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Foreword

In this series of random notes, it is my intention to turn
the spotlight on that part of the English vocabulary which I be-
lieve may present problems to Chinese students of the lan-
guage. Most of the words and expressions I have chosen to elu-
cidate are in current use on radio and television, in the press
and modern literature, although some of the entries may prove
informative even to those English-speaking natives who are less
interested in keeping up with the Joneses®, linguistically that
is. Such is the speed of change on the linguistic scene today!
My aim is to illuminate English as it is currently used, rather
than to seek out examples of arcane or overly ingenious®usage.

Many excellent dictionaries and reference guides to modern
English usage already exist, I am well aware, and 1 have no
wish to flog a dead horse (¥ 4% )by duplicating the good
work that their writers have already done. My purpose is
rather to identify vocabulary hitherto overlooked, or perhaps

*Dto merit the attention of the

considered too ‘down-market
magic circle® of elitist lexicographers, and to bring to book,*”’
as it were, words and phrases which have hitherto been insuffi-
ciently explained in the multiplicity of existing English-Chinese
dictionaries. In a language as constantly evolving as English,
linguistic mutations —subtle shifts in and extensions to meaning
— are frequently occurring. For the Chinese scholar who has
gained a text-book knowledge of English, and who wishes to
tackle the language as it is spoken and written in the 1990s, it

is my belief that such a glossary, however modest in scope, is



o

not to be sniffed at. It is also my hope to be able to make a
small contribution towards identifying the ever widening gap in
the chain of English vocabulavry encompassed by the general run
of dictionaries and phrase books and consequently slot a few vi-
tal missing links into place.

Keeping up to date with the English language, particularly
in the fast-moving contemproary English-speaking world where
the mass media (especially the broadcast media ) play a major
role in influencing the way English is used,-and the voice of the
people(the ‘demotic voice’* as professor Randolph Quirk puts
it ) is, needless to say, a task requiring well-resourced team-
work and academic commitment. In the meantime it 1s my sin-
cerest wish that this little effort of mine will serve as ‘a sprat
to catch a mackeral’®, or ‘a brick to extract jade’ (M#&5| E),

as the Chinese saying goes.

Notes ;: (1)down-market (or ‘downmarket’) :relating to something (a

- product or service) catering for the cheaper and more popular end of the
market, hence of poorer quality. The antonym of ‘downmarket’ is
‘upmarket’. Please note that these two words are maninly used as adjec-

tives, or adverbs. (2)magic circle: a small elitist group of people privileged
to make important decisions. (3)bring to book: to make someone account-

able for his actions (here used as a jocular pun. ) (4)demotic: pertaining to
the simplified form of hieratic writing used in ancient Egypt. Hence the
word is currently used to describe something (especially in language )that
is typical of the unrefined common people. Eg “Television is the most de-
motic of the arts.” The term ‘demotic voice’ is used by Quirk in his arti-
cle, *The Changing Linguistic Scene in Britain’, published in Waiyu Jiao

Xue Yu Yanjiu (FPEHF ST

N.C. DOO
London 1993
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" A bit on the side <eseerrecces

EXHF - RZE
(Contents with Indexes Included)

A .

A bad press (k, Cry/laugh all

the way to the bank) -« (99 )
A bit of all right eseeseeresee (1 )
A bit off (J Off) eeevevceeces (266)
A bit of the other  +scteesee 1)
c2)
A breeze seeereeseresisisiines (2 )
A (bridge)too far  seeveeeee 3)
A face like the back of bus

(L, On) seeeessesacesesnannes
A fat lot of good (. Aware-
(28)

(270)

[IESS) seerereieseesesranereses
A fix(I{, Put the fix in) - (318)
A form of words <«eseesemeese (4 )
A hard act to follow  «--e- 5)
A little local difficulty /Little

......... (6 )
270

local difficulties
A lot on (JL On) «eeeeeveeces
A man’s gotta do what a
man’s gotta do (I, Riding
off into the sunset)
e®seressesscac mrecas sen see (333)
A many-splendoured thing
A multitude of sine (I Per-

sonal services) eccesreecces (296)

