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PREFACE

The full enjoyment of human rights has been a long-cherished ideal of mankind.
In the course of achieving this ideal, the accumulation of numerous experiences,
wisdom, concepts, institutions, and figures as well as activities and events have
contributed to the formation of a unique and vast field of knowledge concerning
human rights.

In order to facilitate more people to have a better understanding and make full
use of the experience and knowledge in this area and to promote the respect for and
protection of human rights in China, we started the writing and compiling of this
human rights encyclopedia in July 1992. The main body is classified into subjects in
seven aspects of the field: general introduction of human rights, human rights
history, rights and freedoms, human rights legislation in various countries of the
world, international human rights instruments,cases involving human rights, human
rights agencies and organizations. The encyclopedia contains a total of 1048 entries in
the main body, with several leading human rights documents and other materials in
the appendixes.

Studies on human rights remain at an early stage in China, so that many entries
are newly formulated. During its preparation, we relied as the foundation of our
writing mainly on the international human rights documents, the constitutional laws,
statutes and regulations of China and related countries as well as the classical works of
China and foreign countries. At the same time, we consulted some important
reference books., such as, Human Rights: A Compilation of International
Instruments of the United Nations (UN, 1994), Reference Materials on General
World History, International Documents and Organizations of Human Rights,
World Documents of Human Rights, Collection of the Laws of the People’s Republic
of China, Selection of Legal Documents of the Revolutionary Base Areas in the
New-Democratic Revolution Period of China, Yearbook of World Knowled ge
(1996-97), The Oxford Com panion to Law (1980), and Encyclopedia of Human
Rights (ed. Lawson, 1991). In order to guarantee the quality of analysis and
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interpretation of the entries, the compilers were bound to conduct indepth studies of
the issues concerned, and solve problems through editorial meetings and editorial
review procedures, so that the compilation of this encyclopedia has been integrated
with human rights research. Doctrines, institutions, agencies. figures and events are
introduced in accordance with the general rules of dictionary compilation — issues on
which a general consensus have already been reached are presented as such. and as
for controversial issues, different opinions are listed and substantive descriptions are
presented without subjective comments. Obviously, scholars from different
countries, while selecting and introducing knowledge, inevitably bear the imprint of
their own national and cultural characteristics. Since the encyclopedia is compiled by
the Chinese scholars and mainly for the Chinese readers, it becomes even more
imperative to take the needs of the construction of China’s socialist democracy and
legal system as its starting point. Therefore, the selection and the writing of the
entries fulfill the requirements for both the general introduction to human rights
knowledge and the appropriate emphasis on the background of China’s history,
culture, and current political and legal system.

The completion of the encyclopedia, which has taken more than five years.
should be credited to the enthusiastic participation and sincere cooperation of a large
number of colleagues in this area, who have specialized knowledge as well as a honest
and rigorous academic attitude. Near 100 Chinese scholars and experts have
contributed to the compilation. Among them, there are both prestigious senior jurists
and promising young scholars. Under the leadership of two editors-in-chief,
Professor Wang Jiafu and Professor Liu Hainian, over 20 scholars have undertaken
painstaking and fruitful editing work. It is especially worth mentioning that a group
of young and middle-aged scholars have played an active role with the guidance of
such senior scholars as Professors Ii Buyun, Wang Keju, Han Yanlong and Liu
Nanlai. Professors Xin Chunying, Gao Hongjun, Chen Zexian, Li Lin, Associate
Professors Zhang Guangxing, Zhang Xinbao. Zhang Zhiming, Zhang Shaoyu, Wu
Yuzhang. Li Mingde, Mo Jihong, Hu Yunteng, Wang Minyuan, Feng Jun, Zhu
Xiaoging, have solicited, revised contributions and reviewed the final drafts.
Professor Xia Yong., as deputy editor-in-chief and director of the Editorial
Department, has not only formulated the framework and reviewed the final draft.
but also worked for the organizational work of the entire editorial process. Professor
Li Lin has taken part in the work of proofreading in the final stage. Ms. Wang

Xuemei has collected and compiled all the materials in the appendixes. Professor Zhou
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Yeqian and Lecturer Bi Xiaoging edited the English versions of indexes, Ms. Jiang
Xiaohong, Ms. Cui Yanyun, Ms. Liu Donghua and Ms. Wang Xuemei participated
in the proofreading of English versions of the indexes, and Professor Pan Handian
revised and finalized the English versions of the Preface and the Index.

During the compilation of this encyclopedia and the related research work, we
have received enthusiastic encouragement and supports from many Chinese and
foreign institutes and organizations, including the Bureau of Organization and
Administration for the Scientific Research and the Bureau of Foreign Affairs of the
Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, the General Office of the National People’s
Congress, the Department of International Organizations and Conferences and the
Department of Treaty and Law of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the People’s
Republic of China, the Permanent Mission of China to UN Office in Geneva and
Orther International Organizations in Sweden, the Information Office of the State
Council, the related departments of the Supreme People’s Court, of the Supreme
People’s Procuratorate, of the Ministry of Justice and of the Bureau of Legislative
Affairs under the State Council, the UN Center for Human Rights, the European
Commission of Human Rights, the European Court of Human Rights. the Ford
Foundation,the Human Rights Studies and East Asia Legal Studies of Harvard Law
School, the Chinese Legal Studies of the Law School and the Human Rights Studies
of the School of International Relations of Colombia University, the Netherlands
Institute for Human Rights Studies, the Van Vollenhoven Institute for Law and
Administration in Non-western Countries of Leiden University in the Netherlands,
the Raoul Wallenberg Institute of Human Rights and Humanitarian Law of Lund
University in Sweden, the Human Rights Research and Education Center of the
University of Ottawa in Canada, Law School of the University of British Columbia in
Canada. and the embassies of some countries in Beijing. We have also got great
support from the staff of the Encyclopedia of China Publishing House—Mr. Shan
Jifu, Mr. Wang Deyou, Mr. Zhai Defang, Mr. Fu Zuohua, Mr. Zhou Wuyi. Ms.
Du Xiaoguang and from Mr. Zhang Shouyi. a famous designer in China, who have
done a lot of work and provided us with many valuable suggestions during the process
of publishing. We take great pleasure in making this grateful acknowledgment to all
those mentioned above.

It is really an arduous, complicated and challenging task for any contemporary
scholars of any country to compile a human rights encyclopedia which can endure the
test of time, and it is impossible to accomplish such a task perfectly at one stroke.
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Due to the limitations of our experience and other restrictions, there may be
oversights, imperfections, and even mistakes in this book. Therefore, we look
forward to any criticism from our readers so that we can improve our work in the

future.

Editing Committee of the Human Rights Encyclopedia of China
Institute of Law, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences
September 10th, 1997
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