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A Brief Introduction

Ye Shi (1150—1223) was an epitomizer and
chief exponent of the Yongjia School in the South-
ern Song Dynasty. Together with Zhu Xi (repre-
senting Taoism) and Lu Jiuyuan (representing
Mentalism), he was regarded as one of the three
leading thinkers of the time. This book, based on
the basic principles of Marxism, gives a systematic
and comprehensive presentation and evaluation of
Ye Shi’s practical materialism and utilitarian
ethics, his propositions to remove the accumulated
evil practices in politics, economy and military af-
fairs, his profound thoughts and grand plans to
bring prosperity to his people and country, resist
the Jin aggressors and recover the occupied territo-
ries as well as his extraordinary deeds in fighting a-
gainst the enemy in defense of his homeland in the
hard times, thus truthfully presenting the image of
a reforming thinker and patriot of the Southern
Song Dynasty. The book affirms, in both lateral
comparison and longitudinal connection, Ye Shi’s
proper status in the history of the development of

the ancient Chinese thoughts.
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