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Parliament

1
What is Parliament?

The British Parliament is in Westminster?, in London. It is
in some old buildings next to the River Thames?, and next
to the old clock, Big Ben®. It is a very old Parliament. It is
the first. Some people call it the ‘Mother of Parliaments’®.

the Queen, the
House of Commons® and the House of Lords®. They work

The Parliament is three things

together, but the House of Commons makes the laws. The
House of Commons and House of Lords are different. There-
are different people in the two Houses , and they do different
work. The people in the Houes of Commons are MPs®, The
name is ‘Members of Parliament’, but-all the people talk
about MPs.

Every country has a Parliament, but they are all differ-
ent. In some countries the President is the Head of the Par-
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liament. In Britain the Queen® is the Head of the Parlia-
ment. She is very important, and she puts her name on all
the new laws®, but she doesn’t control the Parliament. She
doesn’ t work in the Parliament buildings, and she cannot
make laws or® get rid of laws.

The Queen goes to Parliament for only one day every
year. She goes there to open Parliament in November, after
the MPs’ long summer. Then she talks to Parliament, and
the country. She talks about the government, and what the
government is going to do in the next year ¥

What does Parliament do? It makes new laws for the
country, and it can get rid of old or bad laws. The laws say
what the people in the country can do, and what they can’t
do. Parliament controls the country, too. It talks about the
money for roads, new schools, for the police or teachers,
and it decides how to get this money®. It decides how much
money to take from the people of the country.

The government is not the same as® Parliament. The
government has only about 200 people, from the big party.
This party controls the House of Commons, if it has more
than 50% of the MPs. In 1983, there are 650 MPs in the
House of Commons, from many parties. The government
cannot always control Parliament. The 650 MPs can say
‘ves” or ‘no’® to the government’s ideas. The MPs can
take the money away from the government, so the govern-
ment cannot control the country. The MPs are very impor-
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tant.

The MPs work in the House of Commons, and they
talk about the new laws and the money problems® of the
country. The room is very small. There are 650 MPs, but
only 437 places® to sit down. The room is not always full,

because many MPs work in their offices, too.

Notes .

(DWestminster 3% [HE &R, R[3E 0T8N
“BITRE.”. |

@River Thames FIELH. WRKELTOR.

(®Big Ben X&#. Uit BiE#H Berjaming M H4.

@ call somebody (something) something ¥ ¥ A (& ¥
Y1) XY, @.Don’ call me Mr Smith, call me
John.

®House of Commons ¥ Bz, IR¥E T B .

®House of Lords H N, 7 LB,

@MPs & members of Parliament RI#55 . H L HR L
EANMBIERNEBFRAREEL . W.U.N. £ U-
nited Nations; U. S. A & United States of America
H%E .

®Queen X B ¥ Queen Elizabeth 1 FWHPH L E
i, :

@Put ones name on EFXFE., K EXEFHEH LR,

@or FEPLEEFANE A<M 5 UM XS #1441 Make
laws FI get rid of laws. get rid of # HEE, &1k,
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. Would yoﬂ mind getting rid of your bad habits?

@ M A8 1E & talks about, BiEH K| : — & the gov-
ernment, — &R iFMNA]HMFIEFE. What the gov-
ernment is going to do in the next year. what 5|8
A, A RSB EEN A, BT L BRI .

QE&SITCATFERERMFERY RS RFR, L
FEZMBOTH TR, Fe e s @ i 54X

9the same as B FH FEA, AW E K the same with.

ASay “yes” or “No” R “Be 67k “EHt "M : Say hello.
Say goodbye ik [F] & Fil45 71 .

(®the money problem Wi [a] &,

@®but only 437 places 2448 4] . &%) IV F :but there are
only 437 places.

Exercises
Answer the following questions.
1. Where is the British Parliament?
2. What are MPs? ‘
3. Who is the head of the Parliament?
4. How many MPs are there in the House of Commons?

