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1
Boyhood and college days

Churchil] aged 5

Winston Churchill was born in 1874 in Blenheim Palace near
Oxford. This palace was built for his ancestor® the Duke of
Marlborough, a famous soldier, over 100 years before. It is

a very large and beautiful house in the country.



Winston’s parents did not spend much time with him
when he was very young. They had a lot of money and paid
a governess®, a woman teacher who lives in the house, to
look after him until he was sent to school. Her name was
Mrs Everest and Winston was very fond of her. In fact, he
kept a photograph of her with him all his life.

Winston’s father was called Lord Randolph Churchill.
He was rich and extravagant® and enjoyed going to parties.
His wife was a very beautiful, black-haired American girl
called Jennie Jerome. They agreed to marry only three days
after they had met. It was obviously love at first sight®}

When Winston was seven years old, his parents sent
him to a private boarding school®. This is a school where
pupils live, sleep and eat, as well as study during term
time. Winston was a difficult and unhappy child at school.
His parents had no time for him and they never visited him.
He felt that they did not love him and he was very miser-
able. He was always quarrelling with his teachers. He was
not interested in learning anything. The headmaster was a
cruel man and he used to beat him with a big stick. It is not
surprising that he hated school.

His parents sent him to several different schools but it
made no difference. He still was not interested in learning
and his teachers found it impossible to teach him anything.

When he was fourteen, Winston was sent to an ancient
‘public’ school. Public schools in England are, in fact, pri-

2



vate boarding schools. Your family has to be rich because it
costs a lot of money to attend one of these schools, The
school which Winston attended was called Harrow School.
It was for boys only.

Winston was just as unhappy at Harrow as he had been
at his other schools and his work was just as bad as before.
He did not behave as he should and he was always one of the
worst pupils in the class.

He used to write very sad letters to his parents. ‘Please
come and visit me. I am very lonely and no-one here is nice
to me. > But his parents always made excuses. They had to
go to an important meeting, or a party, Or someone was
coming to visit them. It seemed that they never had time for
their son.

Winston was always short of money. ‘Why can’t they
give me some more?’ he asked himself. “All the boys here
have much more money to spend than me. It’s not fair! The
other boys are always going out, travelling and buying
things for themselves!’ Unfortunately, Winston’s parents
spent so much money on themselves that they never had any
left to give to their son. Whenever his mother felt miser-
able, she would travel to Paris to buy a new dress. She
thought it would make her feel happy again|
" Winston did badly in his examinations at school. °‘All
that the examiners want to do is find out what you don’t

know. No-one’s interested in finding out what you do
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know!’ he exclaimed.

Winston’s main hobby was playing. with toy soldiers.
He used to study how famous battles had been fought. His
father found him at home one day, playing with his soldiers
and said, ‘Would you like to become a soldier?”’.

“‘Yes, I would,’ replied Winston.

‘Well, we’ll see what we can do,” said his father.

After Winston left Harrow, he was offered a place at
Sandhurst. This is, a very famous military college®. Win-
ston loved it there. It was all so adventurous, and learning
to be a soldier was so much better than sitting on a chair at
school all day. Now that he was:really enjoying the work
that he was doing, Winston worked extremely hard. When
he finished his training, he was the eighth best out of 150
students®.

Winston’s father died in 1895. After his death,
Winston’s mother showed a little more interest in Winston.
She was a very beautiful woman and Winston really loved
and admired her, but they were never very close to one an-
other and Winston never really had a home. His mother
soon started going out to parties again and began to spend
money like water.

Winston did not feel that he was a good-looking man.
He had a large head, a narrow chest and a round body. He
once wrote from Sandhurst, - ‘Sometimes my body feels so

weak that I can hardly carry it.” Winston also had difficul-
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ties when speaking. He often hesitated and could not pro-
nounce his s’ properly.

When he left Sandhurst, Winston became an officer in a
well-known regiment® in the British army. He spent the
next three years in India. Because he was only a young offi-
cer, he did not earn much money. However, he was deter-
mined to do well. From India he wrote to his mother, *I
hope my time in India is successful. If I do not do well, it

will break my heart. Ambition is all 1 have.’

Notes
@ ancestor {H%¢.
@ governess Z g H T ,
@ extravagant H{BHY .
@ love at first sight — L&H15.
® boarding school HFEFK .,
military college ZEFZEE,
@ R—EFETE¥ETHNE/NE.,
regiment (AR H.,

Exercises
Complete the following sentences.

