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I . Reading Comprehension and Translation
Unit 1
Part A Reading Comprehension

Directions: There are four passages in this part. Each passage is followed by
some questions or unfinished statements. For cach of them there
arc four choices marked A) , B) , C) and D) . You should decide
on the best choice and mark the corresponding letter on the Answer

Sheet with a single line through the centre.

“Unless { got a raise, I'll have a talk with the boss, Henry Manley.”
George Strong said to himself. George liked his job and he liked the town ke
lived in, but his wife kept telling him that his pay was not cnough to meet the
nceds of the family. That was why he was thinking of takipg a job in Birm-,
ingham, a ncarby city about 50 miles away. He had been offered a job in‘a
factory there, and the pay was far higher. .

George lived in Wyeford, a medium-sized town. He realiy liked the place
and didn’t li.kc the idea of moving;;;c‘where else, but if he took the job in
Birmingham, hc would have to move his family there.

Henry Manley was the manager of a small company qxangfgg_uring clec-
tric moters. The company was in deep trouble because, amo;_g othér rcasons,
the Japanese were selling such things at very .]_2}\.7 prices. As a result, Manley
had to cut his own priccS and profits as well, otherwisc he would not gct any
orders at all. Even then, orders were still not coming in fast enough, so that

there was no money for raises for his workers. Somchow, he had to struggle
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along and keep his best workers as well. He sighed. Just then the phone rang.

His secretary told him that George Strong wanted 1o sce him as soon as
possible. Manley sighed again. He could guess what it was about. Strong was
a very young engineer. The company had no fumrc- unless 1t could attract and

keep men like him. Manley rubbed his forchead s his problems scemed endless.

L. George was thinking of going to Birrﬁingham because
A) it was a better place
B) his family was alrcady there
- C)‘hc could get more moncy
D) Manlcy would not give him a raisc
2. 1t was truc that
A) George's wife didn’t like the town they lived in
/B) George's wife wanted him to ask {or a raise
C) George had been looking for a new job for a long 1ime
D) the trouble was that George Strong’s family was too large
3. Manley's problem was
&A) he had no orders
B) his prices were too high
C) his best man was lcaving him
& D) he had to scll at very low prices
4. When Manley's sceretary told him t'hat George Strong wanted to sce him,
Manley
A)knew that Strong was going to make suggestions on how to increase the-
output of the factory
B)didn't know the purposc of his visit
«C) knew definitely that Strong was going to ask for a raisce
D) thought that the purposc of Strong’s visit was probably to ask for a new
job ‘
5. Which of following statements is NOT TRUE?
«A) George Strong {carcd to lose his job if he asked for a raisc.

2



B) George Strong was the sort of man the future of the company counted
on.

C)If George Strong could get a raise, he would not want to move to any-
where clse.

D) Manley rubbed his forehead becausc his company was in deep trouble.

“It hurts me more than you”and “This is for your own good” these are the
statements my mother used to make years ago when I had to leam Latin,
clean my room, stay homc and do homework.

That was before we chtered the permissive( B B BY) peried in education
in which we decided it was all right not to push our children to achieve their
best in school. The schools and the cducators made it casy on us. They
thought that it was all right to be parents who take a let-alone p_thy We
stopped making our children do homework. We gave them caleulators, turned
on the television, left the teaching to the teacher and went on vacation:

Now tcachers, faced with children who have been developing at their own
pace for the past 15 ycars, arc realizing we've made a terrible mistake. One
such teacher is Sharon Klompus who says of her students —— “so passive” -
and wonders what happened. Nothing was demanded of them, she belicves.
“Television,” says Klompus, “contributes to children’s passivity.” “We'rc
talking about a generation l{_ids who've never been hurt or hungry. They have
learned somebody will always do it for them. Instead of saying ‘go look it
up’, you tell them the answer. It takes greater encrgy to say no to a kid. "

Yes, it docs. It takes encrgy and it takes work. It's time for parents to
end their vacation and come back to work. It's time to take the car away, to
turn the TV off, to tcll them it hurts you more than them but it’s for their

own good. It's time to start tclling them no again.

