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Explanatory Notes

1. “Comprehensive Statistical Data and Materials on 50 Years of New China” is
a good-sized and informative book of statistics with Chinese-English contrast,
reflecting in an all-round and systematic way the economic and social development
since the founding of the People’s Republic of China. It collects the annual data of
major indicators of the country and all provinces except Hong Kong Special
Administrative Region, Taiwan province and Macao.

2. The book has about 300 indicators, and data are presented in 16 sections,
these sections are: Population and Employment, National Account, Investment in
Fixed Assets, Public Finance, Price Index, Agriculture, Industry, Construction,
Transportation, Postal and Tele-Communication, Domestic Market, Foreign Trade,
Tour, Banking, Education, Culture and People’s Livelihood.

3. To make things convenient for readers, the coverage of all the indicators is
standardized ; therefore data are more comparable in terms of time series or cross-
section.

4. International standardized measurements are adopted in this book.

5. The discrepancies of sum and percentage data, which are caused by decimal
rounding, are not adjusted.

6. The session B of the book is compiled from China Statistical Yearbook, and
data are adjusted, therefore it might not be consistent with the data in session C.

7. The explanatory of some symbols used in the book:

1. “...” Data is less than the minimum measurement of the book.
2. “ ” Not available.
3. “#” Major items

8. In 1998, the number of industrial enterprises is less than that in the previous
years, it is because since 1998, it refers to all state-owned enterprise and non-state-
owned enterprises with an annual sales income of over 5 million yuan.

9. Absolute figures of GDP by region are calculated at current prices while
indices are calculated at comparable prices.

In the course of compilation of this book, the leaders and fellows of local

statistical bureaus gave strong backing, we appreciate.
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PREFACE

With the approaching of the new century, People’s Republic of China is celebrating her
glorious 50th anniversary.

Since the founding of new China, people of all nationalities in China, under the correct
guidance of Marxism-Leninism, Mao Zedong thought and Deng Xiaoping theory and under the
firm leadership of the Communist Party of China unite as one and has explored a socialist road
with Chinese characteristics. Great achievements are made in economic construction and reform
and opening-up. The 50 years of New China are the years to have earth-shaking changesj are the
years to conquer various difficulties and make continuing progress; and are years for Chinese
nation to feel proud and elated, to be independent and to play more important role in international
affairs.

~—— Unprecedented development of productivity enhanced comprehensive national strength
and improved living standards of people. Since the foundation of the new China, Chinese people,
under the leadership of the Party and the government, carried out large-scale economic
construction in a planned way, and healed war wounds. In the 50 years, the investment in fixed
assets totaled 17800. 9 billion yuan, 62 million large and medium-sized key projects have been
built up, self-existent and fairly integrated system of national economy with harmonious
development of its inner components has been set up. Economic gross strongly enlarged, and the
supply of physical products are increasingly ample, the gross domestic product reached 7939. 6
billion yuan in 1998 whereas it was 67.9 billion yuan in 1952, deducting the price factor, it
increased by 29 times, or annually rose by 7. 7% on the average, which was fairly higher than the
level of 3% of the world on the average in the same period. Gross domestic product has marked
7th in the world, even topped in outputs of some major industrial and agricultural products, the
supply capability of various goods was increased by a big margin, the situation of shartage in
goods has gone for ever, the buyer’s market has initially been formed. Overwhelmingly majority
people got rid of porverty, their income grew fast, and consumption structure continuously
optimised, life quality obviously promoted, the living environment was gradually improved,
educated level and cultural quality were pervasively improved, the historical leap of the living
standard of people from simply having enough food and clothing to leading a relatively

comfortable life has been basically achieved.

Decisive progress in reform and opening to the outside world , more important role in the
international affairs. In the beginning of the founding of the People’s Republic of China, we
conducted socialist alteration in all aspects, established and consolidated the socialist political and
economic system with the characteristics of leading by the working class, basing on worker-
peasant alliance, and people’s democratic dictatorship. After the 3rd Plenary Session of 11th

Party Congress, we conformed to the tendency and needs of the times, carried out drastic and
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fundamental reform to rigid and over-dated economic system. Guided by the principle of “Three
Favorables ”, and closely centering on “ Two Fundamental Changes”, economic reform
unceasingly deepened, profound progress has been achieved. the fundamental function of market
in resource allocation has been enhanced, the instruments and module of macro-economic
regulation and control are maturing, the system and mechanism of socialist market economy has
been basically framed, the scope and ability of complying to international rules in economic
activities were obviously increased. In the meanwhile, facing the globalization of economy and
science and technology, we advanced forward actively through a series of pioneering
undertakings, such as the establishment of special economic zone, and formed the patterns of
multi-direction, multi-levels and wide scope in the opening to the outside world, external
economy grew rapidly. In 1998, the total import and export were 323.9 billion US dollars,
registered 11th in the world as to the scale of foreign trade; actually utilized {oreign capital was
58. 6 billion US dollars; RMB is convertible under the current account. Effective utilization of
foreign resources and market stimulated the healthy growth of national economy.