1. Mrs Everest was a

2. A private boarding school is a school where

3. Public schools in England are

4. Sandhurst is a very famous College.



5. The first country overseas which Winston wernt to as

a military officer was



2
Soldier and politician

Churchill was twenty-one when he went to India. He soon
became very bored because there was no fighting and there-
fore he had nothing to do. He used to go hunting and play
football,

During his leave® he went to the island of Cuba to fight
in a small war. There he won a medal. Now he felt that he
was a real soldier at last! A few months later, he won an-
other medal. This time there-was fighting in Northern Indi-
a. He wrote about.it to a London newspaper. He 4dlso wrote
to his younger brother Jack, ‘What T want most is to be-
come famous for my bravery.’ Many years later his wish
came true. ‘

Winston still found army life boring in spite of gaining
his two medals. He wrote his first book called Savrola. @ It
was an adventure story full of action and excitement. About
his writing he said, ‘I have studied many good writers. I
have copied them, too, and then I have added my own
ideas. ’

Next, Churchill became a member of a regiment which
was sent to the Sudan. Before he went, he asked The Morn-
ing Post newspaper in London if he could send back reports

of the fighting. The Morning Post agreed. He sent them ex-
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citing reports describing the fighting, which was bloody and
- cruel. The British cavalry regiments®, soldiers on horse-
back, killed many Africans at the battle of Omdurman. The
Africans were on their knees and the British cavalry rode on
top of them. To us this sounds very cruel indeed, but Win-
ston loved only the excitement—— that was, as long as he
was not hit by anyone! ‘There is nothing more exciting than
. to be shot at without being hit,’ he wrote®,

Churchill had now won three medals. He had been suc-
cessful both as a soldier and as a writer. Next, he wanted to
try his skill in politics, so he left the army. Money was no
longer a problem for him, because writing for the papers
brought him enough. Churchill decided to join the Conserva-
tive Party®, but he did not stay in England for long. A few
weeks later, in October 1899, the Boer® war broke out in ‘
South Africa. Britain was trying to increase her power in
South Africa and the Dutch farmers, the Boers, who al-
ready lived there did not approve at all. “This is our coun-
try,’ they said, ‘you British have no right to be here. ’

Churchill again became a journalist for The Morning
Post, packed his things and went to South Africa. He would
regularly send articles about the war back to England. He
loved a dangerous life and was full of excitement——his ar-
ticles showed this. During the Boer war, he was taken pris-
oner by the Dutch. He was taken to the town of Pretoria
where he spent his 25th birthday in prison. Here, because
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he was a man of action, he was bored and frustrated. There
was nothing to do and no-one to talk to. At last he could
stand it no longer and made plans to escape. His plans suc-
ceeded. He climbed over the prison wall and got away.

As an adult, Churchill sometimes felt very depressed.
Perhaps it was because his parents had not loved him very
much when he was a child. Usually, when he was sad, he
could make himsel'f happy again by keéping very busy. All
his life he called his depression ‘Black Dog’.

In prison ‘Black Dog’ was with him all the time. He
describes-this time of his life in his book My Early Life.

‘Hours crawl so slowly. Life is one long boredom afld
dark thoughts come easily.’

Later in his life, when he was Home Secretary®, and as
part of his duties he was responsible for prisons in Britain,
he remembered his own time spent in Pretoria prison. ‘I un-
derstand what prisoners must feel,” he said. ‘Must we send
so many people to prison?’ So he changed the laws so that
fewer people were sent to prison and life was made more in-
teresting for those who were already there.

After his escape, Churchill knew that the Dutch would
be looking for him. Not only did they do this, but they also
said they would give a lot of money to anyone who could
find him. They wanted him alive or dead. So for three days
he had to hide in a wet dark cellar full of rats. It was so ter-

rible that he could not sleep.



Eventually, he succeeded in jumping onto a train. He
hid under sacks for three more days. He was terrified that
someone would find him, but he was lucky. Finally he
reached Portuguese East Africa. He had travelled two hun-
dred miles from Pretoria, and he wrote about his escape for
The Morning Post in London.

When he arrived back in England, he found that people
saw him as a hero, and in 1900, this fact helped him to be-
come a Member of Parliament. He still wanted to be even

more famous and earn even more money, so he went to

" America and gave lectures. In spite of his hesitation when

speaking, Churchill was now no longer afraid of making
speeches or giving lectures. He always prepared his speech-
es carefully and read and re-read them many times. He al-
most learnt them by heart.

When he returned from America, he had earned enough
money to buy himself a car. Hardly anyone had a car in
those days. Cars had only just been invented and they were
very expensive. He also rented a beautiful flat in a pleasant
and fashionable London street. His friends were other
young members of the Conservative Party. |

It was at this time that Churchill first began to quarrel
with the other Members of Parliament. All his life he had
arguments in the House of Commons®. It was part of his
character. He couldn’t help it. This first quarrel was about
armies. The Conservatives wanted a bigger army. ‘Europe
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