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Lesson 1

A SWEET POTATO PLOT

About the Lesson

ﬂiﬁi%ﬁ%%;&@Wﬁﬁn‘iﬁ%#ﬁé‘l~’l‘ﬁf€§&5&ﬁbﬁ
XEREDGR, HVER, EEEW. FIAFTRBEREEFRNE
BHIRSY, B ERF I AEIE LS RESEE S,

Study of the TEXT
1. At the top of the mountain there were thirty of us com-
rades.
I ERAFF =T 4R,
thirty of us RAI=FAA
comrades 2 us it R %, WHEWBBEEFA.
at the top of Y F /4y at the foot of #Hx), R BH
W, R “ETLE” , “ERT.
2, At the foot of the mountain was a whole battalion of

Kuomintang soldiers, surrounding us in a tight ring.

at the foot of the mountain 3 S RIBREM Y, H5RiA$
# at the top of the mountain #AfRr, LT, 1 & &




FAEBIRER. FERK, BRREREBEZE. XE was
HE LI there was,
4yiA]48 15 surrounding us in a tight ring 54 4iE al

round us in a tight circle [F] ¥,

. We had given the enemy a hard time.

FEMRZ BT, RIVBRBHITH T A,

to give someone a hard (difficult, or rough) time %3] 1%
BiE, BREE ‘MEANEZEL.

WREESA R R Z RN, ERAEREFRZINE
% i B, |
It was clear that the enemy meant to starve us ouf.

B, BABERELBRIIRI,

b it (B FiE, WA that the enemy meant to starve
us out AR E IE {1 iF. Rfi1FEE T LA clearly(obviously)
the enemy meant to starve us out,

i mean fENCBAR . BB BEES S
LRt Ay Ay meant to-.-F W intended to-.-,
planned to-..

to starve us out 4% ffy out REIH, G FER, HH
)%” hY “%é” ZXO Wlﬁuf ’

We should hear him out.
AT 7 240 A 42 2
The job tired him out.

I LR B S R

At the meeting we argued the problem out.

2L RAEMERLET .



5.

Before we could stop him, he had rushed on to a potato

plot and dug up one of the potatoes.

RITEBRBRE LG, hERIaEABAUHT A
£

R E S LB % =4 But before the political commis-
sar had a chance to speak, two of our scouts returned to re-
port that the situation was favourable for a breakthrough.

WERUE R EBIER, Before FHE “BREA R
BR HRERE.
Little Cai jumped up, looking a little ashamed of himself,
for his hunger had made him forget army discipline.
BRICE R for 5| FREEREMG, KRG be-
cause fH[A, {H because FiR“JHE"WIESMR, E% why?
HI SRS ELFE, TRENY, BaHEsD
KE; T for B iy JREH A4 R 6 b SCR B AL B 1L, B

HFEER. KM RBRERR, SEBRHK—H,
R,

Because it’s already December, the days are much shorter.

It’s getting dark early, for it’s December.

The little girl is standing round the street corner crying
because she has lost her way.

He looks pale, for he has been ill for quite some time
already.

We were a little surprised, for this wasa newly—liberatcd
area, and we had not cxpécted to meet with such

kindness from the villagers. ( iR ABZEYA)D

..3‘




10,

Some said we should eat the potatoes, others thought not,
others thought not B —4 B% M 47 . 52 ¢ 5] B others thought

we should not eat the potatoes.

...we found ourselves back in a village at the foot of the

same mountain,

BE#: RMEZHEACXEINFE, SERERELUKET.
B, BN, Y, RRGRIDERIT —4AHTF. .

We kept climbing, and at 1: 00 p.m. we found ourselves

on the mountain top.

I walked on and found myself in front of a cinema.
We were a little surprised, for this was a newly-liberated
area, and we had not expected to meet with such kindness
from the villagers.

RAVBBA REY, BAXEFBRE, RIS
23 H B 2 H i (the villagers) il 41 a3 4% (such kind-
ness; 5% ‘HAFHEFE.