6. Children are becoming more inactive in study because



* A) they watch TV too often
B) they have donc too much homework
C) they have to fulfill too many dutics
D) teachers are too strict with them
7. To such children as described in the passagc
A) it is casicr to say no than to say yes
B) ncither is casy — to say no or to say ycs
*C) it is casicr to say yes than to say no
D) ncither is difficult — to say yes or to say no

8. We learn from the passage that the author’s mother used to lay emphasis on

A) lcaring latin
B) natural development
* C) discipline
D) eduation at school
9. By “permissive period in education” the author means a time
# A) when children are allowed to do what they wish to
B) when cverything can be taught at school
C) when every child can be cducated
D) when children are permitted to reccive cducation
10. The main idca of the passagce is that
A) parents should lcave their children alone
B) k{ds should have morc activities at school
" C) it’s time to be more strict with our kids

D) parents should always sct a good example to their kids

(73}

Every day now, when the tide was out, | went on board the ship. Grad-
ually I brought away all the ﬂl} and the rigging(M4 ). I cven brought some
tron cables, but these proved to be too heavy for my raft(AR %) . On the way
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back to the shore, it turned over and the cables fell into the sca. However,
when the tide was out | was able to recover the cables one by one. On one of
my trips I was very pleased 1o discover some more food, including sugar, flour
and bread.

Very soon | had been on the island for a Jortnight and had made cleven
trips to the ship. On my last trip of all I noticed a cupboard which I had previ-
ously overlooked. In it were three razors, a large pair of scissors and a dozen
good knives and forks. There was also some European money, worth about
thirty-six pounds in all.

By now I had taken cverything from the ship which was of value to me,
and I began 1o consider where I should live on the island. My tent was on
rather low ground ncar to the sea and 1 did not think that it would be healthy
to live there for very long. There were four points that 1 had to bear in mind

in choosing the site of my home. First of all, I nceded to find a place which

would be healthy and near some fresh water. Seccondly, there ought to be pro-

tection from the heat of the sun. Thirdly, I had to be safc from attacks by

wild animals. Last of all, I nceded T Have a view of the sca so that, if any
e

ship should chance to come ncar to the island, | would not miss it.

11. How come the sailor dame to stay on an island?
A) His ship wrecked on the s&a P
) He came to find something he wanted.
. C) The tide was out and he could not leave.
D) He had been sent to work on the island.
12. He had been on the island for
A) a couple of months
B) a few days
C) two wecks/
D) a week
13. What had he been doing cvery day since he came?

A) Choosing a site for his home.



- B) Collecting everything he nceded from the wrecked ship.
C) Considering what he should do next.
D) Watching the sca so that he would not miss a ship coming near to the
island.
14. What was not onc of his considerations in choosing the l‘l} of his home?
A) Close 1o fresh water.

B) Beyond the reach of wild animals.

x5,
C) On low ground ncar scaside.
§ N
D) Surrounded by trees.
15. Why did he want to have a view of the sca? a

A)/So that he could sce any ship that happencd to come near.
B) So that he could avoid any ship that happened to come near.
C) So that he could sce the ship which was coming 1o his rescuc.

D) So that he could enjoy watching the tide in and out.

What do we think with? Only the brain? Hardly. The brain is like a tele-

phone exchange. It is the switchboard, but not the whole system. Its function

o

is to receive incoming signals, make proper connections, and send the mes-
sages through to their destination. For cfficient service, the body must func-
tion as a whole.

But where is the “mind”? Is it in the brain? OQr perhaps in the nervous
system? After all, can we say that the mind is in any particular place? It is not
a thing, like a leg, or cven the brain. 1t is a function, an activity. Aristotle,
twenty-three hundred years ago, observed that the mind was to the body what
cutting was to the ax. When the ax is not in use, there is no cutting. So with
the mind. “Mind,” said Charles H. Woolbert, “is what the-body is doing.”

If this activity is necessary for thinking, it is also nccessary f'or carrying
thought from onc person to another. Obscrve how people go about the business
of ordinary conversation. If you have never done this painstakingly, you have
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a surprise in store, for good conversationalists arc almost constantly in motion.
Their heads are continually nodding and shaking sometimes so vigorously that
you wonder .how their necks can stand the strain.

Even the legs and feet are active. As for the hands and arms, they are
seldom still for more than a few seconds at a time.

These people, remember, are not making speeches. They are merely
common folk trying to make others understand what they have in mind. They
are not conscious of movement. Their speech is not studied. They arc just hu-
man creatures in a human environment, trying to adapt themsclves to a social
situation. Yet they converse, not only with oral language, but with visibie ac-
tions that involve practically every muscle in the body.

In short, because people really think all over, a speaker must talk all over

if he succeeds in making people think.