A Pain in the arse (I Sit on
one’s backside) +es+ereereer (360)
A pain in the backside ([f] )
. (360)
A pain in the neck([f] )
eererernttnatnseenesenesensenss (360)
A quick fix eseeeovervecsseees (8 )
A rose is a rose is a rose
< (9 )
A spring in (one’s)step
A week is a long time in poli-
£iCS severearssnesennrrannnnns (10 )
Achiever (i, Under-achiever)
o (443)
Accidentally on purpose
: < (11
Adrenalin (or Adrenaline)
e (12)
Adult reeeerreeerssserenniinicees (12 )
Adult book store (WL F &)
Adult entertainment([&] F)
cessesrntsenans e (12
Adult movie([d] ) seceeeree (12
Adult novelty (Ja] ) +eeeee (12
Adult TV(E E) ereeeeeeeee (12
Affirmative action ~ eeseseeer (13
Afters cesteecssestreacesceenes (13 -

N R " v



Agenda eseseeresseesesnenences (13 )
Agony Aunt (I, Space) -+ (376)
Agony Column (I}, On the
couch) seeesesssccs cosenoaneves
Alienated seseeeseoresessesons
All chiefs and no Indians

secessmrsvesces oo nin e

(278)
(15 )

« (15)
All done with (or ‘by’)mirrors

S G 11D
All dressed up and/with

nowhere to go <s=esereesee (16 )

All/Everything to play for -

sessssvense e e ssssscssreace (17 )
All right on the night «see* (18)
All things to all men (&

Pull the birds) <seeeeeeeves (311)
All wet (I, Wet/Dry) es-- 457)
All over bar the shouting (i,

The opera is not (or ain’t)

over till the fat lady sings)

4sescessesessssevesn (421)
Alot on (JL On) eeeereeneee (270)
Alterndtive - (19
Alternative art (| %)

e (19

Alternative education ([f] 1)
esee (19

Alternative life-style ([F]_£)
sssecscve vesass rer e ( 19 )

Alternative medicine ([§] L)
< (19)
Alternative morality ([F] 1)

verrens (19 )
Alternative prayer book (Jf] 1)

sessescsscssssssansese

veveeeeee (19 )
Alternative society ([f] 1)

sessessssesssessescasstsnssnes

Alternative therapy (] )

esscsscss s

(19

- (19)

And all that jazz (JL Aware-

« (28)

Anti-Establishment (R, The
Establishment) secsceeeeeee (411)

Antisocial es-eeees ceeesennanes (20 )

Anyone for tennis? /Who's ‘

NeSS) ecesesesess

for tennis? /Tennis, any-

Anything doing/Nothing do-

corernnnsnenne (22 )
Anything goes seesssrsecesces (22 )
Are you on? (W, On) e 270)
- (24)
(24

one?

ing eeeeseevenees

Arguably
Arriyed e eeserennsnsssennsenes
Apparatchik ()i, Glasnost)
. (157)
(24)
(25 ).
(25)
Assist them in their enquiries

(L Helping the police-++)

B 47 11))
At the end of day (I Space)
Auntie (or Aunty) seeeesese (26 )
Auntie Beed (. Twinset and

Pearls) seseesences (438)
Available sessecaseversesnsanes (27 )
Aversion therapy eeve+eess=es (28 )

Ask a silly question =es«=-2ee
Ask no questions seeereseseee

Asset stripping ssecsscsssenses
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(28)
(29)
seeee (30 )

Awareness R T
AWESOIME c*errtercescsncacrrones

Awkward squad  e+e--e

B

Back room boys (W, Have/Get/
with egg on one’s face)

seeeee (177)

Backstairs seseeeeerceessereenes (30 )

Bad  eeseeececerereevensnnnenns (31 )

Baggage +++sseeseessesnensenes (32 )

Bagman cvsesesseessenseecess (33 )
Balls/Ball up (or ‘balls up’)
/Have (someone) by the
balls  ceeeesseseescesneosnnen
Banana skin (/. On the cam-
ceeeenee (276)
Bang (or ‘dead’)to rights
. ceesens (35)
Barrack-room lawyer (Bar-
= (35
e (36 )
Barrow boy sesessesecsseenne (37 )
veene (38)
Beat the drum for (', Depen-
dency culture) -eseeeeeeses (103)
e (39 )
(39)
ceveeeeens (40 )
Beggar-thy-neighbour (), I'm
“all right,Jack) ereeeeeeeee (195)
Behind someone’s back (i, Put
(something)behind (one)
veeeenes (316)