5. What happens in November?
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What does an MP do?

Every MP works for the country, but he works for one part
of the country, too. This is his constituency®. A con-
stituency can be a town, a part of a town, or a part of the
country. The people of each constituency elect the MP, and
*they want him to help them and to help their part of the
country. They want him to find new jobs, or new houses,
or new schools for their town. The MP talks to the govern-
ment and tries to get money for his constituency. He works
for the 65,000— 75,000 people in his constituency.

But the MP must also work for his party. In Britain
there are two big parties, two small parties, and some very
small parties. The big parties are the Conservative Party
and the Labour Party. The Conservatives help businessmen
and people with mor}ey@‘. The Labour Party is the party of
the working people.

The two small parties are the Liberal Party and the So-
cial Democrat Party. They work together, and have the
name ‘The Alliance’ , because they make a big party togeth-

er. Their ideas are in the middle they are not Left or
Right in their ideas.
All the MPs are in one of the parties, and they agree
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with? the ideas of the party. Perhaps they do not agree with
all of the party’s ideas, but they must vote with the party
when it is important. h

The MPs in one party work together to make new
laws,to get rid of old laws, and to help the people in the
country. They want to make their party the bes_t party, and
they want all the people to vote for?® the men and women in
their party. The parties do not pay® the MPs——the Parlia-
ment pays the MPs. In the party, the MP works on commit-
" tees wi h his party friends. There are 10—15 MPs in a com-*
mittee, and they talk about new ideas and new laws. They
talk about how to get money for the government, or how to
make the country better.

The MP works on committees in the Parliament, too.
He sits with MPs from the other parties®, and together they
decide what to do about a problem or a new law.

The MP works in his constituency, too. He goes to his
constituency at the weekend®, or in the Parliament’s holi-
days, and talks to the people there. If they have a problem,
he tries to find an answer. He can write letters to the gov-
ernment about a person from his constituency, or he can
telephone® an important friend to help a person in the town.

Some MPs want to do other things, too. They write
about Parliament for the newspapers, and give the new
ideas of their party. Or they work to help a small number
of® people——perhaps teachers, or old people.
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MPs work very hard. They usually work about sixty-
five hours a week, with about fifteen hours in the House of

about £19,

Commons. They don’ get a lot of money
000 in 1984.

Notes

(OConstituency %KX .

@ K4 with money & & i5 15 people,

(@agree with FEIE X HFEA BN . .1 quite agree with
you. Bl agree to X BIETF with AR A o |5
M (AR,

@for ¥, against XX}, #M: Are you for or against the
plan? :

® %X ft. i :He paid the salesman $ 2,000 a month.

®the other parties RER K, FHFELSWR MR TRHE
IR, BB R RN TE R R IE 83, i EAR A KB R R
WREBKE.

@weekend ZA<FMEH, ¥ HRZ workday,

@®telephone FEML H B, RRAFAITRIE.

@i¥%. a number of M F[¥ &7 . a great deal of &
YF AT ¥ 437, .2 number of students; a great deal

of water.

Exercises
Decide whether the following statements are true or

fales.



1. There are usually 50, 000 People in a MP’s Con-
stituency.

2. In Britain there are two big parties, two small Par-
ties and some very small Parties.

3. The Alliances ideas are usually right.

4. The MP works only in his constituency.

5. MPs work very hard, but they don’t get a lot of

money.
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The House of Lords

There are about 1062 members of the House of Lords. Some
of them are Lords (and Ladies) because® their family always
has a Lord. Some of them are Lords of Ladies because of®
their work. They work hard for the country, or for the gov-
ernment, and now they are a Lord or Lady.

Some are men of the law, and some are men of the
Church or England®. These are the numbers in 1982,

Law lords 23
Men of the church 26
New Lords 155
Old Lords 858

1062

Usually, only a small number of Lords come to the House of
Lords and speak, or listen to the other Lords. The biggest
number on one day is 394®. Usually there are 50 to 100
Lords in the House.

The House of Lords reads and talks about the new laws
from the House of Commons. The Lords cannot get rid of
the new laws. If® they don’t agree with the new law, they

can send it back to the House of Commons. Then it must
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