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" Lesson One

Language in Context

1. Wang:

Li:

Wang:

Li:

2. Zhang:

Li:

Zhang:

Li:

| Zhang:

Li:

I

Do you know how to spell the word
“robot” ?

Yes, I do. It’s spelt r-o-b-o-t.

Good. Do you know what it means?
Yes. A robot is a manlike machine.

Do you know whether Zhu Ping’s going
to Beijing ?

Yes. She’s leaving on Saturday. Do
you know how she’s going ?

By plane, of course. Am I right?

Yes. Do you know who she’s going with ?
No, I haven’t the faintest idea. Who?
Me.

Will you tell me how to operate this

_machine, please?

Certainly. Push the red button and the
machine will start running.

And please tell me which button I press
if I want to shut it off.

The white one.




. Stranger:

Zhang:

Stranger:

VZhang:

. Fan:

Zhang:
Fan:

~ Zhang:
. Zhang:
Wang:
Zhang:

Wang:

Excuse me, could you tell me if there’s a
post office near here ?

Yes, there’s one two blocks away on your
left.

Thank you. Could you also tell me when
it closes? It’s already five.

Oh, it stays open until six.

Let’s go and ask Xiao Wang what time the
basketball match starts this evening and
where it is...

I know. - At 6:30 in the gym. -

Do you know who we are playing?
The Fudan Team, I hear.

Have you asked Miss Blake if she’s going
to give us a test?

Yes, I have. And I have asked her how
many lessons it’ll cover.

Oh, I know that, but have you asked her
how long the test will be ? .
Yes. It’s going to be an hdur, she said.
What does the weather forecast say today,
Xiao Wang?

Cloudy with occasional rain, but it'll be
fine tomorrow,

Does it say what kind of weather we’re



Wéng: '

8. Zhang:
Wang:

Zhang:
© Wang:

Zhang:

going to have the next few days ?

Yes. It says we're going to have a spell
of fine weather. |
I met Zhu Ping an hour ago.

Did you? Did she say why she wasn’t
at the meeting yesterday ?

'Yes. She said she went to the dentist’s

because she had a bad toothache.

Did she tell you why she didn’t ask for
leave beforehand ? :
Yes. She said she’d looked for you but
couldn’t find you.

I

Doctor: Hello, Miss White. How’s the patient ?
Nurse: He’s awake and he’s been asking questions.
Patient: Am I in hospital? -

Doctor: What’s he asking? He’s speaking so softly

I just can’t hear him.

Nurse: He wants to know if he’s in hospital.
‘Doctor: Tell him he i1s.

Nurse: Yes, you are.

Patient: Has theré been an accident ?

Nurse: He asks if there’s been an accident.
Doctor: Tell him there has, ‘




Nurse: Yes, there has,

Patient: I’ve been badly hurt, haven’t I?

Nurse:. He thinks that he’s been badly hurt.

Doctor: Tell him he hasn’t.

Nurse: *No, you haven’t.

Patient: I beg your pardon?

Nurse: The doctor says you haven’t been badly hurt.
Patient: Will I be in hospital long?

Nurse: He wants to know if he’ll be in hospital long.
Doctor: Tell him not very long.

Nurse: No, not very long.

Text
An Unwelcome Guest
(Part I)

(Jane is sitting in her office typing. She is secretary to
- My, Steed, editor-in-chief of The Daily Gazette. The
door opens and S. P. Yopus sirides in.)
Yopus: I’d like to have a word with Mr. Steed, please.
Jane: I don’t know if Mr. Steed is free to see you
,  now, Sir.
Yopus: Er... what exactly do you mean by that ?
Jane: He’s just back from abroad and he’s briefing the
editors in his office.
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Yopus:

Jane:

Yopus:

Jane:

Yopus:

Jane:

Yopus:

Jane:

Yopus:

Jane:
Steed:
Jane:

Yopus:

. Steed:

Yopus:

I'see. But does his secretary always decide when
he may see visitors ?

I’'m sorry, but I have orders not to interrupt him.
Never mind that. Just tell him who itis. He'll
see me all right.

May I know who you are, then, sir?

You don’t know? I'm S. P. Yopus, the well-
known writer on world problems. I’'m a friend
of your country.

I’'ll see what I can do, Mr. Yopus.

Hurry up, then. |

Shall I tell Mr. Steed what you’ve come to
see him about?

My business is with Mr. Steed, not with his
secretary. Tell me at once which is his office.
I’'m sorry, Mr. Yopus, but ...

(Enters) What’s up, Jane?

This Mr. deus here .

Hello, Mr. Steed. I’'m S. P. Yopus, author of
Peace for the Whole World and many other books. -
I’'m sure you’ve heard of me.

Well, the name seems to ring a.bell. O, yes,
I remember now. You tried to buy some photos
from one of our reporters, didn’t you ?

That’s right. I heard that your reporter Mr,

« b o



~ Jones had taken masses of fantastic photos during
his Pacinia tour last year.
Steed: And you got in touch with him by phone and
! “told him that you were very much interested in
those photos, didn’t you? -
Yopus: Yes. -And I told him that I was willing to pay
- for them.

- (To be continued)

' Notes‘

1. Do you know how to spell the word “robot”?
KPWATF
I don’t know what to sqy.
Mary hasn’t yet decided when 20 leave for Beijing.
Will you tell me where 20 get this dictionary ? '
how fo ..., what to ..., when fo ..., where fo ... BSHEEE [F]iF
Kﬁﬁﬁ?’i#%‘éﬁ know, #ell, ask, show, feach, learn, dcczda
forger SR, ,
2. Do you know whkat it means?
HBE T AR 4L T R A 214 |
1) Do you know what it means ?
What does it mean ?
2) I know how she’s going.
 How is she going?
' 3) Please' tell me which bution I press.
- Which button do I press?
4) Pve asked her how many lessons iPll covers
How many lessons will it cover ?
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