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ExRE i

AMERICAN MISSIONARIES AND
MODERNIZATION OF CHINA
IN LATE QING DYNASTY

(Abstrac__:t )
Wang Lixin

In the late Qing dynasty,China’s society experienced
rapid changes, many of which were closely related to the
activities of Christian missionaries. American Protestant
missionaries were active in various cultural and education-
al works such as running schools and newspapers and
publishing books in order to spread the Gospel, re-order
China’ s society and culture,and participate in and control
China’ s reform. Their work introduced modern Western
culture into China and thus made a significant impact on
the modernization of China,especially in the areas of ideo-
logical and cultural transformation. In the 19th century,
American niissionaries transmitted scientific knowledge,
modern values and Western customs into China. Their in-
fluence became a threat to the traditional culture of China
and stimulated the emergence of the idea of the need for
reform among the literati, Christian school and press me-

dia run by missionaries contributed a great deal to the for-
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mation of modern walues and ideclogy in the literati, their
dissociation from Confucian-based orthodoxy and the rise
of the new reform-minded intellectual groups. Moreover,
some missionaries had a hand in the reform movement in
the late 19th century and put forward some programs Chi-
nese reformers ocould {earn from and even follow.
Nevertheless ,what Ameriéan did was in sorme aspects
incompatible with the principal goal of Chinese moderniz-
ers. They participated in China’ s reform movement and
designed the way of China’' s modernization according 1o
the goals and interests of the 'Christian Church and the
Western World. They hoped that missionaries and West-
erners would play the leadimg role in the process of
China’s reform. Some work they did went against the will
of Chinses people and violated the sovereignty of China.
Their cultural level,religious and racial prejudice and util-
itarian goal for evangelization diminished the value and
advantage of their activities to the progress of China. His-
tory has shown that the modernization of China watir, un-
likely to follow the pattern desighed by missionaries and
will be realized only after the efforts of .generations of
progressive Chinese on the basis of independent choice

and with the initiative in their own hands.
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