

3. Sequoia REMMPIB—ERAEUUB ALK EHL)
4. Old Faithful = RE A2 6 5 8 — BRI KW R 56 65580 B — i, B B 1517025

R.
the prune-faced do-gooder X {vi %641 5 B B AIF SR A




Exercises

1. There are five incomplete sentences in this part. For each sentence there are four

choices marked A), B), C) and D). Choose the one answer that best completes the

sentence.’ .
1) Mary took of the fine weather to do a day’s work in his garden.
A) charge B) chance C) advantage D) interest
2) These are the facts that are familar every schoolboy.
A/) w1th B»\), to C) for D) of
3) I am not really familar the taxation laws here.
A) with B) to C) for D) of
4) Is this your " address, or are you only staying there for a short time?
A) temporary ‘E» permanent C) temporal D) personal
5) On television we " the divers work in the sea.
A) saw B) noticed fC) ‘watched D) regarded

* 2. Choose the correct word from the following list to complete the sentences.

imagine , imaginative, imagination, imaginable, 1mag1nary, image

-1) She is the very of her mother.
2) We cannot life without any contradictions.
3) My little daughter has an - friend.

'4) He is an writer.
"~ 5} I’ll leave the details to your )
6) We tried every ' means, but we couldn’t wake her up.

e R AR B A% B fusi
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2 Increased Use of Renewable Energy

T F B LR

' ;fji,\j}ul

epfegtic;r;“"g% reserves of fossil fuels and concerns about greenhouse

gases guarantee an ultimate major role for renewable energy in the United

- States. The rate of transition to a different energy economy will be depen-
dent on many factors such as competitive costs, international crises, and
public opinion. Crises come and go. Public opinion heats and cools. Federal
appropriations ( 3 for solar energy rocketed’ in about 1980, then fiz-
zled?. The major lasting shifts in modes of energy production will occur as
renewable energy becomes cost-competitive in application after application.

During the past 10 years costs of some of the devices for exploiting re-
.newab_le energy have dropped s‘q'b”siz.mtially. Reliability has improved. This
progress was made abundanfly evident at a biennial meeting of the Interna-
tional Solar Enf;rgy Society. The meeting, held in Denver, Colorado, 19 to
23 August, was attended by more than 1400 participants including repre-
sentatives from about 50. countries. |

Trends in applications of photovoltaics(PV)* and wind energy are par-
ticularly interesting. Both are already cost competitive in some situations.
Their technology continues to be improved at an impressive rate, and fur-
ther advances seem ensured.

The cost. of photovoltaic electricity is still considerably greater than
that generated in coal-fired stat_ions: However, in many circumstances PV
is the practical energy source. It is of great convenience in consumer prod-
ucts including calculators, watches, and trickle chargers. It is increasingly
being used around the world in remote locations. The PV devices are man-
ufactured and sold at a profit without subsidy. Increasingly, major public

- utilities are using PV in their operatic/n;é. Engineers employed by Pacific
Gas and Electric of California have installed PV energy sources at 700 loca-

tions. Some of these have been on towers of high voltage transmission

5



lines. Costs of a step-down transformer? exceed those of a PV installation.

Kurt Yeager of the Electric Power Research Institute said that at least
( xtwo dozen U S. utilities are now usmg PV in their operations. He further
" stated that on the basxs of utility surveys the PV applications by electrical
utilities could amount to 40, 000 installations over the next 5 years. This
Staterrrent ia a éreat testimonial (%€ #) to the perceived reliability of PV.
Electric utilities are extremely cautious about adopting unproven equip-
ment. * Good experience with PV now and soon would make them receptive
to enlarged applications later when the cost of PV electricity drops further
as it likely will. It is now 25 to 30 cents per kilowatt hour (kWh). Yeager
has said that once the cost falls to 10 to 20 cents/kWh' a variety of grid-
connected applications will become cost effective.
" The day when PV can become a major quantitative contributor to the
- power grid is distant. Prospects. for a large role for _wind power are more
immediate. Reliability of windmills has been substantially improved. Costs
of generating power have been reduced. In the early- 1980s there was exces-
 sive optirniam for wind power. Performance of the early installations proved
_drsappomtmg. Lifetimes of the equipment were hmxted Costs of mainte-
| nance were excessrve But durmg the 1980s costs of wmd energy decreased
_by a factor of 3 to 4. Now in areas where the annual average wind velocity
is 13 mlles per hour the cost of generatlng electrlclty is 7 to 9 cents/kWh.
jIn locatlons where the velocrty averages 16 mph the cost is 6 cents/kWh.
" The total wind- generatmg capacity in the Umted States exceeds 1600
; megawatts( JEF). Today’s turbines, which average about 100-kW capac-
lﬁlty, can be installed for § 1000/kW New generatmg units are being in-
stalled because the cost of their electric output is competitive (without sub-
sidy Ywith other local generators. Today almost all the wind power is being
‘génerated in California. However, a new variable-speed turbine is being de-
veloped 'that will increase energy capture, lower costs to 5 cents/kWh, and
introduce new flexibility in siting. ® Someé regions of the Great Plains could
" “become major power producers. About 90/6 of .S. wind power potential
lies in 12 north central anid western states. © ‘ ‘ .'
The climate for sustained growth of renewable energy seems excellent.
,World’—'wide' interest and activity are increasing: In the United States rapid
‘improvernents in cost-cutting -technologies are being made. Funding for
. R&D is improving. Federal appropriations for renewable energy that hit a
low in fisoal (B B #9) 1990 are now increasing. The Electric Power Re-
- search Institute is fostering renewable energy. Some companies active in re-

newables are. showmg a profit.
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Notes

1. rocket Sk AR b+

fizzle KFRRMY

photovoltaics JEH

a step-down transformer; FE E7E 2%

Electric utilities are extremely cautious about adopting unproven equipment  H, } /) H]

ERXRARERE S RIEREHLY.

6. However, a new variable-speed turbine is being developed that will increase energy

A

capture, lower costs to 5 cents/kWh, and introduce new flexibility in siting.  #R7f,

e ERBF I — M B R BT, AT LRSS R AR 5T
RN 5 SR AT AR B R
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Exercises - > @i%u 2;”

— WP; . . ,

1. Fill in the blank with word or phrase front the list; O Holhs 7 G4 ‘X"“‘*

) , I
on the basis of, major, guarantee, substantially, considerably
1) The manufacturers ___ the watch for three years.

5

2) Shipbuilding used to be one of our _industries.
3) Most colleges in the U. S. admit students ____ their high-school records.
'4) Itis colder today than it was yesterday.- '

5) There are one-or two minor differences, but they are - the same.

2. Find words in the passage with meanings similar to these:
1) far away in space or time ‘
2) goup fast like a rocket
3) make safe o
4) that can or may come into existence or action

5) of public revenue
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