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p TEST DESCRI

The purpose of this book is to help you focus on the English-language skills that you
need in the IELTS test and the ways in which you can develop these skills.

R A v b e W T

The IELTS test (the International English Language Testing System) assesses your level of
skill in reading, writing, speaking and listening in English.

The test’s four sections are administered in the following order:

A Listening 40 minutes
4 Reading 60 minutes
A Writing 60 minutes
4 Speaking 11-15 minutes

There is generally a break between the writing and speaking sections.

Fach of the sections contains a variety of tasks designed to test your English-language
proficiency. Although the range of tasks will vary from test to test, the strategies present-
ed in this book are intended to develop a level of English-language proficiency which
will enable you to deal with a wide range of different task types.

It is important to note that there are two different types of test. If you are planning to
study at university you will be required to take the IELTS Academic Module. If you are
planning to undertake a non-tertiary course or non-degree training you will be required
{0 take the IELTS General Training Module. The format of both modules is identical
but the reading passages and writing tasks in the General Training Module do not reflect
tertiary study requirements. If you intend to take the General Training Module, you
should pay particular attention to the General Training Module Sections on pages 8, 47,
5494 and 98, and in the Practice Test Book on page 45.

The General Training Module is designed for students who intend to enter non-ter-
tiary or non-degree courses. The format of this module is identical to the Academic
Module, but the reading passages and writing tasks do not reflect tertiary study require-
ments. General Training Module candidates take the same Listening and Speaking
sections as other candidates. If you intend to take the General Training Module, you
should pay particular attention to the General Training Module sections on pages 8, 47,
54 94 and 98, and in the Practice Test Book on page 45.

The range of academic and professional fields in which candidates taking the IELTS
Academic Module intend to study is, of course, very wide. You might be intending to
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study dentistry, or landscape architecture, mathematics, engineering, economics. or
literature. Whatever your intended field of study, you will take the same test as all
candidates. As a result, the Academic Module does not require and does not test
specialist knowledge.

The IELTS test does not assess

e general knowledge

e technical knowledge

The scores you achieve in the test will provide a description of your Engliéh—larig’uage
proficiency. These scores will enable the institutions where you have applied to study to
decide whether your English-language proficiency will enable you to perform success-
fully in tertiary study.

The IELTS test assesses

® vour ability to read, write, listen and speak in the kinds of situations which
are commonly encountered when living and studying in English-speaking
countries.

Your basic aim, therefore, should be to become familiar with these kinds of situations
and the language used in them.

Studying in English,—speaking countries may involve
e reading books and journals
¢ writing assignments
e listening to lectures
¢ participating in tutorials ahd seminars

Reading books and journals
In tertiary study you need to be able to
e read a wide variety of recommended and other relevant books and journals

e find the information you require in texts, tables and diagrams
e critically evaluate what you read

In the IELTS Reading section you will have to read several passages which may be
accompanied by tables and diagrams, understand the main points, locate specific infor-
mation, and evaluate what you read. ' ’

IELTS: STRATEGIES FOR STUDY



Writing assignments
In tertiary study you may be required to
* analyse the set question or task
¢ read recommended and other relevant texts
® organise a writing plan
® write in your own words, showing that you have read widely

In the TELTS Writing section you need to analyse the question or task, organise a writing
plan, develop an argument and then write it up.

Listening to lectures
In tertiary study you need to be able to
¢ understand rapid speech
e understand a variety of accents
e identify the main points
e take notes
In the IELTS Listening section you may be required to listen to a radio news item, for

example one in which you hear native speakers using a range of accents. You need to be
able to understand the main points and write them down.

Participating in tutorials and seminars
In tertiary study you need to be able to
¢ read recommended texts
e prepare to discuss the texts
e understand questions asked by the teacher and other students
e ask questions
¢ contribute to the discussion

In the IELTS Speaking section you will have to understand and respond to questions
asked by the interviewer and ask questions yourself.

Living in an English-speaking country may involve
e reading newspapers, notices, signs, instruction manuals, etc.
¢ writing to institutions and individuals
e listening to the radio, instructions, casual conversation, etc.

