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" PREFACE ~

This book is the result of a partnership going
back more than thirty years, when all of us were young,

1 was the speech teacher daand Chen Xiaoming was

" building a course on phonetics, During twenty years

as colleagues we exchanged opinions on the needs -add
problems of Chinese students ‘trying to achiéve a good
English pronunciation, When, to our regret, Prof,
Chen had to transfer-to a coastal university for rea-
sons of health, he and I maintained correspondence on
these problems,

This book has taken three years in the writing,
carefully selecting methods which we have found most
effective in China in our decades of teaching; working
and re-working the text to suit it to the reading
abilities of the students who will wuse it; and com-
piling exercises to help them attain a clear pronun-
ciation, This study has been helped by several trips
I have made to the United States and England, where
I was able to observe the English of foreign stu-
dents therej,both those who had learned English,pro—
fessionally, with phonetic correction,and those who

had learned it in training courses, as a necessary aikg;

‘1.



to fﬁrthering another profession, IFlucnt,understand-

able English speech is a requirement for foreign

students applying for teaching assistantships to finance

their studies overseas and as“:%zx!xna s contacts with
the world increase, B3 wxll becomc more and more
important in China, vexen being the deciding factor in
some. types.of .assignménts, - - 0 Docw .

g This.book is iztended as:a textbock: ssmtable fot
>$§achmg“Enshsh4p_bonetu:s in-.colleges .in- China - and
elsewhere,but we hope it can also Leiused successful-
1y .for self-improvement and im tfaining courses,where
Pronunciation should receive due atiention,

.. . .. . .. SHIRLEY WOOD
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List Of English Phonetic Symbols with Key

5]

£13
{e]
[ee]
fa:]
fo] 7
193
Lu]
[w],
Lal
La:]
{e]

 Lei]

{ai]
i[;)i}_ -

feul:

[au]
Tie]
feol
[ua]
aia]
faus]

Wirds and: Sins

- Vowels. -
east[ist], teamfti:m], tfeé[stﬁr]--
it[it], tennis['tenis], c1t*y{'81tli}
egglegl, bedfbed]

-at[et], scan[sken] .

arm[a:m], park[Pa: k],star[sta ]

ox[oks], stock{stak].

al[2:13, form{foim], befofe[bx'ia ]
look[luk], foot{futy: : , s ® v g
ogze[U:z], spoonfspu:n], rthroy ghfbru:]
uplap], luck[lak] = - SO .
earth[5:9], firm[form], stir[ste:]
-agolalgeul,” orderly[lodeli], iwonder[ ‘'wanda]
aim[eim],: ba§g[.be1§],,; std y[stei]

ice[ais], tix_r_x,gs{taim], sky[skai]

ail[pil], spoilfispaid], boy[bai]

oatfout],. .home[haum], mow[mau]
out[aut], heuse[haus),cepw[kau] :
earlie], fierce[fips], hearf{his]

air[8s], scarce[skess],  there[dea}
poor[pusl, fury['fjueri]

iron['ailan], quiet['kwaiat], fire[faia]
owl['aual], coward['kauad], power['Paua]




[rl
[b]
[t]
[d]
[k]
[a]
Cf]
(vl
£e]
[8]

[8]:w.

[z]
Lrl
oY
(3]
[h]
(m]
[n]
ol
1]
vl
[l

- Cornispnants

pen[pen], raﬁé@ﬁ'téﬁﬁ]; deep[di:p]
big[big], rabbit['reebit], cab[keeb]
tiie[#dim], protest['proutest], afeet[mi‘t]
desk{desk], meadow ['medou]," sad[sae:lj
key[ki:], actf[ekt], -lack[lek? -
great[greit], figure['fige], leglleg]
fast[fa:st], offer['ofe], half[ha:f]
vast[va'st], cover['kave], five[faiv]
throw[@rou], author['0:00], breath[b-ed}

then[8en], father['fa:do], breathe[bri:d]
“Sapd[smnd], essiy['esei], pass[pa:s] '

zest[zest], lazy['leizi}, vase[va:z]
rest[rast], terror['tera]

' shellffel]; $peciall'spefal]; - fxsh[faj']

pleasuref'ple3zal; rouge[ru*s]

hatChest], ahead(o'hed]

man[men], lemos[‘*leman],- ham[hem] -
fameneim],’ ca\nnon}j'kaenanl 5 fan[faen]'f
fiiges['figga],” hangfhen] =~ - -
last[la:st], coIlar['kals}, beI'IEbél]
west[west], . h1ghway['halwer]

yes[jes], view[wju:] .

