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Prologue

A futurist once stated that one of the remarkable changes in
the present-day society is that human society has undergone a tran-
sition from the culture of “the younger learn from the elder” into
the culture of “both the adults and the children learn from their
contemporaries . > What’s more , the next phase will be a culture
of “the elder learn from the younger . ”

In fact , the younger and the elder always learn from each
other . It is unfair to think of this futurist’s idea in terms of abso-
lutes:however, it is quite sagacious of him to point out the tenden-
¢y that the younger generation is marching increasingly ahead.
The mid-1980s noticed a striking upsurge of the culture of “the el-
der learn from the younger” in China’s academic and theoretic cir-
cles. A lot of young scholars came into prominence. Dashing in
spirit,original in viewponts,and rigorous in study style, they have
displayed quite a number of inspiring new accompiishments in their
researches. But all these did not come by accident;it is the new sit-
uation since the Third Plenary Session of the Eleventh National

Congress of the Communist Party of China that has provided fresh



air and fertile soli for the healthy growth of this new generation.

At present, the worldwide new technological revolution is
rapidly and profoundly transforming the human social life and ide-
ology as well as promoting the extensive inter-infiltration among
human knowledge systems. Consequently ,nniew areas,new subjects,
and new problems have been constantly probed into and develope-
d. In light of this new situation,the elder and the younger are ac-
tually at the same starting point. Bcause the younger generation
enjoy the advantage of flexibility in their thinking mode,they are
likely to be more liberal-minded and more explorative ; therefore,
their researches would probably demonstrate more vitality and cre-
ativity.

In veiw of the situation in which new stars are coming forth
in large numbers in the academic and theoretic circles, we publish-
ing workers feel obliged to introduce their valuable research fruits
to the public. This will be , without doubt, very beneficial for
prosperity in our academic fields and for the development of the
new stars. Thus, our publishing house has decided to publish
“Young Scholars’ Series. ”

The pubishing of “Young Scholars’ Series” is but a new at-
tempt of ours. We sincerely expect young scholars’ support for this
series by offering us their most up-to-date and best resaerch result-
s. Meanwhile, we also long for warm-hearted concern and assis-
tance from our respectable elder scholars. Undoubtedly ,the acquisi-
tion of any new result is based on the inheritance of traditions,and

the growth of any young scholar is dependent on the support from

his elders.



Together with our young scholars, we are looking forward to
China’s academic future!

Xuelin Pubishing House
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