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1 A Great Composer’ N

f%

Ludwig van Beethoven® was one of the greatest composers
who ever lived. He taught people that they could be freer when they
wrote music. Before his time, music was composed fora special
purpose. Often it was church music. Or, music was written to. enter-
1ain’ at parties and dances. Beethoven did not think that music
needed to have a practical use. He thought people should listen to
music just for itself. '

Beethoven was born in Germany in 1770. He was a very musi-
cal child. The boy learned to play the violin and the piano. But he
was not happy at home. His mother died when he was in his teens.
After that, his father was often drunk and bad—tempered.
Beethoven became a tutor* in a rich family. He was glad to get a
job. His student’s mother was very kind to the young teacher. She
helped him meet many famous musicians. One of these was
Mozart®. Mozart heard the boy play the piano. He said, “That boy
will give the world something worth listening to.”

In a few years, Beethoven was ready to leave his teaching job.
He went to the city of Vienna®. There he wrote a lot of music. Some
people who heard his music did not like it. They thought it was too
loud and forceful’. But soon most people came to admire his work.

When Beethoven was in his twenties, he began to_go geaf The
deafness changed his behavior®, He became( withdrawn’, and
moody'®. His friends found him hard to be around. But he kept
composing even when ke lost all his hearing. The music he heard
was in his head. ‘

Beethoven died when he was 57 years old. Most of his friends

— 1 —
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and family had deserted'' him. This had caused Beethoven a great
deal of grief. But at least he had had his music. He had composed
over a hundred pieces. His music spanned” two stages of music
history. His early music was more formal®. It followed certain steps
and patterns. But his later music changed. That style is now called
romantic'® music. This type of music is written to stir the listener’s’
feelings. Sometimes a piece tells a story. Beethqver‘fvlearned to use
music, not words, for the story. This romantic style changed the
way people thought about music. Many later composers gained new
‘ ideas from Beethoven’s musical discoveries. ‘ )

1. Beethoven was born in
a. France.
b. America. -
¢. England.
\d. Germany.

2. The boy gotajobusa
a. violinist. -
b. singer. ,
\ €. tutor.
'd. pianist.

3. When Beethoven was in his
twenties, he began to zo
_ 3. deaf. -
b. blind.

C. crazy.
d. wrong.

4. During his life, Beethoven

composed
J— 2 —

a. only a few pieces.

b. five hundred pieces.
.C. over a hundred pieces.

d. two hundred picces.

5. Beethoven’s later. style is
now called '
a. baroque music.

\13. romantic music.
¢. country music.
»d. classical music.

6. The young Beethoven
- a. was very happy.
\1_1/ did not get along with his
mother.
¢. played the trumpet.
\5" was very talented.

7. Beethoven’s father
a. begged him not to leave

\




home.

b. died when Beethoven
was in his teens.

¢. -was not kind to his son.

d. took good care of his
son.

oo

. Mozart apparently thought

that Beethoven

a. had a bad temper.

b. should stop playing the
piano.

¢. would become famous.

d. would certainly go deaf.

9. Becthoven’s deafness made

Words and Expressions

Pt

. composer - a. VEHIX
. Ludwig van Beethoven I

£ 75 (1770-1827), % [k

& .

entertain  vi. -3k f%; {it

ABRKR

tutor n. EEH

. Mozart EALF(1756—
1791), HRpFIEMK

. Vienna #hsy, BHFY

¥ | :
a. WA

o

w

“

o

~

forceful
o“{ { \ 1 x 4 x)‘ ;‘\

him . .

a. stop writing music.

b. difficult to socialize with.
c. talk very loudly.

d. famous.
\

" 10. Beethoven’s music

a. changed the way later
composers thought.

b. is unimportant in today’s
music world.

c. ended the romantic era of

- music.

d. exerted no influence on

later composers.

