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Foreword

An increasing number of people take up the study of Japanese every year,
bringing with them an increasing diversity of native languages and goals in study-
ing Japanese. A fairly comprehensive range of textbooks has been published in re-
sponse, but dictionaries available to students do not always meet their needs.

In a Japanese dictionary designed for non-native speakers, we feel it is not e-
nough just to show how a word is written and explain its meaning. It is also im-
portant to indicate how the word is used and in what context. This information
should be useful in writing sentences.

Two dictionaries with such goals have been published by official
organizations: Kihongo Yorei Jiten and Kiso Nihongo Gakushu Jiten. Both of
these, however, concentrate on basic vocabulary: 4,500 words in the former and
2,873 in the latter. In order to meet the needs of students at more advanced
levels, the present dictionary contains approximately 11,000 entries. Since Level
1 of the Japanese Language Proficiency Test requires a vocabulary of about 10,000
words, this dictionary is at a roughly equivalent level in terms of numbers.

In addition to giving guidelines such as accents, we have endeavored to make
the entries as informative as possible, mainly by means of sample sentences. Eng-
lish and Chinese translations have been added to convey the general meaning. We
have also included as many examples as possible of onomatopoeia, mimesis,
idioms, proverbs, and other expressions that are frequently used in daily life. Fur-
ther information that we judged especially necessary to a student of Japanese has
been included in topic boxes.

Our basic approach has been to draw on classroom experience in Japanese lan-
guage education, focusing on those aspects we view to be most helpful in the learn-
ing of Japanese. It is our sincere hope that this dictionary will earn the approval of

discerning and demanding users.

January 1995
Sakata Yukiko
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