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Sun :

Act One
Before Setting Off

Prologue

For ages and ages, the Yellow River has been
rushing to the sea, and the Great Wall has been
creeping towards the ocean. It’s the seas and
oceans which have linked all the lands, all the
people and all their hearts. The play tells you a
story about some ordinary people in the world and
the friendship between them. It begins in Beijing.

Scene 1 In Friendship Hotel

(Sun Lin, a student of Electronics, knocks on the door
of Prof. White, an elderly Englishwoman. )

White ;

Sun.

White:

Sun.
White :

2

Come in] (Sun enters) So it’s Sun Lin. Do come
in!

(with his left hand behind him) Hello, Prof.
White!] Where is your lecture-file?

(looking about) Now, where have I put it? I must
have brought it back after the lecture this morn-
ing. ’

Don’t look for it, please! You won’t find it.

Why not?
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Sun.

White .

Sun.

White s
Sun .

White .
Sun;

White ;

Sun .

White :

Sun;
White ;
Sun.
White :

Sun.

(showing the file in his left hand) Look! What’s
this?

Oh, you've got it! Did I leave it in the lecture-hall
again?

Yes, that’s where I found it again.

How careless of me! It’s a sign of age, I'm afraid.
No, Prof. White, you’re not old yet. As a matter
of fact, quite a lot of learned pecple tend to be ab-
sent-minded.

Thank you for saying so.

I’ve come not only to give the file back to you, but
also to tell you a piece of good news. It’s good
news for me, anyhow.

What is it?

It’s been decided that I should go to London Uni-
versity to study for a Master degree, starting next
term.

I’'m so glad to hear that! London University is my
Alma Mater, you know.

Really? Did you live in London?

Yes, I was born and brought up there.

Have you been living there ever since?

No. I left London soon after I'd got married. But
my daughter, Rebecca, is at London University
right now. Perhaps you’ll meet her someday.
Rebecca—— I’ll keep the name in mind. What’s

her subject? Electronics as well?
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White :

Sun;

White ;

Sun;
White;

Sun .

White .

No, she is such a muddle-headed girl that she’ll
never become a scientist. Though I'm absent-
minded, 1 keep a clear head.

It’s a pity that she doesn’t take after you in this re-
spect.

Well, it can’t be helped. Sun Lin, may I remind
you of something that you sgem to have forgotten?
Have 1?7 Please tell me what it is!

You promised to take me to the Great Wall some-
day, didn’t you?

Yes, and I haven't forgotten. You said you wanted
to see the end of the Great Wall that’s submerged
in the sea, but it’s far away from Beijing. We’ll
have to wait till your lectures are over.

I see. Let’s do it in the summer vacations, before

you go to London.

Scene 2 At Shanhai Pass

(Sun Lin and Prof. White are looking at the Great
Wall from a distance.)

Sun H

White

Look! The Great Wall stretches right into the sea.
Our forefathers built this wall to defend them-
selves from invasion. That’s why they had to make
it so long, over mountains and across plains, from
the land to the sea.

I see, so the Great Wall was built for the sake of
peace. In that case, it should be called “the Peace
Wall”.
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Sun;

White ;
Suﬂ:

White :
Sun:

White .

Sun;
_ White:

Sun;

White .

Sun:

That’s not a bad idea, but it’s a bit too late now.
You should have made this suggestion to the first
Chinese emperor long ago.

When would that be?

You should have spoken to him about it in the Qin
Dynasty, which was only a bit over 2,000 years
back.

(laughing) 1 know I’'m not young any longer, but
not so old as all that. Let’s go up these steps!
It’s a rather steep slope. Will you give me your

"handbag and hold on to my arm?

(gives it to him and takes his arm) Thank you! As
you know, the Westerners have completed many
huge projects, but none of them beats this wall in
scale.

The American astronauts saw it with their naked
eyes from the moon, didn’t they?

Yes, they saw a very small world, and this long,
long wall.

Anyway, the Western countries are advanced in
science and technology. That’s why I’m going to
London to study electronics.

I hope you'll Whter, Rebecca,
when you are there. If you come across a muddle-
headed girl, it may be her.

But there are so many students at London Univer-
sity; it’s not very likely I should meet your daugh-

ter.
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