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Unit 1  The British Isles and Great Britain

To the west and off the European continent, there are
several thousands of islands on the Continental shelf. They are
generally called the British Isles, of which the largest one is
called Great Britain. For the convenience’s sake', it is often
shortened to Britain, but officially it is still called Great Britain.
It runs nearly 1,000 kilometers from south to north and extends,
at the widest part, about 500 kilometers from west to east. Its
area is about 23,000 kilometers while the total area of the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland is only a little
more than 24,000 square kilometers with a population of some 56
million.

The island of Great Britain itself is divided into three parts.
England in the south, Scotland in the north, and Wales in the
southwest. England is the largest and most developed of all the
three. Scotland is the second largest, and Wales is the smallest
of the three both in area and population.

The name Great Britain was not applied to this large island
until the 17th century. Its southern part adopted’ the name
England in the 5th century when groups of invaders® from
Northern Europe, traditionally called the Angles, Saxons, and
Jutes, were taking possession of* this area. Their language, the
English language, spread far and wide and later became the
official language of the nation. The “Engl-” part of the word
comes from the word Angles while the “-ish” part means

i

“belonging to”. The word English means *“the language that
belongs to the Angels”.

Britain deoes not share land border with any other countries
except the Republic of Ireland. To the north of the islands the

seaway is open between the coasts of Ireland and Norway to the
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Arctic Qcean. Britain faces Holland, Germany, Denmark, and
Norway across the North Sea. To the southwest across the
English Channel is France, at the narrowest part the channel
being only 33 kilometers in width. To the south across the
Atlantic Ocean and the Bay of Biscay are Spain and Portugal,
and America and Canada lie on the western side of the Atlantic
Ocean.

The coastal line of the Great Britain runs about ten
thousand kilometers, making it one of the countries with the
longest coastline. In Britain no place is over one hundred and
twenty kilometers from the sea.

Leaving Ireland on one side, the island of Britain can be
divided into two parts: a Highland Zone in the north and west,
and a l.owland Zone in the south and east. The dividing line runs
approximately from the mouth of the River Exe in the southwest
to near the mouth of the River Tees in the northeast.

The geographic feature of Britain determines its oceanic type
of climate. But some British people claim that they have no
climate but weather in England. Their argument is based on the
variability® of their weather and the small differences between the
seasons. In spite of all this there are still seasons in Britain.

Broadly speaking, the English summer consists of June,
July and August. In summer the days are long. But the
temperature in summer is not so high as you might imagine, only
about 20 C for most time, scarcely over 32 C. Winter includes
December, January and February, January being the coldest
month. Even in this coldest month, however, the average
temperature is seldom below 3'C, while the freezing point is
seldom reached. So the English people used to put the water
pipes on the outside of their buildings. This could save money
and space without risking the pipes exploding®. Autumn is the

season of maturity and harvest. Spring is the season of
3



reawakening.

Another feature of the British weather is abundant rainfall,
an evidence of its being oceanic type. The rainfall is distributed
almost evenly through the twelve months of the year. Strictly
speaking, there is neither wet season nor dry season, though
autumn is the rainiest time with its rainfall amounting to 28% of
the year’s total.

It is common for people abroad to visualize’ the city of
London shrouded® in dense fog. The cars and people are said to
inch forward on the street as if they were blind. It is true that
Britain has a reputation for fog, but the fact is not as the
foreigners imagine. In the large industrial city, such as London,
the old fog, or the smog, as it is called today, was connected
with the excessive® use of imperfectly combusted' coal and the
humidity!* of the atmosphere. Now coal is no longer used for
cooking or heating in London, and the heat from the houses
tends to disperse' the fog near the ground level. There are also
strict regulations regarding pollution. As a result, now the

visibility" is not as bad as it was before.

Notes: :

1. for the convenience’s sake J77{&@ 7. visualize {%
W 8. shroud &

2. adopt ¥H 9. excessive 1T £

3. invader A2 10. combust X4

4. take posscssion of f #% 11. humidity 8%

5. variability £ 12. disperse JR#EL

6. explode HE % 13. visibitity fE W E

EXERCISES

1. Short answer questions.
1. What is the full name of Britain?



When did the name “Great Britain” begin to be used to
refer to the British Island?

What did the word “English” mean in Anglo-Saxon’s
period?

What is the distance between the sea and the farthest
place from sea in Britain?

Why did some British people have the argument that
there is no climate but weather in Britain?

Why could the English people put the water pipes outside
their buildings?

Il. True or False.

1.

The Island of Britain is divided into three parts: England
in the north, Scotland in the south and Wales in the
southwest,

The southern part of the island of Britain adopted the
name Great Britain in the 5th century when the Northern
European invaders took possession of the island.

Britain faces France to the southeast across the English
Channel.

The coastline of Great Britain runs about ten thousand
kilometers, which makes the country have the longest
coastline in the world.

In England, the temperature in summer is not very high,
only about 32 C for most time.

Strictly speaking, there is neither wet nor dry season in
Britain because the abundant rainfall is distributed

almost evenly through the twelve months of the year.

I11. Fill in the blanks.

1.

2.

Of all the British Isles, the largest one is called

The groups of invaders from Northern Europe, which
took possession of the British Island in the 5th century,

5



IvV.

include , and

3. The only country with which Britain shares land border is
4. Roughly the island of Britain can be divided into 1wo
parts: a _in the north and west, and a -

_in the south and east.

Based on the variability of the weather and the small

[$3]

differences between the seasons, it is claimed that there

is no but in England.

6. The abundant rainfall in England is mainly due to its

type of climate.