WRARAEEHPOIE: SEREZRARAER =4
ARMESHRARS LB LB T4 TE, %X,
ERXREPRINTEW. RINEREBE. RERXH B4
ERFRRBABIR LA, R L2BEREAMEERE.
R e —H RTINS, FHREEA,

We were feeling more puzzled than ever when he began
to explain,

RATES BEEBR R XEHBIED B,

AEFTER, BALE, €5 RINELBRIHEL
K.

4 »



11,

12,

13,

- 14,

R BIRCEANBRS = We were just preparing to pass
the night in the open when an old maa came up to us,
and insisted that we should stay in his home.

Bih] g were feeling more puzzled... when he beganky
were just preparing--- when an old man came up -2 [&—74h]
A,

B 3 AT + when FoR KR ERRT, XHR
RXEETH—HE,

il 4m

We were just going to the film when it started to rain.
I was writing my essay when the light went out.

...and wrapped in it were five silver dollars!

X—HF)4 b #1EE BT 115 five silver dollars /iy, K
B2 gEty, & wrapped in it 5E{—4A)H g a piece of
white cloth 4 E %, T B FiE five silver dollarsipF
MRX—BENE, RABEXRSHEL ML OHE.

I often wonder where fhese men have gone.

REFBCNIE) X ARELER L.

Bial to wonder RyRBR “AHE--- - ", HIIR ‘M

I wondercd who should ring me up at such a late hour,
I was just wondering whether I should buy the bcok,
I'd like to see them with my own eyes.
B RERIR W RAAT,
He gazed at us, one after another, while we all smiled

happily and a little proudly,

N S g e ik 25 -



ENERMN—A—A BB (BN FEHGE] LEH
XEEREA RNEFEE, CEREES, BRI A X.
WAy BN 4R IE happily i a little proudly FIfEHR1D;

AP proudly, fiji a little proudly tiE¥EHBA,

Proverbs(p. 13)

First think, then speak.
S8, B, (HE)

A good beginning makes a good ending.
BTHAFE, LESHITRNEER,

A cracked bell can never sound well.
AT, FETFART .

Strike while the iron is hot,

THERBELGH. CRERHID

Key to GRAMMAR EXERCISES
IL. (p. 13)
T R ) 2K i B
1. v Gno gl
7 Fyshout E Yii B9 & v, Hn. ,{HfEshout suddenly
X—iAdids, shout MR, B ysuddenly Hy-ly RE
B, WAREZHARBRTER. ; FH,7E a sudden
shout FiFAH, BIMBEARAAEER 2, FELHER 14
H—XKmE, HERRZHHEHRTER odj.
2. adv. 5 prep. HjiR%.
VA up, NI E JEadv. Biprep. FEjump up X—iF AP,
o 6 o



jump Bouv. , Eik up Badv. , 7Ego up the hillsiderpgljup
R prep. , FAEWZFERE—NEH,
1, shout suddenly . S AR i Ok
a sudden shout  n. FR—FE
2. fight our way out V. WA BGEARER)
a bitter fight n. — 3 B i R 3
3. jump up  adv. B x

go up the hillside prep. Rajiit ;g
4. report to the commander v, mEE R IR
a report on current affairs n. et EE AR 4
5. in a hurry  n. 5 s -4
hurry up V. #E
6. ‘wild plants 7. B MY
plant trees V. AE A

7. stay at home 2 REFKHR

a short stay in the countryside n. FERATEAKH 5 E
8 grasp tirmly v, R B

a firm grasp  n. PR ER
9. return safely P, 418 [l

the return of spring n, #HiB kH#

10, a great surprise n. —iF K
surprise greatly wv. i ks —5
III. (p. 13)

i
1, At the foot of the mountain was a_whole battalion of

AAANAL VW AAAL MAANAL VAN VAR MAARAS WAAANS i

Kuomintang soldiers.

