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Directions
For this part, you are allowed thirty minutes to write a compostion on
the topic My View on Modern Technology. You should write no less
than 120 words and base your compostion on the following outline
(given in Chinese).

- BURBI AR KR 4n et B« SERE (cloning) (R T 4 &3 2 ,
2. AREARH KR WL AR BT AR,
3. BB,

e 1}
My View on Modern Technology

Almost everyday we see something on TV about the new exciting
developments in science and technology. The latest one, perhaps, is
cloning. News has come from England that researchers have succeeded
in creating a lamb from a cell in an adult ewe, a young lamb which is
in essence her mother’s identical twin. Although people cheer the
embryonic cloning as a breakthrough in reproductive technology, they
also feel a danger if scientists can clone sheep, why they cannot clone
people? The mixed feeling is a mirror of their concern over the
development of technology.

No one will deny that the introduction of modern technology has
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improved the structure of society, and helped man to gain increasing
control over his environment. The technology of cloning, for example,
opens up many exciting possibilities, from propagating endangered
animal species to producing replacement organs for transplant patients.
Agriculture stands to benefit as well; dairy farmers could clone their
champion cows, making it possible to produce more milk from smaller
herds.

Another example of the benéfit man gains from technology is the
computer. The development of computer technology leads to the
creation of robots which provide man with much help in many aspects.
For instance, with the aid of robots. the components of a car can be
assembled more quickly and more accurately than that done by human
hands, thus lower cost of cars and better quality too.

The growing concern over the effect of technology, however, is
not without reason. It is clear that many major problems we are
confronted with today are either a direct or indirect consequence of
technological development. For example, severe air pollution brought
on by the wide application of modern technology in factories has posed a
threat to human survival. It not only causes much acid rain but also the
loss of the ozone layer in the atmosphere, which will expose human
beings directly under the solar ultra-violet rays. To the well-known
example of air pollution, two more may be added. the depletion of
energy resoutrces and the military space race.

Since seeking for better living environment is one of the chief
desires of human beings, it is necessary that steps should be called for to
guide the direction of technological development and to improve our
protection against harmful uses of technology. Among other things, the
political system must exert more effective control over technology ;
better means must be found to anticipate its consequences; and more

2



refliable infors: :~w.on about technological developments must be available

to people at lar,.«. so that a human clone won’t emerge in the future.
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