7. Itis a {act that LLondon has a reputation for , and
often people abroad visualize LLondon a city shrouded in
dense

8. The excessive use of and the are the

two factors which led to the large cities in Britain to be
shrouded in fog.
Fill in the blanks with words and phrases given below.
excessive , For ...’ sake,

took possession of, adopt, shares, visualize

1. God’s » stop arguing and forgive him.

2. Tlike your methods of teaching and shall it in my
school.

3. Before 1945, the Japanese large areas of the three

provinces in the northeastern part of China.
4. India is one of the countries which land border
with China.
5. 1 can remember that I met him years ago, but I can not
what he looks like.

6. rain fall dées no good to crops.



Unit 2 The Development of English Language

The origin of language has been a tempting' subject to many
scholars in history. After many years of meticulous®study, they
finally reached the conclusion that some thousand years ago there
was a neolithic® people wandering in Asia and Europe. They all
spoke the same language which the scholars called the Indo-
European Language. But g’radually the Indo-European-speaking
people wandered apart and founded their habitats® in different
places. And their common language consequently® began to be
differentiated® into various dialects which gradually developed
into different national languages. But scholars can still find
similarities between the modern languages used by different
people in many parts of the world. Scholars have classified all
these languages of the same origin as belonging to the Indo-
European language family.

During their great migration, some of the Indo-European-
speaking people wandered into North FEurope, and became
known as the “Germanic’ people” who were then subdivided® into
many tribes in later years. The language spoken by the ancient
(ermans was called the Germanic language or the Old English.

Beginning with the fifth century, some Germanic tribes
known as the Anglo-Saxons started their invasion of the
England. Their conquest of the small island country was so
successful that their language, Old English, soon after became
the dominant language on the island. The separation of the
Anglo-Saxons from their brothers in North Europe resulted in
the differences between their languages. But by their similarities
it can be convincingly proven that they are of the same origin. If
you take a page of present-day English and count the words of
Germanic origin, you will find that they come to more than
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seventy percent of the total.

Usually the development of English is divided into three
main language periods: Old English, Middle English and
Modern English.

Old English

No one can tell the exact time when Old English came into
being in northern Europe. But the earliest written records of Old
English date only from around the beginning of the 8th century.
The manuscripts® of Bede’s Ecclesiastical'® History of the English
Nation and Caedmon’s Hymn'' on the Creation are the earliest
writings in Old English. The appearance of these writings was
long after the introduction of Christianity into England.

Middle English

The Middle English period began soon after the Norman
Conquest of 1066. After the coming of the Normans, London
became more important as a center of activities. London
Standard English gradually became the basis of the dialect used
in the proximity'? of London. And this gave birth to the official
English language.

The coming of the Normans with their French language also
influenced the English orthography'. This was because those
who could write at that time were French-trained. They modeled
on the French habit and introduced some French rules in writing.
Their writings also caused large number of French words to
enter the English language during the 14th and 15th centuries.
In the latter half of the 14th century, the Normans lost their
territory'! on the European Continent and they began to regard
English as their home country. Consequently. more and more
French-speaking people in England gave up French for English.
Finally the Anglo-Saxon King and his court also used English
instead of French.



Modern English

By the end of the 15th century London English had been
accepted as a standard literary™ language in most parts of the
country. One of the reason was that printing was introduced into
England in 1746. London was the center of book-publishers in
England. They published many books in London English, which
were read by people all over the country. The development of

% required the service of an

production and social contacts
accurate language. In 1755, Samuel Johnson worked out his
Dictionary which helped to establish a fixed spelling of the
English words and define their meaning.

The quality of the English language was greatly improved by
extensive borrowing which enabled it to have a large vocabulary!’
for various purposes. But that is not the only reason for English
to be qualified™ as an international language. The expansion of
the British Empire helped to spread English into many countries
and places all over the world. Now English is spoken as the
native language In the United States, Britain, Ireland,
Australia, New Zealand, Canada, the Caribbean and South
Africa. In some other countries, English is used as a second
language ; that is, a language necessary for certain officials , and

1" and educational activities. These

for social, commercia
countries include India, Pakistan, Kenya, the Philippines,
Ethiopia, and some other countries, It is also one of the working
languages of the United Nations. English is the primary medium
for modern science and technology. Almost all famous scholars
and scientists seek to publish their research papers in English. If
we take economic factors into consideration®”, we find that the
combined® GNP?* of the English-speaking countries and places
takes up about half of the world’s total. That’s why English is
still regarded as the most important international language.



Notes:
1. tempting B AN LTI AW 13. orthography $f5F %
2. meticulous JZIEHT, -2 AR 1 14. territory 1
3. neolithic Fi 4 ZHTALH 15. literary FHHE /Y
4. habitat f£4 16. social contacts {2 HF
5. consequently P 45 17. vocabulary &){L (H)
6. differentiate {fi--- 5 18. qualify BLH - 1%
7. Germanic H B8] 19. commercial Bk #y
8. subdivide {§43 20. take. .. into consideration & &
9. manuscript F &, FA 21.combine &4
10. Ecclesiastical L &8y, &8 LW 22. GNP (Gross National Product)
11. Hymn ¥ 33 ERA™SE

—
Do

. proximity It i X

EXERCISES

k. Short answer questions.

1. Which language family does English belong to?

2. How much does the number of English words of
Germanic origin account for in the present-day English?

3. What is the time of the earliest records of Old English
claimed to appear?

4. What kind of role did Samuel’s dictionary play in the
English language development history?

. Can you name some countries where English is the native

(@3]

language?
II. True or False.

1. The appearance of the earliest written records of Old
English — Ecclesiastical History of the English Nation
and Hymn on the Creation — was long before the
introduction of Christianity into England.

2. The English spelling was also greatly influenced by the

coming of the Indo-Europeans with their French
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