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TO THE READER

I personally prefer studying mathematics,
physics and computer science to English. In order to
get high scores in the GRE, I took the 1993 spring
GRE class in Qian Jin College in Shanghai. The
teachers were very good and helpful. On the first day
of class, a professor said to us, “If you want to get a
high score in the verbal part, you must be ready to
write a dictionary.” 1 was a little scared, but fol-
lowed his directions. I think that this book will help
you to write your own dictionary at least more easily,

and hope that you can learn something from this

book.
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Holding a book does not mean you have knowl-
edge. In order to get high scores in the GRE, hard
work is definitely necessary. 1 believe that all the
people who are preparing for the GRE have this in
mind. As we know, remembering thousands of
words doesn’t mean that we know how to use it. The
only way to use the words correctly and eloguently is
to study them carefully.

The main characteristic of this book is that we
study every word from many aspects which were
picked up from actual GRE tests, GRE preparation
books or other literature. We provide the words’ ety-
mology which helps us to understand their origins
and the circumstances when to use them. We cluster
synonyms and antonyms to help compare the slight
differences among them. The unique feature of this
book is the graph of words grouped together to show
their connections. By using the graph, memorizing
words becomes an easy task.

Moreover, most words in this book are advanced
words in English. Grasping these elegant words can
help you get high scores in the GRE. In order to use

this book more efficiently, we strongly recommend
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using the words instead of only memeocrizing them.
The examples given in this book will guide you in un-
derstanding the correct usage. All the definitions and
examples in this book are selected from the famous
books (the Bible, world-known novels, magazines
and literature journals) and dictionaries (mainly from
Barron’s How to Prepare for the GRE, Webster Dic-
tionary or Longman’s Dictionary, etc). A large num-
ber of examples are directly excerpted from the En-
glsih novels in order to make you familiar with Amer-
ican culture. 4

My GRE score was 2,250 (Verbal 650, Mathe-
matics 800, Analysis & Logic 800). After I took the
test, some of my friends borrowed my notes for ref-
~erence. All of them got scores of more than 2, 000
and successfully obtained scholarships and assis-
tantships offered by American universities. It was
they who pushed me to publish it. However, it might
be impossible to share my experience with you with-
out the enthusiastic help of Professor Wang
Shuquan, who grasps several foreign languages and
is an expert in English, and stayed in the U.K. and

Canada for years. At present, he is the English edi-



tor of the Journal of the Ocean University of Qindao,
and spent incredible time in revising my notes. In a
sense, he is the real author because I only found a
fine stone, but he has sculptured it into a statue. It’s
my fortune to work with him.

Writing and publishing a book is always a tough
job. It needs the cooperation among several people
before it can appear in front of you. Here, Professor
Wang and I cannot help appreciating the generous
help and warm support from our friends and rela-
tives. 1'd like to thank Ms. Hsu-pieper, Mr. Lin Xi-
Jiang and Professor Shi Chuanjin for their great ad-
vice on the book.

In conclusion, let me say that I should much
welcome any comments on the book that the reader

may care to send.

Lu Yuan
March 30, 1997
at lowa City, U. S. A.
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