16. Which of the following is the best title for the passage?
A) Bodily Communication
B) Bodily Actions
C) Spoken Language
1)) Conversations
17.Which of the following statements would the author agree with?
A) Thinking is a social phenomenon.
B) Thinl(ing is solely a brain function.
C) Thinking is a function of the nervous system.
D) Thinking is the sum total of bodily activity.

18.In communication, it is essential not only to employ speech, but also

A) to speak dircetly to the other person

B) to cmploy a varicty of bodily movements

C) 1o be certain that the other person is listening

D) to pay great atiention to the other person’s behaviour

19. It can be inferred from the passage that the basic function of bodily activity

7



in speech is to

A) make the listener feel cmotional

B) make the speaker understood

C) amplify or intensify the speaker's spoken words

D) convey the speaker's implied meaning to the listener
20. Which of the following is TRUE?

A) The brain is compared to a telephone exchange.

B) The mind is an activity of the nervous system.

C) Somc people remain still while talking to others.

D) Many people move their bodies on purpoese while talking.
Part B Translation from English into Chinese

Directions: In this part, there are five items which you should translate into
Chinesc, cach item consisting of onc or two sentences. These sen-
tences are all taken from the Reading Passages you have just read in
the Sceond Part of the Test Paper. )

You arc allowed 15 minutes to do the translation. You can refer
back to the passages so as to identify their meanings in the con-

text.

1. (Passage 1, Para. 3, Lincs 2~3)
The company was in deep trouble because, among other reasons, the

Japancse were selling such things at very low prices.

2. (Passage 2, Para. 2, Lincs 1~3)
That was before we entered the permissive( B 189 ) period in education
in which we decided it was all right not to push our children to achicve their

best in school.
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3. (Passagc 2, Para. 3, Lines 1~2)
- Now teachers, faced with children who have been developing at their own

pace for the past 15 years, arc realizing we've madc a terrible mistake.

4. (Passage 3, Para. 3, Last sentence)
Last of all, I needed to have a view of the sca so that, if any ship should

chance to come near to the island, 1 would not miss it.

5. (Passage 4, Para. 5, Lines 5~6)
Yet they converse, not only with oral language, but with visible actions

that involve practically every muscle in the body.

Part C Short Answer Questions

Directions; In this part there is a short passage with five questions or incom-
plete statements. Read the passage carcfully. Then answer the

questions or complete the statements in the fewest possible words.

Though it now scems merely an cpisode in the last year of World War 1,
the influénza( &) pandemic(f£%25%) of the autumn of 1918 was onc of the
three greatest outbreaks of disease in history. Only the Plague( B ) of Jus-

9
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tinian and the Black Death compare with ir. A quarter of the world’ s popula-
tion was affected; all in all, it killed 22 million people, - almost twice as many
as were killed in the war itsclf. In India, morc people dicd {rom influcnza in a
few months than had dicd from cholera(ZE#L) in twenty years. In the United
States, half a million people died.

Through centurices, the course of epidemics( 475 ) has run from cast to
west. The 1918 influenza cpidemic followed this pattern, reaching America
last. Traditionally, Asia has been the Matrix of discase, almost as though
there existed, in the vastness of Mongoﬁa. a permanent focus of infection
which would crupt periodically into the rest of the world. Some doctors main-
tained that the influenza was introduced by Chinese labor battalions that landed
on‘the coast of France. Some attributed it to Russian soldicrs arriving from
Vladivostock. Others thought it might have developed in Spain from an carlicr
bronchitis 'which was so prevalent during the spring that the name " Spanish”
was given to the autumn influenza. There was cven one renuous theory that
the discase sprang into being in an isolated Georgia training camp during the
winter of 1917 and migrated westward uatil it had circumnavigated the carth.

Influenza is still a mysterious discase. No one yet knows whether it is one
virus or several, why it occurs in cycles, or how and where it lies dormant (7%
fK) between cpidemics. -There arc theories of weather, theorics of t.hc wearing
off group immunity, and cven a theory of determination by cconomic circum-
stances. The most generally held ¢rrent oxplanation is, however, that a pan-
demic like that of 1918 arises when « new and explosive strain of virus devel-

ops through a spontancous process of mutati: -( TR ) or rencwal.

1. What is the passage mainly about?

2. What were the other two greatest outbreaks of discasc in history besides the

influenza pandemic?

3. people died from the discase of {9187
10




