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Preface I

"Tibet Minority Autonomous Region,as the rest of the
provinces, autonomous regions and municipalities, has suc-
. cessfully conducted the 1990 National Pgﬁpulation Census,
according to the assignment given by the State Council. Af-
ter a year's preparation, the Census Office of the State
Council is holding the Scientific Symposium on Tibet Popu-
lation, 24 - 26 July 1992,Lasa. This is done in accordance
with the principle of carefully conducting the forth popula-
tion census, doing well with the data analysis, its research,
its development and its utilization stated by the State Coun-
cil . This symposium will be very much significant in re-
gards of fully utilizing the regional census data, of making
studies on present status of Tibet population, of making
population policy and development plan, of utilizing the hu-
man resources, of speeding up the development of people’s
talent, of achieving the goal of getting rid of poverty and
becoming well - off ,and of building up a new Tibet of unity
swell - off, civilized region.

Tibet is an autonomous region that concentrate with
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Tibetan minority nationalities. 1990’s census tells that
there are 2. 1 million of Tibetan in the region, which ac-
counts for 95% of the total regional population, vand 45 %
of the national Tibetan. Consequently, it is of a great sig-
nificance to study on the Tibet minority in Tibet.

As it is well known that Tibet was in a serfdom state
ruled by bureaucrats, nobles and upper class monks and
priests before the peace liberation. The serfdom society
hindered development of productivity and the progress of
the society as its economy and cultural background was
backward, pepole were living in poverty,and population de-
creased year after year. Since the peace liberation, espe-
cially the democratic reform of 1959, the China’s Commu-
nist Party and the Government have put great effort in pro-
moting the production, re arranging people’s life, and de-
veloping the medical treatment facilities. Meanwhile, a pol-
icy of encouraging the birth delivery and expanding the pop-
ulation was adopted. Therefore, in the socialist new Tibet,
the population death rate has been dropping year by year,
life span has been expanded, and the population is growing
rapidly. The total population increased by 81% in 1990
comparing with the year 1952. Great changes have taken
place in many respects, politics,economy, culture and social
affairs. The forty year’s developmenf of Tibet tells a com-
mon view, there will not be present day and tomorrow for
the socialist new Tibet if the Communist Part of China does
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not take the lead or without the powerful support from the
brother nationalities across the nation.

The Central Communist Party Committee and the
Government have been very much concerned with the de-
velopment of Tibet. Two symposiums on Tibet’s work
have been conducted since 1980, and a series of special poli-
cy and flexible measures have been made in accordance with
Tibet’s actual situation. From 20 July 1990, Jiang Zem-
ing, Director - General of the Party’s secretary, paid a
week - long visit to Tibet, and delivered important direc-
tions on the development of steady situation and economy.
Tibet’s situation has been steady in recent years and it leads
from good to better. Still, we shall be conscious that for-
eign anti - China forces is subverting and infiltrating our
country as the international situation is turbulent. Raising
the terms of democracy ,freedom, human rights as their
excuse, they are wantonly interfering in the internal affairs
of our country, intending to break away the Tibet from the
socialist China. The Dalai groups is also trying to go up
with the anti - China forces abroad by going canvassing and
begging for support. They are whipping up world opinion,
hoping to ”internationalize” the Tibet issue. Thus,rto con-
duct research on Tibet population is to carry out the spirit
of the Central Conference on Nationality Issues, to propa-
gandize the great achievements of Party’s nationality policy
over Tibet, and to promote the unity of the nation. At the
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same time, denounce a few of people abroad producing ” Ti-
bet Issues” with convincing facts and accurate statistics. -

The Party’s Committee of Tibet Autonomous Region
and the local government are very much concerned with the
scientific research on the population issues of the area. It is
hoped that this conference will accomplish the following
three goals:

1. To fully understand the situation of Tibet by utiliz-
ing the Fourth Population Census data, ie, to conduct fur-
ther studies on Tibet population, so as to vigorously develop
Tibet’s economy, to build up a socialist new Tibet with u-
nity, well - off and civilized characteristics.

2. To learn advanced techniques of scientific popula-
tion research from inland people by exchanging experience
of the field so as to put the study into a higher stage, and to
continue the population research in Tibet.

3. To utilize the results of the conference as to serve
for making population policy and the development plan of
Tibet.

I believe that the above mentioned goals will be
achieved. As the results of the conference will be dissemi-.
nated to the public via press media, people who are con-
cerned with Tibet both at home and abroad will further un-
derstand our party’s policy over minority nationalities, and
see the reflection of the socialist system in Tibet.

Please allow me to express our congratulations, on be-
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