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PREFACE

Much has been said on the topic of religion and culture by
scholars of different countries. What, after so many books and
essays on this topic, merits and body’s attention in this addition-
al volume? Can we present anything significantly new to readers?

While the extension of a discipline is limited, its intention is
not. For instance, history of philosophy covers the study of
philosophers and their thoughts, and the number of truely great
philosophers can be counted in a few minutes. However, its in-
tention is unlimited. New discoveries emerge from time to time
as society progresses; people know more when they deepen their
experience and one gains new fruit when one changes his view-
point or adopts a different perspective. A basic pattern of devel-
opment for a discipline is: when returning to the same issue,
people constantly touch unnoticed aspects, and form new inter-
disciplinary projects. The enquirer who is in himself (a closedself
enquirer) refuses to see this truth, whereas the enquirer who is
for himself (a self-revealing enquirer) willingly steps into the
fundamental contradiction of cognition which is that between the
infinity of the cognition and the finitude of the enquirers and
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their times. He thus has a totally different, and promising vi-
sion,

Religious culture, is not a special discipline. Nonetheless,
as a result of a comparative study of religion and culture, it has a
broader scope and richer content than any specialized discipline,
such as sociology of religion, religious ethics, comparative study
of religions, psychology of religion, etc. Looking back to the
past, it includes the study of the impact of religion on local or
world culture and vice versa. , and the study of cultural conflict
inherent in religious expansion. Facing today or tomorrow, it
concerns itself with the influence of contemporary culture, both
national and worldwide, on religion; especially that of modern
philosophy on the development of religion. Finally, it attempts
to draw general and illuminating conclusions about theological
and religious development from a philosophical reflection upon
all periods of history.

Since the field is so broad, and the content so rich, and so
little study has been conducted in mainland China, we believe
that there is much work to be done. Besides, since most contrib-
utors and the editors are interested mainly in the study of the
history of philosophy, both of China and of other countries’ ,
they find it fascinating to deal with religion and culture from a
philosophical point of view.

To conclude, I will add: we look for a foothold, only to find
it underneath our feet; we ask for a new field of study, and the
answer turns out to be: Seek and you will find.

Our object will not be like the lake and fruit in front ot Tan-



talus. Our reward will be more than that of Sisyphos.

Chen Cunfu
The Center for Christian Studies

at Hangzhou University
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ABSTRACT

Zhejiang Province is an economically developed coastal area.
In this typical province, variety of religions are fully developed.
Tiantai County is the original place of Taintaizhong, a sect of
Buddhism. Mount Putuo in Zhousan Islands is one of the four fa-
mous mountains of Buddhism. Ningbo and Linan is the main
bases of the Southern Chan. Quzhou is the place of Southern
Confucianism. Li Zhizao and Yang Tinyun, whom among the
‘Three Pillars of Chinese Catholic’ in 16 — 17 centuries were
Hangzhou landers. Hangzhou was an important stronghold of Je-
suits in that time. After the economic reformation since 80’s, the
economic development and the increase of Christians of Wenzhou
attracted the attention from all of the world. From 1995 to 1997,
sponsored by the United Board for Christian Higher Education in
Asia, the Christian Research Center carried out a project, titled
‘the Tendencies of the Contemporary Buddhism, Taoism, Chris-
tianity and Folk Religions in the Condition of Modern Market E-
conomy’. The field survey reached 11 counties and cities, cov-
ered three kinds of areas, cities, countryside and newly estab-
lished harbours and cities. This report is summarised on the over
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20 survey reports.

The first part of the report titled ‘The Contemporary Bud-
dhism and Taoism under the Impact of the Wave of Market E-
conomy’. It points out that, in the beginning of 80’s, the recov-
er of the Buddhism and Taoism was slower than Chinese Chris-
tianity. The reason is the faiths of the two religions are mixed
with folks religions, which were destroyed as federal superstition
in the Movement of Land Reformation in 1950—52, organized by
the government. The monks of the two religions after resume
secular life had got a piece of land. Many temples were used as
schools or barns. Only a few clergies remained there as door
watchers. Dislike Christianity, Buddhism and Tacism had no
stable organizations, while Christianity had a group of clergy and
laymen. It recovered in the beginning of 80’s. They are also dis-
like the folk religions, which have a strong and popular faiths
over thousand years and developed by spontaneous energy like
flaming in suitable conditions. The recover of Buddhism and
Taoism is deepened on the folk religions. The economy of the
two religions was improved by the tourism and commercial
work. The Chinese believers abroad and in the mainland has of-
fered great donation. The temples are reestablished, decorated
or enlarged. Thus, the study on Buddhism and Taoism could
maintain and continue, and the clergy were well supported.
Compared Buddhism and Taoism, the former seems under better
condition. Therefore, the negative influence by the market econ-
omy is also obvious. All secreted places of Buddhism and Taoism
become almost of alt the famous tourist places. The places for
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