(33)

paign trail) seceecceneee

rackslawyer) seseeeeeree

Baroque/Baroque «+--e+-e-

-bashing

Beautiful people vecaer s

Bedroom eyes sseessesseeeees

Bed-sit socialist

Benefit of the doubt (I, Helping
the policess) «esesseeeecrecs (180)
Best shot/Cheap shot «s+-+« (40 )
- (42)
e (44)
» (45)
(45 )

Between you and 1
Big brother seseessess
Big mo
Bimbo
Bisexual (JI, Gender bender)

. e (152)
Black economy essteeesecseseee (47 )
Blink (at something) +++=+++=+ (48 )
e (48 )

tacsecessnessrossesen s

‘Blow out of the water (ll, Tax

problem) seccessesrerececnanes (402)
Blue-rinse (blue-rinsed)
Bolshie (or ‘bolshy’) »==+e2+¢ - (49
Bomb e+ ceseeeseesvssrsnssoneces (49
Bomb out(ML EZx) eeeverens (49
Boothoy s+ e seeesseranenesnns (50
Born-again  wsseeeseesesseses (50
Boottle seseerssessesensensennns (51
Bottle out «++etesessraseasssses (52
BOttomi s+t +esvse senvesssecsases ( 52
Bottom line ssesersececccecses (52
Bottom out  +sesessessessesses ( 54
Brain death/Brain dead -+ ( 54
Break a leg cresssssccensnses (55
Brill, etc eesssesesseananeesann (55
Brownie points s=s-eseseeeeses (56
Bugger off (I off) «eeeeeveseee (266)
Burglar-friendly (il User-
friendly)

R I N N Y Y " T v

(447)

Business seseceveecescecncaces (57 )
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Business as usual (I, %)
cercastesistsnicntnrennences (57 )
Buttondown (or buttoned-
AOWn) ++esesversorvesnsrrnane (59
Buttoned up s eeeseeserseanns (59
(But)Who’s counting -+ (59
Buzz ceresreereressescsssseccss (6]
Buzz about /around like a
blue-arsed fly (R, L&)
Buzz off ([F] ) weeveseeeveeens (61
Buzz word ([6] £) reeeeeceeses (61
"Byzantine stsesseessessessenses (62

C

Call time (on) essseseereeeees (63
Cameo role  teeseremssersnees (64
Camp se+eeeessesenmensenmsonins (64
Camp it up seeereveeresseeees (66
Canned laughter -=-esceeeees (66
Can’t cut the mustard <<= (67
Carbuncle ss+sessseseeassonees (68
Cardboard City e=+eseeeseeees ( 68
Carrot-and-stick (). Depende-
ncy culture) «eessseseseees (103)
Case(RT &) = (69 )
Case the (or ‘a’) joint <= (69 )
Cash COW *evrrecrececccracvces (69 )
Cash flow /Cash flow problem
< (70)
Cash in one's chips =ceseeee (71
Cast one’s mind back (i, Put
(something) behind (one)
Yeueesvsecessosrsenessansencseces (316)

N~ N N N

R N N

cessseanes

eesveccsessrecesianar s

R

Coming on stream

Casting couch  ==eeseereceecas (71 )
Celluloid image (I, Image)
veevennen (200)

Centerfold (or ‘centrefold’)

girl sesssestessissrsinsienansee (72 )

Chalk (something) up to ex-
perience s+ eesssssrsrermnane (73 )

Champagne charlie/charley

(73

Change of life()§, Male meno-

(230)

esessssssecessteacestencssene

DAUSE ) +osvevevsssnananesrenns
Charge of the light brigade
Chat-show (Wi Reaches the

parts other--*cannot reach)

B & 7D
Chattering classes (It Inner

City)eeeeessesesermnaesneanesaes (206)
Cheapo,etc  ererssssoseemsess (74 )
Chemistry s sesssessessencenes (75 )

