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Abstract

The book introduces a valuable multifunction phonetic system for English language —
Yang's Phonetic System (YPS) created by the author. YPS which has become more and more
popular is universal and available to all people for teaching and learning English. The creation
of Yang’s Phonetic System is based on the rules of pronunciations and wordbuilding of Eng-
lish language including British English, American English and other languages related to a
great number of loan words. YPS is a diacritical mark system (DMS) containing 16 diacritical
marks which are scientifically designed and logically assigned to meet the following purposes :
to represent sounds, to show the relations between sounds and wordbuilding, to indicate the
customary changes of sounds such as unexploding sounds of explosives, or occasional changes
of sounds caused by the shift of the part of speech of a word, or by word / sentence stress; to
be easy to phoneticize English dictionaries with YPS on computers; and to be directly
perceivable and easy to handle.

The book explains in detail how YPS works and describes brietly the characteristics of
YPS -— the regularity, practicability, logicality , and adaptability to the tendency to the con-
tinuous changes of pronouncing and wordbuilding, etc.; and the superiority of YPS to any
other phonetic systems which are monofunctional.
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preface

Yang’s Phonetic Systéfn (YPS) for English language has widely interested the public since

it was created by the author in America in 1984, and it has been welcome to vast numbers of

readers because of its superiority to other phonetic systems. This book is a revised edition of
the first edition of ” Yang’s System ” published in 1987.

In the revised edition entitled < <Yang’s Phonetic System (YPS) for English
Language > >, the' System is explained in further detail —what the Systemis about and how
it works to show rules of pronunciations systematically including both British and American
English and loan words in English language, and how sounds relate to word—building, parts
of speech and word / sentence stress.

Unlike other phonetic systems such as Webster’s System and International Phonetic Al-
phabet (IPA), Yang’s Phonetic System (YPS) is a multifunctional phonetic system of 16
diacritical marks which not only represent-sounds of words but also tells the rules of pronun-
ciations, customary changes of sounds and the relations between sounds and word—building.
YPS also enables readers to perceive directly the effect on pronunciations by word /. sentence
stress and parts of speech as well. In this system six of the diacritical marks are specifically de-
signed for letter—combinations to show the formations of letter—combinations and the
respective rules of their pronunciations;there are also marks to indicate unexploded
explosives, the customary changes of sounds and to identify loan words. In addtion, YPS is
easy to handle. The System is expected extremely helpful to readers of all English levels.

In the book the 16 diacritical marks and the regulations of Yang’s Phonetic System are
introduced in part I; the functions of the sixteen diacritical marks are described respectively in
Part II; Part III tells the sounds of the 26 letters appearing in letter—combinations and in sin-
gles in English language and in a great number of loan words.

Yang's Phonetic System (YPS) is available to people of all ages and of all levels of Eng-
lish. The way of marking a word with YPS is so easy — just to put the marks right above the
letters of a word, that saves time and space. Yang’s Phonetic System (YPS) is also for the ben-
efit of phoneticizing all kinds of English dictionaries on computers. The System is able to meet
the continuous growth of English language, and to fit the customary or occasional changes of
sounds in word pronunciations as well. Yang’s Phonetic System makes teaching and learning
pronunciation very easy and enjoyable. . _

I hope more and more people will accept YPS and enjoy it ! .

Pronouncing dictionaries phoneticized with YPS can be expected in near future !

Yang Xiling
Beijing, 1988
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Introduction

English is not a spelling pronunciation language,which means that most Eng-
lish words are not spelt phonetically because of its irregular spelling an.d compli-
cated pronunciation, let alone some “odd” sounds of a large number of loan
words in English language, of which most are from French,some from Latin and
Greek, few from German,Spanish, Italian and so on. The pronunciations of most
loan words have become either Briticized or Americanized , though the sounds
changed from their original do not agree with the general rules of English pro-
nunciation based on English word formation; e.g. Bach /ba:xx/ (Ger.), jeu
/ 3® / (Fr.); in modern English, however, Bach /bak /,jeu /32:/.Itiswhya
kind of phonetic system which.tells not only the sound of a word but also the rela-
tions between most word structures and pronunciations is pressingly necessary. In
other words, a multifunction phonetic system is urgently needed, which is sup-
posed to be able to intimate general rules of pronunciation and spelling of most
words including loan words in English language.

