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Preface

Yu Youxian

Head of the National News and Press Department

Examining thoroughly and systematically the cultural phe-
nomina in the region around Shaolin Temple and Mount Song, A
Study of Chinese Shaolin Culrure constructs its own system and forms
a new branch of learning , presents itself as a new achievement in
the Chinese cultural study and is worth praising and congratulating
upon.

Chinese culture is a particular and concrete one, containing ex-
tensive knowledge and profound scholarship and characterized by
distinct regionality and nationality. Historical and concrete investiga-
tion on various aspects of Chinese culture and discovery of the
unity in Chinese culture from particularity of regional culture will not
only make Chinese culture well understood, enriched, and subsian-
tiated, but also promote the progress of creating a new culture
with Chinese socialist characteristics. Evaluating this book on the

balance of Chinese culture, 1 find that three major achievements
should be affirmed.



\% A Study of Chinese Shaolin Culture

First, the original discovery of Shaolin culture study. The Yellow
River basin was one of the birthplaces of the Chinese nation and of
Chinese culture that has a long history and substantial content. The
Mount Song and Shaolin culture, originating from the southern side
of the Yellow River, is an important component of Chinese culture
for its rich content and unique charm. This specific region has its
distinctive  geographical conditions and the most distinguished
features of the Chinese culture . Here we can find the unique and
superior human environment and the footmarks left by natural
historical events, such as movements of glacier, change of dynasty,
confrontation of ideas and convergence of culture. Not only is there
the Shaolin Temple which is the birthplace of the Chan sect of
Budhism; but there is the Central Mountain Temple which is one of the
major shrines of Chinese Taoism. And there is also the Songyang A-
cademy where Neoconfucianism of the Song Dynasty(960 - 1279)
generated and developed. There are not only object materials of ar-
chitecture, drawing, carving and geology, but also cultural heritage
such as cultivation of character, upholding of nature, pursuits of
scholarship and possesion of patriotism, and civilizational wonder of the
Shaolin Marshal Arts, which is renowned both at home and
abroad. The author, Zhang Guochen, presents and generalizes
twenty one aspects in his A Sway of Chinese Shaolin Culture, which
both shows his academic perspicaciousness and exists as a sig-
nificant breakthrough in the study in the regional cultures.

Second, the author’s emphasis on the relation between culture
on the one hand and social and economic development on the other . A

culture is a reflection on ideology of politics and economics of a cer-
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tain society and in turn promotes greatly the growth of politics and
economics. In this aspect, the region of Shaolin has had its profound
experience. In 1979, a movie entitled Sheolin Zemple raised  the
curtain on Mount Song and Shaolin Cultural Tourism, which brought
about changes to the closed and backward mode of thinking, rein-
forced open and creative awareness, altered the unhealthy mood and
customs, and promoted local spiritual civilization. Motivated by the
cultural charm , the flourishing tourist industry has brought continu-
ous elevation to the urban standards in this region delegated by
Dengfeng City and ushered in a new era of comprehensive progress
in every aspect of the society. As presented in this book,
Dengfeng” s rapid development in the recent two decades well
demonstrates the mutual promotion bhetween eculture and eco-
nomics.

Finally, the successful employment of various writing tech-
niques in theoretical work. Governed by the central theme, the
author stresses reality in narrative, thesis in argumentation,
rationalism in lyrics and features in induction. He perfectly combines
the reviewing of history, the setting of space and the evaluation of
reality. He argues and comments, compares and contrasts, making
theoritical work, which could have become involved and abstruse,
easily ~ understood and thought - provoking. This manifests the au-
thor’ s art of writing, his hard labour, his creativeness and dedi-
cation, and his exceptional ability to push ahead with important
tasks.

The author is a pioneer in his construction and investga-

tion of the study of Shaolin culture. Though some chapters in
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this book may seem a little simple and others lengthy, one flaw
cannot mar the jade . This original work is conducive to improving
the national quality. So, I would like to recommend it to all the

readers.
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