Cheque-book journalism

77 )
Chuppy /Chuppie secvsssneces (77 )
Civil service (i The Esta-
blishment) «««+eees < (411D
Come off it (JL, Move over)
' cereseeness (248)
- (77)
Come out of the closet +-- (78 )
Come unstuck (. Dead in the
WATEr) seesessescsasssorcccses (102)
ooooooooo (79 )
Coming out (&, Gender ben-
ceenee (152)

evs semssecsessacsecarsssrens

ssesesssscscsacssese

Come-on

der) reesesssrecesannnsses
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Command economy es=eseese (79 )
Compassion fatigue +e+---+
Computer dating <«s+<+=+==++= (80 )
Con/con-man/con-artist
esescccovre (82 )
COnSErvative sseeseeeeseasescse ( 83 )
Consciousness/Consciousness
raising/Consciousness ex-
corenne (84)
Consumer society/consumer-
ISI vesvererssrnnnssnrensaenne (84 )
Contemplate one’s (one'’s own)
navel eeesseseeseccnnanneeens (85 )
Contract killing (., Put a con-
tract Out) assess sesseccenron (313)
i......‘ (87)

Conviction politician/Consen-

panding *

Conversation piece «+**

suspolitician ssssseeeereccee (89 )
COOl  +ereseveservvsnarsrnessanee (90 )
Corporate sseeesesesreasesssaes (91 )
Corporate America(}i, - 5>
Corporate boss(fa] L) «==»-- (91 )
Corporate crooks (fd] )
vevrevenes (91 )
Corporate culture (i, Culture)
< (99
Corporate executive (. Corpo-
(91 )

Corporate hospitality (or corp-

FALE) <sevoveeecon sasseoncnnas

orate entertaining [f] f)
eeeee (91
Corporate identity ([d] )
cesieee (91 )

Corporate image([d] £) - (91 )
Corporate ladd\er([ﬁ]l‘,) e (91)
Corporate metabolism([&] E)
. sen seesessrssennas e ( 91 )
Corporate philosophy ([ 1)
ereerrensrsssesn e siessaens (91 )
Corporate wife ([&] ) <oeee (91)
Cost effectiveness (i, Knack-

er’s yard) eeeeessesessserens (216)
Cosy (cozy) /cosy up to

cevereerianenes (93 )
Could I have it in writng?
aescasscenessanveseane (94 )

Count the calories/Calorie

Couch potato

counting  seseeesesseerses (94 )
Count your calories (I, (But)
Who®s counting) e+ (59 )
Count your spoons
(Al ) seeereceeranecciennes (59 )
Counter-cultural ({, Swing-
ing/Swinging sixties)
‘ -+ (396)
Counter culture (W, Culture)
B 1))
Coup de grace (. Put the
BOOt In) ceeveeserrsrsceresses (318)
Cover one’s arse (I F %)
(94)

Crawl (come,creep,etc) back

Cover one’s back =escesseeees

into the woodwork -+---- (95 )
Creative «++eesesesvesansescssnes (95
Creative accounting s=-++== (96 )




" Curtains =+

. 6.

Criminal culture (. Culture)
Crumpet/The thinking man’s
(or woman’s)crumpet
ceenee (97 )
Cry/ Laugh all the way to the
bank vreereceviciceniiiieeee (99 )
Culture eseeseserescansrccceneaces (99)
=« (101D

Curtivate one’s own garden

D R R TR

(¥, Contemplate one’s
(one’s own) navel) s+« +-- (85)
CUt COTNErS ++sssesseaseasanes (101)

Cutting edge ““","“.““". (10])

D

Damp rag (JL Wet/Dry) -+ (457)
Damp squib([E] k) eeeveececees (457)

Dangerous liaisons (. A many-

splendoured thing) -+ 7))
Dead in the water <es:eceeeeee (102)
Dead stuck (I, Stuck) eseee (389)
Decent  svesessseesesseesssenses (103)
Dependency culture eov=---- (103)
Designer sesseesessees veeee (104)
Designer diplomacy (H, De-

signer-++) - (104)
Designer genes([a] £) «---- (104
Designer jeans([f] £) -+ (104)
Designer socialism(fd )

resescnsereassanssessenssnses (104)