The multifunction phohetic system created by thd author and entitled
“YANG’S PHONETIC SYSTEM (YPS)” is a diacritical mark system (DMS)
which consists of sixteen simple diacritical marks, of which six for letter—combi-
nations, while ten for single letters. The six marks specifically designed for
letter—combinations are for the purposes of helping people'learn how sounds and
word structures are related, and how the accent and parts of speech influence
pronunciation, etc.

Most marks of YPS indicate not only sounds of letters or letter—combina-
tions respectively but also some specific meanings, for instance, the mark 7 not
only represents: specific ;ounds of respective letter—combinations but also indi-

cates a letter—combination in a loan word,e.g. chéf / fef/, gubérge’ / o'berz/ .

A}
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The major features of Yang’s Phonetic System is multifunction, and the de-
sign of the marks is based on the rules of pronunciation as well as word
structures. It is obvious why there is no mark for either silent vowels in words, or
consonants which have their natural sounds respectively in words, for instance,
b/b/,c/s/,x /ks/,w/w/, h/h/,j/d3/,y/j/,and g/ d3/. Such
design is based on the general rules of English word formations and pronuncia-
tions. I believe that it is the simplest and effective way to stress the distinct fea-
tures of general rules of the pronunciations of the two respective parts — the
vowels and the consonants, because there are often silent vowels in words, such as
the final “e” in "ace” and “type” ; but consonants, however, mostly have their
normal sounds in words and are seldom silent, and it is why a silent mark” is only
necessary for the silent consonants. Marks for letter—combinations are valuable
because they represent sounds and show the relations between sounds and word
structure as well. Typical example words are carefully selected to show how
Yang’s System serves the above purposes individually; furthermore, it is very con-
venient to mark words with YPS because of its easy way of marking ——just to put
the marks right above the letters which need , and it saves time and space. e.g.
show’er, shaw’er; Ton’tént, contént’; ¥t'Sm, FtOm'ic; TlSud, Brolip, Coupe’(A.E.),
ZoWple, wolild, though, \t’hﬁuél}t; pr‘é’E’i’dé'nt,,prE's\i'd‘én’fﬁl; sTﬁfg s‘i’fl’g’&, an'ger,
rafik, lviﬁk";ﬁ’g, j‘i'ﬁx, ban’quet, fUAT t:i\c')n; se, USe(v.); prgj"é'ét, prﬁj‘é’ét’ (v.); St'fice,
Stfi'Gral; OIS . f{f’r‘i'c’:ﬁ'; they, ke¥; etc.

Stress marks for words marked with YPS are as follows :

Primary stress (or, accent) mark  is put right after a stressed syllable, where-
as secondary stress mark is put right before a secondary stressed syllable. IPA is
shown between two slants, e.g.lnéa(‘)ngl"rt;: / nacfa’ naliti /. '

2



Following is a comparison between YPS and other two major phonetic systems :

Yang’s System( Y P S)
Key Words IPA Webster’s
B.E. A.E.
school / sku:l / school ('same) / skool /
bother / 5083 / bOTRET both’er / 'bathor /
. ~vV V ~V , -
chasse’ /feesei / chas’se chasse’ / sha’sa /
pleasure / 'pleza / pléa’ sure (with r sound) | / ple’zhar /

% Contrast between the symbols of IPA used by Jones and K.K.

Jones ei e a: I: i - au o:
K.K. e € a i 1 o )
Jones u: u Jue ju (a:1) (ar) ol
K.K. u u ju ju > ] o1

Y Abbriviation: L.— Latin; Gk.— Greek;

Fr.—French; Span.— Spanish; Ger.— German;

Pol.— Polish; It.— Italian; Cp.— compare;

i.e — that is; pl.— plural; e.g.— for example;-
_A.E.— American English; B.E.— British English;

Jones— Daniel Jones; K.K.———'Kenyon & Knott;

IPA — International Phonetic Alphabet;
YPS — Yang’s Phonetic System;

DMS — diacritical mark system;




I. Yang’s Phonetic System ( YPS)

1. Yang’s Phonetic System (Abbr.YPS) consists of sixteen diacritical marks.
six of them are specifically designed for letter—combinations. The sixteen
diacritical marks are as follows:

For single letters =l v ]| A~ =N

For letter—combinations — |~ A |~ =]~

2. The way of marking is to put the marks right above the letters or
letter—combinations which need . Primary stress mark ’ is put right after a
stressed syllable, whereas secondary stress mark , right before a secondary
stressed syllable. For example, cé'f,t‘i’f{éa’ fion, ,miltich¥n’nel.