(A simple sentence. It is in the inverted order. )

o 7 e

[



2 His hunger had made l_gm forget army discipline.

(A simple sc;l/’;en;e. forget army discipline is an object
complement ZiEIRBIE. )

3. The first thing (Idug up]was a pieW\ceW(lfwvlvv}iiAtiflmcih.
(A complex sentence. I dug up is an attributive clause
modifying the subject the first thing in the main clause.)

4, We are Red Army men fighting the white troops.

(A s;g;;?:nm:}vﬁe participle phrase fighting the
white troops is an attribute modifying Red Army men.)
1V, (p. 14)

1, They lived on the little wild fruit they could find.
What did they eat?

2. The Red Army men were searching for berries and
apricots one evening,

What were the Red Army men trying to find?

3. Two of the scouts returned to report that the situation
was favourable for a breakthrough.
Whar did the two scouts return to say?

4 The old man served them trea.

How did the old man receive them?

5. The old man was worried about his plot of sweet
potatoes.

What was the old man worried about?

6. He began digging up the potatoes that were left.

What did he dig up?
V. (p. 16)

8 o



1. The enemy dared not come afte;' the Red Army men,
Did the ememy come after the Red Army men?
No, they dared not.

2. The Red Army men decided to stay in the hills for three
more days.
Cid they decide to stay in the hills for three more days?
Yes, they did.

3. The Red Army men did not expect to be warmly welcomed
by the villagers:
Did they expect to be warmly wzlcomed by the villagers?
Neo they didn't,

4. The old man was driven back by the Kuomintang men
each time he tried to go up the hilIsidé.
Was he driven back by the Kuomintang men each time?
Yes, he was.

5. The old man grasped the commissar’s hand tightly in his
own,
Did he grasp the commissar’s hand tightly?
Yes, he did.

VI (p. 14)

Flies are one of the most dangerous enemies of man.
They ate dangerous because they carry diseases. Flies
don’t care whether the food they eat is dirty or clean.
The food they like best is often the dirtiest that can bs
found. Thenthey may fly into a house where good clean

food is kept and begin to walk all over it and eat.

e 9 .

e v e -



Soon the good food becomes unfit for people to eat. Often
a person who is preparing food does not realize that ir is
unfit for people to eat, and so the food is put on the table
and eaten, Those who eat such food can become dangerously
ill. That is why we must get rid of flies.

VIL (p. 14)

1. Horses are very useful animals.

Or, The/A horse is a very useful animal.

2. The ground is covered with snow.

3. I thought I had closed the door, but it is still open.
4. This is a book (which/that) every student of English

should read.

Guo Moro was a world-famous scholar,

He looked up at the stars in the sky.

He is a writer of children’s stories,

0 =~ & O

At about five o’clock we came to/got to/reached/arrived

at a small village,whose name I've forgotten.

Key to EXERCISES TO THE TEXT
L (p.15)
1. How many Red Army men were there at the top of the
mountain?
Answer. There were thirty of them.
2. Why was it that the enemy dared not come after them?
Answer. Because the Red Army men had fought bravely

and had given the enemy a hard time,

o 10 »



7.

But why couldn’t the Red Army men get away?

Answer. Because they were surrounded by a whole battalion
of Kuomintang troops, and were greatly outnumbered. .
How was it that three days passed without any fighting?
Answer; The enemy dared not come up the hillside, but
the Red Army soldiers could not get away. The enemy

wanted to starve them to death.

.. *Did the Red Army men have plenty of food?

Answer: No,they hadn’t any food left. And they could find
little wild fruit on the mountain, for it was late au-
tumn,

What did Little Cai find when he was searching for ber-
ries and apricots?

Answer: He found a potato plot.

What made Little Cai jump up, looking ashamed of him-
self?

Answer; Jhe moment his comrades called out, “Don’t touch
them, ” Little Cai realized that he had broken army
discipline, That was why he felt ashamed of himself. |
Did the Red Army men think they should eat the pota-
toes?

Answer: They were of different opinions. Some were for
eating the potatoes, but others were against it,

What did the two scouts report?

Answer; They reported that the situation was favourable for

them to fight their way out of enemy encirclement,.

o J7 o




