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Lesson Seventeen

Text

The History of Books

The first books were quite different from the books of to-
day. They were made of baked clay tablets. Some of these tablets
have been found that were used in Mesopotamia about fifty-five
hundred years ago. The people of that time used symbols to rep-
resent their language. When the clay was soft ,the symbols were

“written in the clay. After the tablets were baked,the clay hard-
ened and t};e messages were permanently preserved. Most of the
tablets that have been found are business records,such as deeds
to certain lands in the arga.

The Egyptains found a material that was more convenient to
write on than clay. They used the bark of the papyrus,a grassy
plant that grows wild in the Nile Valley. They pasted layers of
this bark together to make long sheets—sometimes over a hun-
dred feet long. A wooden roller was attached to each end of the
sheet so that a small portion could be read, then the papyrus
could be rolled up a little to reveal a new portion of writing. Be-
cause this method was employed,the Egyptian writing was done

!

in columns,reading from top to bottom.



For centuries this type of book was used in Greece,Egypt,
China,and Rome. The Romans made roll books of vellum,a soft
parchment made from the skins of young animals such as lambs,
kids or calves. About 300 A. D. a new type of book was devel- -
oped :three of four sheets of vellum were folded and sewn togeth-
er . Then the ends were cut so that the pages could be turned.

The Chinese began printing books during the Middle Ages,
long before the Europeans. Their printing type was made of
baked clay and their books were made of paper—another Chinese
invention . The Chinese books looked very much like our modern
books. However, the Chinese had little or no contact with Europe
at that time, so it is not clear whether or not the Europeéns »
learned about printing from the Chinese..

The first known inventor of printing in Europe was Jo-
hannes Gutenberg of Germany. The first book printed in his
workshop was a Latin Bible. A few copies of this first book still
exists. They are now over five hundred years old. The Gutenberg
Bible was printed on a hand press with type made of lead. Most
of the copies were printed on paper,but a few were printed on
vellum. The books are about 12 inches wide and 16!/, inches
long. ‘ .

Men who had been trained in Gutenberg’ s workshop soon
established themselves as independentlprinters. By 1500, about
fifty years after the first Bible was printed, more than 30, 000
books ‘had been printed. The Bible was still the most popular
book. Other church books were also printed,as were Greek and
‘ Latin classics, history books,and astronomy books.

The tools of the first printers were simple and could be



moved about easily. At the end of the fifteenth century there
were more than a thousand printers in Europe. Since many people
could not read Latin and Greek,books were soon printed in vari-
ous languages. The printers also began to make the books small-
er,so that they could be handled more easily. Furthermore, the
printers began to make their boocks more elaborate,adding pic-
tures and ornamental letters at the beginning of chapters. Gradu-
ally the letters of \the type were made smaller ,finer and more
delicate. The letters began to look less like manuscript letters,
and ,eventually, the form of the létters was simplified to the
point whefe they were well-adapted to the metal of the type.

Sometimes books were illustrated with woodcuts. Blocks of
wood were carved so that the white parts of the picture were be-
low the surface of the wood. When the surface was inked and
stamped onto paper,the dark part of the picture was reproduced.
- The first attempts, of lcourse,were rather crude,but eventually
the block printers were making meticulous and artistic illustra-
tions. Florence,in Italy and Lyons,in France,became famous for
their illustrated books.

In the seventeenth century,great numbers of religious pam-
phlets were printed. These pamphlets were not always neat or
artistic because the writers were only interested in spreading
their ideas quickly,and the readers did not consider the appear-
ance of the book important. The art of metal engraving was de-
veloped about this time and enabled printers to illustrate their
books with pictures of very fine,delicate lines. The use of an en-
graving on the first page of a book became popular . The quality

of the paper improved too.



By 1800, hand printers could not supply enough books to
satisfy the demand. Books were not printed fast enough when
hand-made paper and wooden hand presses were used. Fortunate-
Iy, about this time, many machines were invented that aided in
the mass production of such products as cotton and woolen
cloth. The invention of new types of printing machines and paper
" machines followed on the heels of these inventions and helped to
speed up the production of books. The paper machine produced
paper in rolls instead of sheets;and the iron handpress enabled
the printer to use larger pieces of paper on which more text could
be printed in less time. Finally,the linotype was invented,a ma-
chine which could cast an entire line of type at one time.

