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Teacher’'s Notes

USES OF MATERIAL

1. As supplementary material to a General English course for students with an interest in
or a need for technical English.

. As extensive course material for the English component in a Technical Training Course.

. As a self-study /homework component for a Technical English course.

. As follow-up material on completion of a Technical English course.

= W N

SELECTION OF MATERIAL

The units are not graded. Therefore, teachers should select according to:

1. Topic (see Contents page)
2. Language Area (see Contents page)

USING A UNIT
introduction

You can use the text as a basis for presenting the unit orally or for asking students to read
it through themselves. The words in italic type are key vocabulary items to which they
will be exposed in the listening passage. Therefore, it is important that they understand the
meaning and recognize the pronunciation.

1 Listening

i Prepare the students for the listening task. Make sure they are absolutely sure of
what they have to do.

i Play the tape right through, without stopping.

ili For many students it will be necessary to play the tape again, stopping it at
appropriate places.

iv Let the students check their answers with the Key.

v Play the tape a third time if there are major differences between the Key and student
answers.

vl Refer the students to the Word Check (Section 5) if there are vocabulary problems.

2 Presentation
i Ask the students to read through the presentation and explanation of the language
area.
B Get them to give you additional examples of the language presented.
#li If necessary, look at the tapescript in the Key to identify exponents of the language
presented.

3 Controlled Practice

I Ask students to complete the exercises and then check their answers with the Key.
il Advise on alternative answers or give more practice where necessary.
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4 Transfer
Most of these exercises involve pairwork.
I Divide the class into pairs.
0 Assign roles (Student A and Student B). Make sure they only look at their
role/information (Student B’s information is always in the Key Section).
il Monitor the pairs while they carry out the transfer activity, prompting the use of
practised language if necessary.

5 Word Check
This can be used during the listening activity, if necessary.
The glossary only provides definitions, since examples would necessarily be too subject

specific. Students should be encouraged to provide their own examples from their own
fields.

NOTE

The following symbols have been used to indicate what is missing in the exercises:

_____ one or more words;
only one word.



Notes to the Student

WHO IS IT FOR?

This material is for students who have some previous knowledge of English and wish to
practise it in a technical context. It can be used by students working alone; as self-study or
homework material during a Technical English course; or as follow-up material after a
Technical English course.

SELECTION OF MATERIAL

You can work through the material starting at Unit 1. Alternatively, you can choose units
on the basis of the topic or language area (see Contents page). There are two main
language areas:

1 Functional: Units 1 to 14. These give practice in the use of the language to describe,
explain, demonstrate, etc.

2 Grammatical: Units 15 to 24. These give practice in important areas such as the use of
tenses, prepositions, formation of questions, etc.

USING A UNIT
All of the units except the Transfer Section can be done without a teacher.

introduction
This tells you something about the subject of the unit. If necessary, it introduces some
important vocabulary which you will find in italics.

1 Listening
All the listening activities have an exercise with them. These exercises will help you to
listent more actively. Follow this procedure:

i Read through the introduction to the listening. Make sure you understand what you
must do as you listen.

ii Listen to the tape without stopping it.

iii As you listen, try to do the exercise.

iv If necessary, listen again. This time stop the tape and replay sections if you need to.

v Check your answers with the Key at the back of the book.

vi If your answers are wrong, listen again or check the tapescript in the Key. Use the
Word Check if you cannot understand some of the words.

2 Presentation
i Read carefully the presentation and explanation of the language areas.

it Try to remember how this language was used on the tape. If you wish, play the tape
again.

3 Controlled Practice
i Complete the exercises.
ii Check your answers with the Key.



ili If your answers are wrong, look again at the Presentation and try to see why you
have made mistakes.

Transfer
This is best done with the teacher, But you can do the pairwork with a colleague.
Follow this procedure:

i Decide who is Student A and who is Student B.

i Student A should only look at the Student A copy.

#li Student B should only look at the Student B copy in the Key Section.

iv Carry out the Transfer activity. Try to use the language you have learnt.

Word Check
The words are taken from the listening passage. Definitions are given. Try to think of
examples of how you could use these words in your own field.

NOTE

We have used the following symbols. They show you what is missing in the exercises:

————— one or more words;

only one word.
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unit1 A Bridge or a Tunnel?
(dimensions and specifications)

Introduction

This unit gives details of 5 plans to build a cross-channel link either by a bridge, a tunnel
or a bridge/tunnel. The presenter outlines the specifications for each proposed structure
and, in particular for a bridge, considers the number of spans needed,

1 Listening @

Listen to the tape which gives part of a presentation on the ‘Brunnel Project’. The project
is to build a road link across 30 kilometres of sea. As you listen, number the plans below
according to the number given by the presenter.’

Capacity
per hour | Number
inone | of lanes/
direction| width
Total Length = 36 kms
Plan number
5 kms
6 lanes
6000 (24 m)
70m
X
Plan number Total Length = 36 kms
/p —850 m \
4 lanes
3000 {16 m)
&
1 32m r
Plan number | TotalLength = 36 kms
Sea level
Bridge
6 lanes
50 m 4000 {26 m)
NG Tunnel




Capacity
per hour | Number
inone | oflanes/
diraction| width
Plan number Total Length = 36 kms
8 kms
Sea level
Bridge
4 lanes
50 m 3000 | (18 m)
N Tunnel
Total Length = 49 kms
Plan number o gt Soa evel
Sea bed
6 kg ! T 6 lanes
40m 7000 | (0 m)
\ .
Tunnel

2 Presentation

Now look at the diagram below. Notice how the expressions are used to describe the

specifications and capacity of the structure.

Length

\/

/

Cross saction

Ky
Height above sea level

oo ]

[ |

Depth below sea leve!
1

Height

e

Specifications
850 metres long 850 metres in length
18 metres wide 18 metres in width

the length of each span is 850 metres
the width of the motorway is 18 metres

200 metres high 200 metres in height  the height of each pillar is 200 metres

Location

The motorway is at a height of 65 metres above sea level
The bottom of each pillar is at a depth of 150 metres below sea level

30 metres below the sea bed



Capacity
it can/will carry 300 cars per hour
carries

Notice the question forms:
How long is each span?
How wide is the motorway?
How high is each pillar?
How many cars can/will the motorway carry?
How much traffic does the motorway carry?

3 Controlled Practice

Look at the plans below. One is for a pedestrian subway (or underpass), and the other is
for a pedestrian bridge (or overpass). Complete the sentences using the specifications and
appropriate expressions from the Presentation section.

10m

Plan 1 Pedestrian underpass

3