8. behavior .’ 174, #ik

9, withdrawn a. ¥ O
- §:c3¢0]

10. moody a 5 &#y; &

11. desert i E

12. span  vt. E&6#g

13. formal 4. FERM; IE
iy

14. romantic a. R®F X
Hy; BIRE
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2 Picture This
| jiesvve

Many events in our lives give us special memories. A camera -
helps to preserve' those moments. Looking through photographs is
a way to keep those times alive. To capture’ just the right loolg it
helps to know how to use a camera. ¢ e

First you need the right kind of film® for your camera type.
Then you need to load* the film. This should be done aWay from
bright lights. Be careful not to open the camera until the film is fin-
ished and rewound”. If this happens you risk exposure® and loss of
pictures. :

You want to make sure the subject of your picture is centered '
This is done by placing the subject in the center of your viewfinder’.
You may want to take a picture of more than one person. In that
case, focus on® the center of the group.

Light is a big factor in effective photos. When you are outS1de
it is best to keep the sun behind you. Pictures taken ms1&e usually
need a flash’for good lighting. However, to get a muted'? look,:
you may wish to forget the flash. It is fun to expenmenL thh light
for new effects.

- Some cameras come with a self—timer' . ThlS 18 espe*crally help
ful if you want to include yourself in the plcture At family gather-
ings it is nice to be part of the group shot Center the .photo with
your position in mind. Press the timer. ‘button and get into place
About fifteen seconds will go by. The flash will go off.

Care of your camera is very important. You should avoid get-
ting 1t wet Never let your camera sit in a hot place Ifo not take it
apart'? yourself.

— 4=



Each person has his or her own style of taking pictures. Some
like taking pictures of people. Others look for an outdoor scene as
their subject. Some photographers like shots to be posed'®. Others
enjoy taking candids'®: This is when people do not know their pic-
ture is being taken.

Now you are ready to take your picture. Hold the camera
steady, focus, and click! When the film is developed, you can see
your results. Don’t be upset if your first pictures are not as good as
you had hoped. Good photography takes practice. Taking pictures
1s a full-time job for some people. You might think of working for .
a newspaper or magazine. Or you could just use your skill for your
own reward.

1. When you load film into 3. When you take out-
your camera, ' side, the sun should—~_~

a. sthe room should not be a. shine in-your face.
well-lit. ' Y be very bright.
b. count how many pictures c. feel very hot. ~
you have. . X %./be behind you.
c. make sure the window is \/0
open. - 4. You should not let a camera
d. there should be bright a. be returned to the store.
lights. _ b. get used by someone else.
et hot or wet.
2. If you open the camera be- -~ d be%afgﬁ apart by a pho—
fore the film is finished, tographer.
a. take it out and have it ‘
developed. . 5. Candids are pictures
\b/you will lose pictures \a/which are not posed.
from exposure. . b. that come out fuzzy.
c. reload the film again. c. that are taken on

d. you will save your film.



vacation.'
d. which are muted.

6. A self—timer makes it possi-

ble

a{ for you to be in the pic—
ture. .

b. to take more than one
picture at a time.

c. to take pictures
‘underwater.

d. to center the subject of
your picture.

7. Cameras help us to remem-
ber
a. to center people in a pic—
ture. - ‘
b. to capture the right look.
c. torewind the film. |

d./special events.

8. Light can be experimented
" with
to create a different ¢
effect.

- b. to block out your
subject. '
c. when you are all out of
film.
d. to develop your film.

9. Before using your camera, it
is important to
have the right kind of .
film. :
have your photo albu?n\
ready. e
c. tell people you are taking
pictures.
d. have the people posed.

10. A newspaper or magazine

can -

a. help you answer ques—
tions about your camera.

b. supply you with plenty of
film.

¢/ offer a good job for a
photographer.

d. let you take candids.

Words and Expressions

1. preserve - vt. R4 Y
2. capture vt. HHEK; HEW
3 film n BMER BE
4. load vt ¥

— —

5. rewind * vt. %

6. exposure n. WX
7. viewfinder n. BURER
8. focuson -+ BT



9. flash »n [NX

JO muted o GAXMH
11. self-timer ». HE3R]
12. take - apart &---{FHF
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