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The Farmer and the Snake

It was a cold winter evening. An old man had done his
work and was going home from the fields. On his way he saw
something on the ground. He looked at it and found it was a
snake(#). It was not dead, but it couldn’t move because it
was so cold.

“Poor thing,” the man said, “I must try to save your
life. ” He picked it up and looked {or a warm place to put it in.
But how could he find one in such cold weather? So he decided
to put the snake inside his clothes, right next to his heart.

A few minutes later, the snake came back to life and
began to move. When it had become strong enough, it gave
the man a deadly bite(%). He killed it and went on. When he

got back, he was very ill and had to lie down. He knew he was

dying.

1. What was the weather like?
A. 1t was hot. B. It was cool.
C. It was cold. D. It was rainy.

2. The old man was

A.on his way home B. on his way to the fields
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C. working in the fields  D.taking a walk after supper
. Why couldn’t the snake move?
A. Because it was dead. B. Because it was not dead.
C. Because it was cold. D. Because it was too lazy.
. The old man put the snake inside his clothes
A.because it was his snake
B. because it was a good snake
C. 10 save its life by keeping it warm
D. because he was a foolish man
. The story tells us
A. to do good deeds
B. to be a good student
C. not to go out

D. not to take pity on our enemy
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Plant a Tree and Teach a Child

A young father was visiting an old neighbor. They were
standing in the old man’s garden, and talking about children.
The young man said, “How strict should parents be with their
children?”

The old man pointed (# [/] ) to a thin rope between a big
strong tree and a thin young one.

“Please untie(f#F) that rope,” he said. The young man
untied it, and the young tree bent(Z il ) over to one side.

“Now tie it again, please,” said the old man. “But first
pull the rope tight () so that the young tree is straight
again.”

The young man did so. Then the old man said, “Well, it
is the same with children. You must be strict with them, but
sometimes you must untie the rope to see how they are getting
on. If they are not yet able to stand alone, you must tie the
rope tight again. But when you find that they are ready to
stand, you can take the rope away. ”

1. The story is about how

A. to take care of your trees
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B. the young father should get on with his old neighbor

C. strict parents should be with their children

D. strict should parents be with their trees

. The young man untied the rope

A. only to find that one tree bent over to one side

B. so that both of the trees would grow straight

C.in order to throw it away

D. to find that the big tree bent over to one side

. When could the rope be taken away?

A. When the old man left.

B. When the young man untied it next time.

C. When the young man left.

D. When the young tree grew strong enough.

. At last the old man told the young man that he

A. should always be strict with his children

B. should be strict with his children if they could not stand
. alone. ‘

C. shouldn’t be always strict with his children

D. should be strict with his children if they could stand

alone

. We learn that the big strong tree and the thin young one are

like .

A. the young father and the old neighbor

B. parents and their children

C. the old neighbor and the children of the young father

D. father and son
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Turn the Earth Over for the Treasure

Long, long ago, there lived a farmer who had three sons.
They were all lazy boys. One day the farmer felt that he was
going to die. So, he called his sons together and told them
that there was a treasure (I ) hidden (#) in the fields.
“Turn the earth over for it,” he said. “And you will be sure to
find it. ”

As soon as the farmer died, the lazy boys began to turn
the earth in the fields. They dug and dug, but they could not
find any treasure.

Then they used a plough‘(ﬁ-‘_). They ploughed as deep
(&) as they could, but they did not find the treasure. It was
time for sowing (3& ). “Let’s sow rice in these fields,” one of
the boys said, “since the earth is already turned.”

“That’s fine,” the others said, and they began to sow.

When autumn came, they were surprised to see the rich
golden (£ # 8. f)) rice in the fields. Their harvest was better
than the harvest in any of their neighbors’ fields.

Then the boys understood what their father said. The

fields give treasure to those who work hard.