3. The regulations of Yang’s Phonetic System (YPS):

1) A vowel with no mark above means a silent vowel. ¢.g. dce, I€ad, 1€ad,
gredt, road, live, live, béligve’.

2) Sounds of single consonants with no mark above are as follows ( con-
trast with IPA ) :

Consonant b [c© |d | f |gg | h | j k|1

IPA b s |d|f |dg|h |d5s|k |1
Consonant m|n |p {q@ ]| r s t v
IPA m | n P k r S t \%




Consonant w X y z

IPA w ks ] z

3) Consonants or consonant—combinations with the glark Aor /\ above
means silent, e.g. Frite, ﬁnb‘W, sign, Shiém’is- try, hféfl, Ysth/ma,

4) If two neighboring consonants in one word sound the same and only one
of them sounds, the silent mark for consonants *# can be omitted, ( but for the
ABC, if a double C or C preceding K and has / k/ sound; or a double G has
/ g/ sound, it is better to keep the * mark ), e.g. ball (1), rnn(n), scéne (s or ¢),
bEULET (1), Adjlst’(d), g8 (é’gg), back (bick), ic'elirate (a¢/cirate); ( Cp. scan, sTic-
&éss’). '

5) In the explanations on the following two sections — II and III, a letter or
letter—combination followed by a hyphen means that it is at the beginning of a
word; and that with a preceding hyphen means that it is at the end of a word; if a
letter is shown between two hyphens, it means that it is at neither the beginning
nor the end, e.g. X—,—X (Fr,) /z/ —x& réx;tab’1éaux (pl. of ” tab/lean” ), —X—/ kf/

— f1&Xton; —X—/ gz / — &xhaust’ ;—x(—)/ ks / — bdx, m?x’ﬁ'ffe, expect’.

6) The letter "Y” with any mark above is either a vowel or part of a
vowel—combination, in other words, according to Yang’s Phonetic System the
"Y” is never silent in words, e.g. fly, buy(buy), ke'))(not key), c\{t’il', tomply’,
pay(not pay), they, sdy, ( Cp. yes, saw’yer, béydnd’, the ”Y” in each of the three
words is a consonant.)

7) The letter ” r ” in a word is always prounounced in American English ; in
British English, however, it only sounds when it is followed by sound vowels .

Cp. art(A.E), art(B.E);, f&d’&ral, mirine’.

8) Since c, s, t followed by —ion, and c, t followed by —ient / —ial / —ious
have the sound of / j'/ ,ie ¢, 8, i / f/ , such unstressed syllables are simply
marked as follow: —&al / fial; —Cient / —tient / [ant / —sion / —tion / —Cian

P e ™~ . o~ ol Voo
/ {an / ;—Gous / —fious / fas / ;instead of —Sion / —Cient / —tious .




II. Instructions of Kach

Individual Diacritical Mark

(YPS. EANFSHZIRA)

Diacritical Marks for Singles (B8 F IR ST S)

No. | YPS

Instructions

1) For single vowels the mark shows that the vowels have
the same sounds as they do respec— tively in the English
alphabet, usually in a stressed open syllable. i.e. 3/ ei/ ;
€/1/;1,y/ai/ ;08 /ou/;u /ju/ eg mite mg,
délete’; nice, my, type, Apply’, Psychiatry; so, note; Tite,
Tise; pr’éd’\i'mte (v.)

2) For some consonants, it represents respec— tively as fol-
lows: S, q/k/;T/v/;8/e/;5/2/;X/z/;8/1n/;
d/d3/; T/ tf/and 3/ j/ W/ v/ ;b/ v/, eg
TOTquét, téé?ln/i\que’ . 8T: pauge; fuSe; Xy'Iophone; s‘i’r'l"gle,
t$7ik, Uii’Cle; proce’dirte, sol'dier, p‘i"cTﬁ're, am’dt eur (A.E.);

N ~ v s o —— = e __A
win’der— kind; jae’ger; Cor’doba; Bach (Ger. / ba:x /).