Designer stubble([&] k) -+ (104>
Did he jump or was he pushed?
ertancasasennsssessanssnncecas (106)

Diminished responsibility

B I ¢ (1))
Dine out on  seesseserecsosaces (108)
Dinks (or ‘Dincs’ ) ss+++ees=ves (109)
Dirty old man (/i Dirty week-

end) esserseenenseenenanenennes (109)
Dirty tricks department (%,

(22)

(109

Anything goes) s«sweves see
Dirty weekend reesecsreeesene
Dish  seseesenseeceenarmsenencns (109)
Dishy e eeersrsesvesissssinns (110)
Do business with (i, Business)
(57)
cesennneenes (110)
Do one’s own thing (#L Space)

P R PN & 14 )
Do- (someone) /Be done - 11D
Do the other thing (W, Other)

cvesesvesssssescrrasevercsancrsas (285)
Do time (W, Do (somesone)

/Be done) seseereseesenees (111)

B LR L R XY R TR P R Y Y

Do me a favour!

Docudrama s+ seeseessossccscces (111)
Dolly-bird (', Conversation
piece) resevsvensstnnarsnennes (87 )

Done for (. Do (someone)/
Be done) s+« eee eeesessaseseans
Don’t call us, we’ll call you

11n

11
Don’t pllSh it sesvesccccesacscee (113)

Don’t shoot the messenger
ssers e sesves (113)

Don’t some mothers’ ave’em

200 ese sessecstersce e ersses sss Bee

seccesssecsscescees

(')—'.; Some mothers do have
them) seseessesssnsersssisses (374)
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Don’t talk Wet (), Wet/Dry)

ece ¢sevescss ast sensas ses @ss s nan (457)
Doorstep/Doorstepping - Q1D
Downside/Downside risk
Dragon lady «wseeeeessseneeces (115)
Dress down  +sssessesseeveenes (115)
Dressed to kill (4, Killer)

DI ¢ 1 )

Drinkie /drinkies /drinkies do
Drip (Wet/Dry)esesessseeeces (457)
Drop (someone)in it s+s+==+e= (117)

Drug culture (I Culture)

sesesesessesecencone

E

East Ender seseeessessecascccs (117)
Easy sesesecesssscccccecsssessee (118)
- (118)
(202>
119

< (99

Easy listening
Eat-in ([ In) eeeeeseescosenses

Eat (one’s)words cescsssensee

Eat=your heart out! eeee (120D
Economical with the truth
seeenee (121)

Elementary, my dear Watson!
Elitism  +eseeeereereeessenseenes (123)
Elitist (I, EZR) seemeeeveneness (123)
Emotive seesresesseescesennenees (124)
Emotional (., Emotive) -+ (124)
Endangered species (i, Renais-
sance man/woman) <+ (328)

Ennit? seeceressesessesseesenns (125)

“Euro-bashing (}.-bashing)

- (125
+- (126)

Enterprise culture »+sseceees

Entryism

e0esess st ceccrrser sesees (38 )
Executive +recersssccescsescers (126)
Expense account < (127
Expletive deleted + (128)

F

Face doesn’t fit /(One’s)
face doesn’t fit eereerereeee (128)
Fair cop =+ cerreranaseninnes (1290
Fairies at the bottom of the
garden  seevesssensereecieees (130)
Fall flat on (one’s)face (IR,
HOt)  seevesvrssessansannanan

Fall off the back of a lorry

eves sescescrssessesvenacrane

(189

(13D
Family eeesereescomsesnnnnes (131)
Family entertainment (|{, F %)

B C -3 D)
Family man ([& ) «eceeeee- (131
Family show ([&] }2) eeeeeeee (13D
Family silver (Ja] L) «-eveeee (131
Family viewing ([f] L) <o+ (131>
Family values  sssesseeeceeces (132)

~ Famous last words ~ «seeeeee- (133) .
Fancy eweeseesevesessensanenenees (133)
Fancying (W, F2&) «seeeeeees (133)
. Fancy pants essesseessersonses (135)°
Fast buck(BLF &) eeeveerer (135)
Fast lane .. (135)

eesrreneenes (136)
eeveessecees (137)

Fast track seceeveee
Fax (4 Filofax)