¢ speaking about yourself: your background, home country, study plans, etc.

These activities are relevant to all candidates, but are particularly important for General
Training candidates, as they usually form the basis of reading passages and writing tasks

in the General Training Module.
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» PREPARING FOR THE IELTS TEST AND TERTIARY'S

i
v

Your research

The tertiary study tasks listed above may not necessarﬂy Teflect the specrhc tasks you
will be required to do, as these vary according to institution and‘discipline. You &hould
contact the tertiary institutions that'you are planning to study at and ask about the tasks
you will have, to cagry out in, the first semester or ;er{n The followmg questions are
designed to focus your research. o , e

i

e [s there a pre-reading list?

* Can the institution supply you with a list of assignments from the comitig-year
or previous years? How long are the written assignments expected te'be?

® How is assessment carried out? Are there written exams, o¥al exams, practicals,
continuous assessment or a combination of these methods? : -« « '

¢ Will you be expected to give oral presentations? i so; can the institution =
supply examples of these tasks?

& How is formal teaching organised? Are there lectures? seminars? tutorials?.
laboratory work? field work? practical sessions? . . . Lo,
This is a major research task which you need to begin before conimeheing tertiaty study:
In the [ELTS test you are not expected to know the answers to these questions, but a
knowledge of academic requirements will help y0u to focus your Ibrogrﬂfn Bf‘ﬁmdyfbr
both the test and your future studies. : e

St

yoee v

Your study program

You need to collect as many resources as possible. o .
4

You can use a cassette recorder to listen to pre- recorded matenals record r;adu;,and tele-
vision programs, interview native speakers, and record your own speaking to gnalyse
your performance

. k i 3
< oA

You can use a vzdeo recorder ina srmrlar way In partlcular a vujeo recordeg can h,e,lp yop
to practise for the IELTS Speaking section.

Newspapers and magazines can help’you tb develop'yous gratmmar sid voéabulaf'to
practise your reading strategies and to Jamiliarise yourself with topics of-genheral interest
which may be relevant to the Reading, Writing .and Speaking sections. 4. selection of
useful newspapers and magazines is given on page 47, oo s w3

gl s a i

As you work throygh this.book and, identify, the language areas, wh1clp you need to
develop, you should build into your study program a selecnon of appropriate tasks from
the wide range of English- language textbooks avallablc A’ hst of relevam textbooT<s is
giveri on pages 51, 93, 117 and 144." e

! 4
LT

Although bilingual dictionaries can be useful you should try to get used to using a
monolingual dictionary, as this will extend your vocabulary and reading skills. A selection
of monolingual dictionaries is given on page 51.
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You should use international radio guides to select appropriate programs, such as nter-
views, news bulletins, documentaries and current affairs programs. If you are unable to
obtain these guides from the consulates and cultural centres of English-speaking coun-
tries, you can write to the stations themselves.

You should also contact cultural centres of English-speaking countries, such as the B-itish
Council. These centres generally have extensive libraries, including books, news-
papers, journals and video and audio tapes.

If possible, find a study partner. A regular arrangement to study with a partner can pro-
vide support, motivation and feedback.

Native speakers of English are also a valuable resource for practising speaking and listen-
ing, for getting feedback about your reading, writing and speaking, and for learning
more about English-speaking cultures. If you do not know any native speakers, you
should contact an English-speaking cultural centre and ask them for suggestions. They
may have clubs and activity groups which you can join. You can also place an advertise-
ment offering to teach your language in exchange for learning English.

Using this book

This book is designed to be used by all candidates for the IELTS test. It is assumed that
you currently have at least an intermediate level of English-language proficiency.

IELTS: Strategies for Study contains four units: Reading, Writing, Listening and Speaking.
The strategies presented in each unit relate to and reinforce each other. The units can
therefore be studied in any order.

ANSWER KEYS

Tasks which have an answer key are marked with an asterisk, e.g. TASK 27*. Some
tasks rnay have more than one answer. In these cases, the key provides some sample
answers. If your answer is not included among these sample answers, you should check
with your teacher or a native speaker of English.