1) For single vowels, it indicates a short vowel,especially in
a stressed close syllable. They sound respectively as
follows: 2/ = / e/ ec/ ;\i’,y/ i/:8/2/: b/ a/. e.g.
mit; 18t n\i’p; i)’h‘}'/s"‘i'és, s§m’§h‘6’n§, s}'zﬁ’E%rB. s§ll§b’fé,
stud’y; sép, ndt; Tut,ds; Ob’jEct, Sbj&Ct/(v.).

2) For the following consonants: g st/ {7 X/ kf/;and
Yo
1

vY ~ M Vs
g,]/ h/, e.g. dssd’ciate; sure;




B

YPS

Instructions

A= - V.v_ - N AV ad v AT —
apprc’cidate; Complex’ion; Ghba'rd (Bay).

A

1) For the following vowels: 3/ 0./ ; 8/ a:/; %, §/ i/
mostly in loan words); 8, §1/ u:/ ; eg. hill; gén're;
Cétk(B.E.) ST(’i\, dua?;?hﬁe; tlle, rlle.

2) For all consonants, it means silent, e.g. t'(\)m/l\)‘2 t?m(, debt,
E’hoﬁ'l\d, \{v\r(‘;nvg, Wé’&ne§’da§, #hése, hotr, ,'éxﬁ‘i'b'f’tl"f)n,
rhe’ tor, r?le/l\im, ﬁné’ﬁmé’t’\i%s, Onsign’, aw'tumn, bufféf,

=D Vv Y . - AN,
Cﬁrlst’lan, lis'fen, Tiim, &tene, 824 dom,

For some vowels only, it représents 4/ a: /; 0/ 2:/ and
U/ e/ ,eg 8/ a:/ is usually stressed and followed by
single'r”; in B.E., # also followed by some word structures
such as ”a” followed by "—nce”,”—If”, "—ft”, "—ss”, "—sk”,
"—st”,etc. e.g. glince, chince, Fdvince’, diince, in’sWer;
dunt, hilf, calf, sTaff, draft, eliss, Hsk, list, mas®er, (in
A.E. the 1 in the above cases is 4);

’e Yor » » s» ¥V o Y.v
o’rient, 18ss, hdrse(A.E.); bir’y, bur'izl,

1) For the vowels a, ¢, 0, and u; a, €, 0, u sound the same

as /i/.a & ¢ are seldom stressed ; “a” is in final unstres-

'| sed open syllable of most adjectives & nouns. e.g. préf’ace,

o i d -+ L3 .v—' v‘,_-
sur face, pri‘vate, pred’icate (Cp. préd’lcate,v.),




YPS

Instructions

pr‘éd’Tc?éte (n.). private (a.), m’én’ége (Cp, debate’ v.),
seleCt, bén'éfit, (but, b&ndt — A.E.); womn; bisy,
bus’inéss, m‘i'n/ﬁte;

2) For few consonants, it shows a change of a voiced
sound into voiceless. d / t / v/ f/,2/s/, 8/ d3/
¢/s/, (g and c are marked with « occasionally to pre-
vent some possible confusion such as, for example,
g‘i’n’g'é‘f', & srﬁ’g’éf; déc’ade & facide’). Thed /t/ usually
happens when a “ed” is after a voiceless consonant such as
/kop.os L[ tf/ eg I50ked, Wrapped, bﬁsseci, roofed,
p'ﬁs’he&, brinched. tolched, p‘i't‘c’heci; waltz (waltz—A E.),

guartz (quirtz—A.E.); vérbd’teén, Véren’,

1) For few vowels only, 3, u/u/ ; a/ .8/, e.g. pﬁt, pﬁll,
bush, sﬁ’pgi'sté\r; wolf: ME’HII, ( ME’rS?—A.E. ).

L4 - 'd
-

2) For some consonants partly in loan words, g, J, S, Z
3/ ¢/ tf/ W/ f/;X/ gz/ ; e.g. §igue, Zarige’ (or,
Barage’ ); j-a’d(’)tv’i\lle’ . W3EAlY, plea’Sire; azffe; cel'ld;

L v 4 Y
Wr8'claw; 8xec utive, exist’.

-

A

AN A "
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