In the fifty years of new China, facing the more relaxed international situation, we made a
correct assessment of the situation, adhered to the Five Principles of mutual respect,
nonaggression, noninterference in each other’s internal affairs, complete equality and mutual
benefit, peaceful coexistence, maneuvered on the stage of world affairs, consolidated and
developed the solidarity and cooperation with the Third World countries, improved and developed
the relationships with big powers and developed countries, took an active part in multilateral
diplomatic activities, gained the extensive understanding and respects of the world, China’s
international standing rose increasingly. All those provided a fairly good condition for the
economic construction and social development. Successfully resuming the exercise of sovereignty
over Hong Kong, Macao’s return to the embrace of motherland in 1999 has wiped out the one-
century humiliation of Chinese nation.

—— Various social undertakings advanced rapidly, gratifying achievements were scored in
education, science and technology. In the fifty years, more than 13 million undergraduates or
professional students, and postgraduates graduated from regular institutions of higher learning,
more than 18 million students were educated in specialized secondary school. a number of
professionals worked in the different fields. Nine-year compulsory education were promulgated,
the cultural quality of all nationalities were highly improved. In the fifty years. depending on
strong patriotism and preserving factualism, while developing basic research, a vast of scientific
and technological workers traced the scientific and technological foreland of the world, suffered
the roughness and exerted themselves to the utmost, we are approaching or has reached the
highest level of the world in high technological field, such as atomic energy. high-energy
physics, spaceflight technology, information technology, biologic technology. new material
technology, key scientific and technologic achievements were scored endless, science and
technology has effectively played a role of primary productive force, in the course of boosting
national economy and social development, and national deféense strength.

~—— National defense building made big progress, the ability of safeguarding motherland



enhanced. In the fifty years, guided by Mao Zedong’s thinking on military affairs and Deng
Xiaoping’s concept of army building in the new period, directly instructed by the core leadership
of the party, glorious progresses were made in national defense and army building. new
progresses were seen in modernizing national defense, army building of revolutionariness,
modernization and standardization advanced forward, the army’s political quality and modern
combat effectiveness were distinctly improved. Grave achievements were scored in scientific
research of national defense. The level of modernization of weapon equipment was highly
promoted, and the abilities of logistic support under morden conditions were increasingly built
up. The people’s army made major contributions to defending the national security, safeguarding
the unification of motherland, taking part in national economic development, cultural and ethical
progress, and becoming the strongest guarantee of socialist undertakings. and trusted by the
Party, nation, and the masses.

Historical practice has incontrovertibly proved that Chinese Communist Party is great,
glorious and correct, socialist system is provided with much more superiority and vitality,
Chinese people have mighty cohesion force and creativity. The zigzag course and huge
achievements of New China in the fifty years draw up that: four basic principals are the guarantee
of our undertakings, reform and opening up are the roads of the modernization drive, as long as
adhering to the basic line of the Party, China will have bright future. With the celebration of 50"
anniversary of New China, looking back and into the future, basing on ourselves and having the
whole world in view, we are confident with the socialist undertakings and communist future.

At the turn of new century, we are faced with grim challenges and excellent opportunities.
In terms of international situation, the Cold War was preliminarily over, world forces are
experiencing a new split and realignment, and the pattern of the world is moving in the direction
of multi-polarization, it provides room for us to conduct an independent foreign policy of peace.
However, the Cold War mentality still exists, and hegemonism and power politics continue to be
the main source of threat to world peace and stability. Unceasing economic globalization has
provided much more chances for us to widen economic and technological cooperation with foreign
partners, to make full use of international markets and resources, to learn advanced technology
and management systems from abroad. It also makes us bear furious international
competitiveness and risk of the economic security of the country. In terms of domestic conditions,
after the 50-year construction and development, especially reform and opening to the outside
world over the past 20 years, considerable overall national strength and physical and
technological bases have been built, experience and knowledge in macroeconomic control are
accumulated, and a series of right guide line and polices are framed; the Central Party Committee
with the core leadership of secretary-general Jiang Zemin are fully capable to handle relaxed
situation, solve tough problems, society and polity are stable, the broad masses of people look
forward to enjoying peaceful, comfortable and affluent livings. However, reform of economic
system has stepped into a decisive phase, it is still hard to completely implement the “Two
Fundamental Changes”, much more difficulties must be overcome to keep national economy

growing persistently , rapidly and healthily.



If only closely rallying around the Party’s Central Committee with the core leadership of
secretary-general Jiang Zemin, holding high the great banner of Deng Xiaoping Theory, adhering
to the basic line of the Party, seeking unity of thinking, working with one heart and one mind,
struggling hard, seizing opportunities, advancing in the face of difficulties, we can by all means
carry forward in an all-round way the great cause of building socialism with Chinese
characteristics, successfully realize the brilliant objectives which were raised at the 15th National

Congress of the Communist Party, achieve the great rejuvenation of Chinese nationality|

Editor
1999, August
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