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61First. Passage:

Vincent Gaddis

For centunes mariners tned to find a deepwater
route called the Northwest Passage. A northern
lane between the Atlantic and Pacific weuld be
shorter than the dangerous .voyage rounding Cape
Horn at the tip of South America. But ships vanished
and men died. With its cold, blizzards, and ice, the
Arctic defeated the searchers.

On the morning of August 1. 1775, the
whaleship Herild lay becalmed west of Greenland,
at.latitude 76°n6rth, near -a vast sea of ice. By
early afterncon she was running southeast in a
gale, ieebergs driving after her. Her flight lasted
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until dawn, when the weather cleared.

Looking to the west, Ca-ptaiit Warren. saw that
the gale had opened:-channels- in the ice,-He. nilaflged'
to a southwest course and' headed for the ne!arest
channel, about three miles distant. Suddeﬂly‘ the
lookout shouted “Ahoy! A ship! West aheadd”

Captain Warren stared in "astonishment. . The.
masts of a vessel were. showing above the tap 4éf an
1ceberg As the captain watched; the ship came into
view from behind the berg. She passed' the. last of the
ice along the channel and drifted into the open \gater,,
Her ice-covered spars, sails, and rigging gﬁstei;ed in
the suntight. She lookgamgghosx aashe ap oached
the whaler. N2

When hails. from the Herqld received no reply,
Captain Warren ordered the longhoat to be lowewed
and chose eight men to aceompany him. Nearing the
vessel, the captaim read her name-the Octavius. With
four nervous seamen he climbed to. the icecoated deck -
and led the way to the forecastle. With. the sailors’
help, he kicked away the snow and ice blocking the
door, and opened it. The five men entered the seamen’s
 quarters.

In every bunkwas a dead man, perfectly pre-
served by the arctic cold There were twenty-eight
bodies. each heavily bundled with blankets and
clothing. Apparently the men had fallen asleep before
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the frigid chill-had finally p‘spetrated their coverings.

. t,-in. the captain’s. ca.b abin, the boarding party
gaz O}Ll another scen&ofrhorror Head bent forward,
the captain slumped-in, a. chair with his -hands on the.
table before him. A pen.lay near his right. hand. On
the table in front of-the.body was the ship’s logbook,
which. Captain Warren. plck.ed‘ up and handed-to one
of his men.

In, an adjoining. cabin the body. of- a woman,
covered: with blankets, lay in, a bunk. Her position
suggested: that: she had- died: while \;:atching a man
aftempting. to start a fire. His body was seated-cross-
leggeds on, the floor, a, heap.of wood shavings before,
hm, Oue.hand heldya fling, the other. a.piece of, steel;
RBeneath a heavy, jacket % him Captain Warren,
fouad: the body, of a.smallbay.> “R%

Despite his sailors! pleadings, Captain Warren
begam a careful inspection, In the .galley he found no,
pkovisions, When. he. started; to inspect the hold, hijs
men rebelled. They scrambled, overside ami't-hrez;fenedn
to..pulk away. Seeing that-they, were desperate, he
joined them, and, the longboat returned, to the Herald.

The Octqvius drifted, out, of, sight. She was never
seen again. .

Of her logbook, only two musty covers holding
four pages were left. The sailor who had carried the
book explained that it had, started to, slip from his
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grasp as he hastened into the longboat. Evidently
rotted, the center pages had fallen free from the
binding and dropped into the ses.

In his cahin Captain Warten examined what
remained. The first three pages listed the names of
the ship’s company, which included the captain, his
wife, his ten-year-old son, and twenty-nine crewmen.
The log also recorded that the Ocfevius had left
England bound east on the China‘trade en September
10, 1761. On the third page were the first entries-of
the voyage, dated September: 18 and 19, telling of
fair weather and the sighting of the Canary Islands.
Then came the gap in the log.

~ The fourth page, at the very end; held only one
entry. Dated November 11, 1762, it read: “We have
now been enclosed in the ice seventeen ‘days, and our
approximate position is Longitude 160 W, Latitude
75N.: The fire- went out yesterday, and our master
has -been trying to rekindle it again but without
success. :He has handed the steel and flint to the
mate. The master’s son died this morning and his
wife says she no longer feels the terrible cold. The
rest of us seem to have no relief from the agony.”

When Captain Warren checked the Octavius’s
last recorded position, he found it almost unbelievable,
but his officers agreed it was correet. On the day of
the entry the Octavius had been frozen in ice in the

. 4
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Arctic Ocean at a point north of Point Barrow,
Alaska.

There was only one explanation. The captain of
the Octarius, on his return trip, had decided to look
for the elusive Northwest Passage instead of sailing
all the way round South America. Like others before
him, he had met disaster and death.

But his ship had\szﬁl on. Year after year, she
had crept eastward through the ice, at last entering
the North Atlantic. The Ocfavius had made the first
passage by the route so many had sought. But her
passengers were thirty-two persons who had been
dead for thirteen vears.

HOW WELL DID YOU READ?

1. [ Note the setting. 1 The “first passage”
was made ’
A. around Cape Horn
B. through the Arctic to the Pacific
C. through the Arctic to the Atlantic

2. [ Check the detarls .1 The Octavius
reached open water after
A. a gale broke channels in the ice
B. men from the Herald freed ker from
ice
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C. theHemld rammed an ice field

3. [ Dvaw a conclusion. ] The appearance of
“the Octavius showed that
“A. shewasa ghost
- B. her sails had been torn by storms
C. her stay in arctic waters had been long

4. [ Check the details. ] The sections that
" Captain Warren checked carefully were
the
. forecastle, two cabins, and the galley
. forecastle, the galley, and the hold
captain’s cabin, an adjoining cabin,
and the hold

Jp:c»‘

5. [Judge from ditails. 7 Captain Warren's
men probably refused to stay aboard
because they were
A. cold
B. tired
C. frightened:

6. [ State the purpose. ] Captain Warren
read the. Octavius’s log so that he could
A. sail the same route
B. learn about the ship and the crew



9.

C. decide whether to go back for the
cargo

. [ Draw a couclusion.] The pages dropped

from the log would have told about the

voyage '

A. from England to the Canary Islands

B. from the Canary Islands to China and
then to Alaskan waters

€. castward from Point Barrow

. UDrawe a conclusion. ] The writer of the

last entry in the log must -have been
A. the master of the (/i /s

B. the mate of the Ocivirw

(. one of the sailors

[ Note a difference. 7 A detail that would
not he likely to appear in a story of th:
Northwest Passage of our time is that

- . ~aale opens channels in the ice
"B~ ®™0ols for starting a fire are a flint :nd

steel
C. ice coats a ship’s masts and decks
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Notes:

. mariner
.lane

, Cape Horn
. blizzard

. herald

. gale

. course

fo I B 2 R - T O

. mast

9. vessel

10. ghost

11. forecastle
12. quarters
13. bunk

4. frigid

15, penetrate
16, aft

iT. slump

8. logbook
4. adjoin
20, flint

21, galiey
20, provisions
. hold
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24. scramble % &

25. pull away i 5

26. desperate S NHEHE

27. longitude 22353

28. latitude E23:

29. agnoy . R BER .
30. elusive DR B R -
31. creep e
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