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PREFACE

Is there an American language? If Americans do not speak
English, what language do they speak ? If it is the same lan guage,
it certainly differs in many important respects from that spoken
by the British. Because of the close contacts between Ameri-
cans and Europeans, resulting from the recent war and the es-
tablishment of the peace, there seems to be a greater need than
ever before for a book which will illustrate with some accuracy
the everyday speech of educated Americans, and point out dif-
ferences between it and British usage.

The most noticeable differences can hardly be conveyed in
print, as those in tempo, thythm, intonation, and inflection.
However, there are some striking differences in pronunciation
and vocabulary; the student who masters these, after knowing
the fundamentals of the common English language, will be able
to make conversation in either England or America.

This book tries to show how Americans really speak in vari-
ous situations of daily life. These situations have been chosen
with two purposes in view: first, to present a cross section of
American life, with special emphasis on the aspects which are
unusual or unknown in the Old World; and second, to illustrate
various levels of speech formality, from that of children at play
to that of ladies at a literary tea. A number of slang and even
ungrammatical expressions have been used, as these occur fre-
quently in the informal speech of educated Americans; but
footnotes indicate any terms which are riot acceptable in formal
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usage. FEspecially vulgar or illiterate expressions have been
avoided.

The work is by no means complete. In order to make the
dialogues as realistic as possible, the book uses repeatedly the
idioms which are heard most frequently in real life, and omits
many common idioms which would not naturally occur in the
particular situations presented.

It would be impossible in a brief preface to express apprecia-
tion to all who have helped in preparing this work, but acknow-
ledgment is certainly due to my wife for many helpful sugges-
tions and much loyal cooperation, to Dr. Frederick Ungar, Dr.

- Leo Herland, and Miss Carol McDonald for encouragement
and advice, and especially to Dr. Robert Lohan for so much
assistance that he should really be called collaborator as well
as translator.

h W. TASKER WITHAM
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1. RISING ‘AND BREAKFAST

(The alarm clock rings violently, arousing Mr. Weaver
from deep sleep.)

MR. WEAVER (sleepily): Darn® that thing.

(Still half asleep, he gropes for® the clock, manages to turn
off® the alarm, then pulls the covers over himself again. Mrs.
Weaver, who for some time has been lying awake beside him in
the double bed, laughingly gives her husband a push.)

MRS. WEAVER: Wake up, lazybones.® You’ll miss your
breakfast again and be grumpy all morning.

MR. WEAVER: (from under the blankets): Five minutes
more.® Let me know when you’re through with®the bathroom.

(Mrs. Weaver goes to the bathroom, returns a few minutes
later, and pulls the covers off her husband.)

MRS. WEAVER: Come on, sleepyhead. Get up and shave
those whiskers® off. You look like an old bear hibernating.

(Mr. Weaver stretches, yawns, rises reluctantly and plods
heavily into the bathroom. He fills the basin with water, plungzs
his hands in, and draws them out again quickly, roaring with

pain.)
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MR. WEAVER: Confound® ‘the dad-blasted® water!
Why didn’t you tell me it was so hot?

MRS. WEAVER (unsympathetically): Don’t blame me if
you’re too sleepy to see it steaming. And for heaven’s sake,
don’t wake the whole neighborhood!

(Mr. Weaver -adds cold water to the basin and washes him-
self; then, with face and hands dripping and eyes tightly closed,
he reaches for a towel. His fingers closed on® something small
and silky.)

MR. WEAVER: What the dickens!® (He opens his eyes.)
Hey! Who the Sam Hill® has been hanging panties® on my
towel rack?

MRS. WEAVER (at the bathroom door): Quiet, please,
Frank. I'd like® to have the children get some sleep.

- MR. WEAVER (holding up a dainty undergarment): But
what about this?

. MRS. WEAVER: Hazel was washing out® some of her
undics® last night, and your rack was the only empty one, so
she hung them there to dry. It’s nothing to get excited over.

.~ MR. WEAVER: Well, where’s my towel? That's what I
want to know.

MRS. WEAVER: I put it in the laundry. It was filthy.
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MR. WEAYER: And never thought to get me a clean one,®
of course.

MRS. WEAVER: You know where the linen closet is; you
could help yourself. (She gets one for him.) Now go ahead
and shave. I’ll have your breakfast ready for you when you'’re
through.

(She descends to the kitchen.® He inspects his face in the
mirror, then leisurely applies a heavy coating of lather, while
amusing himself by making faces® at his reflection. At last
he begins to assemble his safety razor. Not finding a blade,
he goes to the door and shouts angrily.)

MR. WEAVER: Helen! What.have you done with my
blades?

MRS. WEAVER: Your blades? I haven’t had them. Oh,
Frank, haven’t you begun to shave yet? Your eggs will be cold.

MR. WEAVER (louder than ever): Somebody must have
had them. A package of razor blades doesn’t run away and
hide.

MRS. WEAVER: Frank, do be quiet.® Have you looked in
your bathrobe pocket?

MR. WEAVER: Of course I have. Theyre not — (He
finds the blades in his pocket, where he has put them a few minutes
earlier.) Well, I don’t know how they got there.

MRS. WEAVER: If you’d® use the electric shaver I gave
you for Christmas, you wouldn’t have to bother with blades or
brushes or any of that messy stuff.
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