This book is designed to help you identify your language needs and to provide a frame-
work for your study program. The material is suitable for both independent study and
classroom use. No recommended number of hours of study is given for the four units
because individual learners will have different needs.

The passages presented in the book reflect the diversity of subject matter used in the
IELTS test. As in the test itself, the subject matter of a particular passage may be unfa-
miliar to you. It is the use of appropriate strategies, not technical knowledge, that will
enable you to find the information you require in these passages.

~41 -+ - Introduction
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*.* ¥ couldn’t believe my eyes when I opened -the test paper and saw that .
there was a passage about laser physics, with a really complicated dia-
gram. I don’t know anything about laser physics. I'm a systems engineer!

German IELTS candidate

‘I ran out of time in the Reading section. The passages are too long.’
Thai IELTS candidate

In the Reading Section, which lasts 60 minutes, candidates are required to read three
passages and answer a total of about 40 questions. The passages, some of which may
include diagrams, tables and pictures, range in length from approximately 300 to 1400
words in the Academic Module and from 20 to 1000 in the General Training Module.
The test instructions indicate the amount of time you should spend answering each set

of questions.

Because IELTS questions assess the kinds of reading skills required in tertiary study, a
wide range of question types is possible. Although the precise format of the IELTS
Reading section cannot be predicted, it is likely to contain:

4 multiple-choice questions

A gap-filling exercises

4 matching questions

4 open questions

Examples of each type are given on pages 9, 10 and 11. This unit presents and practises
a range of reading strategies relevant to all possible question types.

GENERAL TRAINING MODULE :
Passages in the General Training Module are shorter and less linguistically complex than
those in the Academic Module. Examples of General Training passages are presented in
the Practice Test Book in Practice Test 4, on page 45. Note that the passages are less acad-
emic in style and content and reflect the kinds of passage you are likely to*read in
everyday life in an English- speaking country For example, passages could include:

e newspaper advertisements for accommodation |

e cinema guides

e college timetables

e information about opening a bank account

e regulations regarding driving licences

e operating instructions for a compact disc player
Most of the passages in this unit are more academic in style-and content than the ones
you will find in the General Training Module and are therefore more linguistically

demanding. The tasks, however, are designed to help you read more effectively and you
should do them all, paying particular attention to the strategies which are practised.

IELTS: STRATEGIES FOR STUDY



ACADEMIC MODULE
What are the reading passages about?

The reading passages cover a very broad range of topics of general interest. They might
include passages about education, technology, the environment or other contemporary
issues. The important thing to remember is that you do not need any specialised
background knowledge to read these passages and carry out the tasks successfully.
Many candidates, such as the German systems engineer quoted earlier, believe it is
impossible to answer questions about passages which deal with unfamiliar subjects.
Remember that the test assesses your ability to use the effective reading strategies
needed for any academic reading. Even though the passages may deal with subjects
which you are not familiar with, you do not need any specialist knowledge to answer the
questions. The test is not designed to assess your academic or professional knowledge
of a particular subject.

SAMPLE READING TASKS

The five tasks presented below will familiarise you with the kinds of questions you may
be required to answer in the Reading section of the IELTS test. In order to answer
Sample Reading Tasks 1-5 you will need to re-read the Reading Test Description on
pages 8 and 9.

SAMPLE READING TASK 1*: an example of a gap-filling task

The paragraph below summarises the section on this page called “What are the
reading passages about?’ Five words or phrases have been left out. By referring to
the section, find one or two words which fill the gaps. Write your answers in the

column on the right.

Unfamiliarity with a..1.. may make candidates feel it is..2... to answer the
questions about the reading passages. It is important to note that the pur-
pose of the test is not to . 3.... technical knowledge but your . 4. to use the
5. required for academic reading in general.

Write your answers here:

topic 4

L b

* With answer key

UNIT 1: Reading
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SAMPLE READING TASK 2*: an example of a gap-ﬁllmg task

-i:--.-_".’:f.‘f’. BE
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