C
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Signs -

full length vowel

emphatic stress on a high or low level

pPrimary stress

secondary stress, syllabic consonant

devoiced consonant

emphatically stressed syllable

normally stressed syllable

half-stressed syllable

unstressed syllable

falling tone with syllable normally
stressed

rising tome with syllable normally
stressed

level tone with syllable normally
stressed

high fall with syllable emphatically
stressed

fall-rise with syllable emphatically
stressed

rise-fall-rise with syllable emphatically
stressed

low-rise with syllable emphatically
stressed




rise-fall with
stressed
voice—ranggﬂ,mi?
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Chapter T Introduction
1, Change and Stability in English
‘Pronunciation

Derived feom t4};1e ’Ge‘r_men‘ie ‘brx‘anc‘,ﬁ of_IvndofEurO;'
pean, the Engiirsh lahguage. cae ‘be traced to three
branches; East Germanie, No;th Gergﬁaniq,_and West
Germanic,Of the tllree,Wes( Germanic was the parept
of English, Ancient English originated %f_.f‘o,m ,t!:t;-'eej
tribes; the Angles, Saxons a.ed,!_ ;gtee_, wha. became
settlers in the British Isles ig the fifth century, Thus
Old English dates from aboa_it 700 to 1150, Then it
tock another three hundred ,yea_rs[,or Old -English to
develop into Modern English,on: which .is founded our
present- day English,. e .

Durlng this perxod a large number of French words:
were 1ntroduced Scholars borrowed words from Greek
and Latin,a process st111 contiguing, in s»?:sence and
t_echnology, Finally the modera: language was formed,

The large number of forelgn words taken in b;r
the Enghsh language exerted a degisive influence o

the pronunmatlon of the natwe SpeakerS- Open a8y

1



a third of the vocabulary is of French origin and the

rest is either from Latin or Greek or some other Ifan-
guages, [t was_ nof until {hg bqunn.lng p.f-&the 19th cen-
tury that the Enghst language became ‘comparatively
settled and its pronunciation rclatively stable,

The' relatibn between English spelling and pro-
nunciation was unavoxdabl) affected by the foreign in-
fluences, Normally the native Enghsh words, which
hold less than 20 percent of .the English vocabulary,
still keep their former phonetic featurés, So unlike
Freach, Germah, Spanish, Russian, etc, the English

language is chwracterized by its exceptional marker

English pronunciation daes ot always follow one
single set of spelling rules, For example, 6O,SO,NO
are phonetically termed ‘open-syllible’ and according
to the rules take the diphthong [au] for¢o’, yet the
same letter takes an entirely different’ sound of [u:]
in TO [tu:], DO [du:], while the first musical note
DO is still sounded [dou], Another example can be
cited in 1OOL POOL, FOOL, SOON, MOON,DOOM
where ¢00’is pronounced [wl, a long vowel yet in
SO0T, COOK, LOOK, TOOXK, GOOD HOOD,NOOK
the same€ ‘o0’ is articulated [u], a short vowel,
’-.E‘arfy change ia> English pronu'nCi’}itian- involved
fva";{véls,consonants and stress iilike';' Forinstance the
word MICE went through sonfé" stages from [mufsi],
Imy:si],[mi:sJover the cenfiriés to'the present [mais],
“The word HEARD was fofmérfy-‘ 'pr'on'()unced [hard] or

2



‘[heerd] bearing no resemblance to the present [he:d],
The word CLERK was articulated [klerk], [kle:k]
-as dilferent from the modified [kla:k], And the word
SUGAR went throygh some varistions from [sju:r),
A[SIUQar] until it settled as ['fuge],

“‘Native English pfonunczat:on alsé affected such
loan words ‘&s QARAGE whase: Frenth ronunclahcﬁ
‘[gara:3] was: late‘i- f‘a:siuoncd inte ['geera:dz] or ['geeridz],
Likewise the French word RESTAURANT [restorg]
was later ang]-vi’c'iied into [restoran], {'restarant] or
{'restront] Words tike VILLAGE fvila:3],NECESSARY
[ncsese:r] not only underwent vewel 'and - consonart
changes but also stress shifts, for in Middle’'Edglish
they were articulated [vi'la:d3a], [ nese'sa:ria] respec-
tively, unlike the ['vilid3], [' nesesan] of the modxf;ed
fashion, R

Historically there was ne spoken standard until the.
16th centiury wheri it was gradually secured among tke '
educated Londoners, o RS

Received pronunciation ( RP) was introduced By
British pheneticians in the 19th century, It fepresents
astardard most widely adopted by the native speakers
of :Britian and aeknowledged by British *lingu'i'sts' oy
its sciestilic: why - ‘of transeription—-one Symbol one
sbund, one sound. one symbol, However it suggestsmo
sﬁch idea that tlus norm w:ll not make vay for so*umf
alterations in future : o

e