In the twentieth century ,many books have been produced in
paperback editions. Although these books do not last as long as
books with cloth or leather bindings, they are much cheaper.
Thus , many poor people,who could not afford books before,can
now buy them. Today books are available to everyone because
they are.no longer expensive,they do not take long to produce,
and , consequently, they are no‘ longer rare. Because of 'this
progress in book production,more and more people are learning
to read. More and more people are now writing books,as well as
reading them, so that the literature of the world is being con-

stantly enriched.
Words and Expressions

clay [klei] n. 13X
tablet ['teeblit] n. [ ]H4R Ok, E%ﬁﬁiﬂ‘)#’ﬂi BB R X F
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Mesopotamia [,messpo'teimjp] n. ERF kKT
deed [di:d] n.[#]32%4

papyrus [po'paioras] * ([# lpapyri [po'paisrai] = papyrus-
es)n. ()46 954 |
paste [peist] wvt. JRIEHFT

portion ['pa:fon] n. —I/MH;—1H

column ['kolam] n. &

vellum ['velom] n. ¥§HME 4

parchment ['pa:tfmont] n. CERZAALIH) 24
Bible ['baibl] "n. [the Bible] X%
astronomy [ss'trongmi] n. RK3rae

- ornamental [5:ns'mentl] a. gy
manuscript ['maenjuskript] a. FH; K5
illustrate [ilgstreit] vt-@?ﬁ[ﬂ%%ﬁﬁ(:ﬁ\ﬁ%)
woodcut  [wud-kat] n. K. KRE

surface ['sa:fis] n. Fil; 4k :
meticulous [mi'tikjulss] a. H/ME KA s B
engraving [in'greivid] n. BEZ ; B 5

heel [hi:l] n. BSH, M

linotype ['lainoutaip] n.47HI}EZEEEML

cast [ka:st] wvt.n. &)

paperback ['peips-baek] n. ¥z

edition [i'difon] n. ;RG24

enrich [in'ritf] vt.{fE®

follow on the heels of EWRLE W SH

Notes to the Text

1. A wooden roller was attached to each end of the sheet so that a.
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small portion could be read, then the papyrus could be rolled
up a little to reveal a new portion of writing.
FERTF RTINS M L — AR, DUER A— /340 b H
i, REREADERERE— L EFHH—BORARIALEK.
FJ¥ so that 5| MR —AMRREHHRENG BT RAEBH
" Hhyso that SBR[ 3| G RRGRARF NG, R TIIRAH
F: ' '
(HERREH
I'm going to make an early start so that I don't get stuck in
the traffic. ‘
I took my golf clubs so that I could play at the weekend.
We must study the enemy's tactics so that we can defeat
them. '
OFRRER
He didn't plan his time well,so that he didn't finish the
work in time.
 She worried so that she could hardly eat her supper.
It was so cold that we had to stop the game.

2. About 300 A.D. a new type of book was developed:three or

~ four sheets of vellum were folded and sewn together-

A.D % AD,RRATT, RH T X Anno Domini KI 455 , AT &E
EBUERIFLE. (since the Birth of Christ. )B. C 8 BC, &4
JCHY , /& Before Christ 4 E .

3. The Letters began to look less like manuscript letters, and
eventually,the form of the letters was simplified to the point
where they were well-adapted to the metal of the type.
FZRFHE LERIRRFENTH FH . FROEAER

KD ME S EFEHIHF
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. Blocks of wood were carved so that the white parts of the pic-
ture were below the surface of the wood.
*ﬁ’&ﬂﬁ%ﬂf‘ @@LB@WJW&}%AM?*E&’H@E,
Word Study
Send
.send away: FE; R E: R ITRE
" These letters must be sent away tonight.
I soon sent the salesman away,as I wasn't interested in what
he was selling.
We had to send the girl away for stealing the silver.
Please don't send me away,I want to be near you!
. send for; J§g A\ i
Send for a doctor ,a man has been hurt.
Have the proper officials been sent for?
Leave this house now,or I will send for the police.
.send forth. & H (3, #, 4
And the tree sent forth leaves and fruit in its season.
The sun has sent forth its heat since the beginning of time.
.sent off . &F; %
I'd like to send the parcel off by early post.
Mary complained about getting up early in the morning to send
her husband off to work,as he was a grown man who should
be able to do this for himself.
.send out 3% H s & s FE (B, 06, #4, KBRS
Why dld you send the children out to play in this wet weather? 7‘
Orders are taken by mail,and the goods are sent out from a
central point where they are stored.
This hole in the cave wall sends out a strange noise when the
7



